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Run4Life and Fun Run!

Gentle breezes, cool weather, and a 
softly shining sun greeted hundreds 

of excited, bib-wearing runners who 
congregated at the Open Air Gym. Their 
mission: Complete either a one-mile race 
or a 5K!

Bryan Aalborg, pastor of the Charlotte 
Sharon Adventist Church, had the 
Run4Life 5K runners line up for their race 
first. After some instructions regarding the 

course, Pastor Aalborg gave the word and 
they were off! 

The 5K runners began a circuit that 
bordered the lake, turned up the long 
stretch of hill to the iconic Lake Junaluska 
cross, looped down to the bridge, and 
wound around the lake. One 5K runner 
who placed first in his category, Wyatt 
Tracy (from the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference), encountered some geese who 
chased him a few hundred yards. As a 
result, that was his fastest mile!

Five minutes after the 5K runners began 
their race, the one-mile runners started on 
their course. They ran from the Open Air 
Gym to a gazebo on the Rose Walk, where 

they turned around and ran back.
As the runners returned, crowds who 

had gathered on both sides of the road 
greeted them with cheers and vigorous 
applause. The awards ceremony followed, 
at which Pastor Aalborg and helpers 
distributed first-, second-, and third-place 
awards for the Run4Life 5K and the Fun 
Run according to age group and gender. 
The top three overall runners were young 
people around 20 years old, and the oldest 
runners were two individuals in the 60+ 
category.

—PAUL ANTHONY TURNER

Carolina Evangelism Offering
Sunday  $2,378.00
Monday  $4,151.00
Tuesday  $2,890.00 
Wednesday  $4,355.00
Thursday  $13,278.00
2016 Thursday  $10,080.00
2017 TOTAL  $27,052.00

ACBC 
The ACBC will be open on Saturday 

evening, so there are still a few more 
hours to take advantage of the used book 
sale and other deals. There are exclusive 
deals for Facebook followers at www.
facebook.com/CarolinaACBC.
Anointing Service

Make note of a special anointing service 
in the Stone Chapel after the main evening 
meeting each day. Bring your heavy 
burdens to the Lord and cast your cares on 
Him.
Audio & Video Recordings

Recordings of meetings can be ordered 
in-store or online: www.carolinaacbc.
com; they will be mailed out after Camp 
Meeting.  You can also download free 
recordings (24-hour delay) from www.
carolinasda.org/camp-meeting. Audio 
recordings are also available through 
iTunes and Google Play podcasts and 
through the Camp Meeting app. Videos 
of the main meetings will be available 
through YouTube and Roku after Camp 
Meeting is over. 
Bluegrass Sing-a-long

Come and join a bluegrass jam session/
sing-a-long Sabbath at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Harrell Center, lower level.  All are invited 
to attend. Also bring your musical talent 
and join in the session!
Concert Sabbath Afternoon

See Hope Montana Vasquez, music 
evangelist, in concert Sabbath afternoon at 
Stuart Auditorium, 3:00-4:00 p.m.  
Evangelism IMPACT 2018

Mark your calendars for the third annual 
Evangelism IMPACT in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., January 25-28, 2018. This annual 
event is a great way to jump-start your 
local church evangelism for the year. 
Learn how you and your church members 
can be more effective in reaching your 
community and members.

Headsets for Hearing Impaired
 No headsets will be available on 

Sabbath due to the Hispanic translation 
headsets using the frequency.
News and Streaming

Camp Meeting App:  Find all Camp 
Meeting info on the app available in the 
Apple and Google Play app stores (Search: 
Carolina Conference).  Remember to 
enable push notifications to receive further 
announcements.  (If you have previously 
downloaded the app, you will need to 
update for current information.)

Facebook:  Go to Facebook.com/
carolinaconference for news.

Live Streaming:  The Carolina 
Conference website www.carolinasda.
org will stream all meetings in the main 
auditorium each day. Check your program 
for times.
Plants for Sale

Live plants used in the stage decor will 
be sold on Saturday evening after the last 
meeting. Cash only, pay at pickup. First 
come, first served.

10 FERNS - $10 each
7 COMBO POTS - $20 each
2 EVERGREEN TREES - $20 each
4 YELLOW SHRUBS - $15 each 

Prison Ministries Seminar
Sabbath, 2:00 p.m., Terrace Hotel, room 

316.  Hear stories of people involved in 
this important ministry, and find out if it is 
something you would like to do as well. 
Pathfinder/Adventurer Parade 
and Road Closure

Come and cheer for our young people in 
the Pathfinder/Adventurer parade as they 
make their way down Lakeshore Drive 
to Stuart Auditorium, Sabbath, 6:30 p.m.  
For the safety of our children and their 
directors, Lakeshore Drive will be closed 
Sabbath evening during the parade. Use 
County Road as an alternate route.
Trust Services 

Appointments are still available Sun., 
June 4, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the 
Welcome Center. Call 205-574-9868.
“I Still Do” Marriage Retreat

Join us August 11-13 at Riverstone 
Resort and Spa in beautiful Pigeon 
Forge, T.N., for the “I Still Do” marriage 
retreat. Our presenters are Pastor Eric and 

Ann Marie Bates, Carolina Conference 
Family Ministries Directors.   Details 
and registration will be available at 
www.carolinasda.org. And don’t forget 
Romance at the Ranch on February 9-11, 
2018!
Booth Displays

Be sure to visit the ministry booths in 
Harrell Center, Edgewater room. You’ll 
find exhibits of different ministries and 
organizations for all ages—some even 
have giveaways!  Come on by!
Camp Meeting Feedback

You can submit comments about this 
year’s Carolina Camp Meeting on our app. 
We want your feedback!
Family Camp

Family Camp is right around the corner! 
It’s a low-cost idea for your summer 
vacation this year. Sign your family up at 
Nosoca.org for this fun-filled week, July 
10-14, 2017.
Men’s Retreat 

Our third annual English/Hispanic 
Men’s Ministry retreat is September 
29 – October 1, 2017! Have some male 
bonding time! Enjoy canoeing, hiking, 
and boating and then be refreshed while 
you listen to our guest speaker, Manny 
LaPorte, who is an ordained minister from 
the Oklahoma Conference. The Hispanic 
speaker is Robert Ortiz, an endocrinologist 
in Mid-Hudson Valley, NY.  
Women’s Retreat

The Carolina Conference Women’s 
Ministry Retreat is October 13-15, 
2017! Come and enjoy a ladies weekend 
with Shelly Quinn from Word Warriors 
Ministry and a special teen track featuring 
Erica Jones, Assistant Director of 
Women’s Ministry for the NAD. Special 
musical guest is Carolina Heartsong. 
Register by September 10 to receive the 
early bird discount.
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This Sabbath afternoon, the Carolina 
Conference is taking time to 

dedicate two of their pastors to the 
ministry: Henry Johnson and 
Cornelius Kamei. 

Pastor Johnson currently 
serves the Spartanburg 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 
as associate pastor. He has 
pastored for six years in the 
Carolina Conference, and 
before coming to Spartanburg, 
he pastored the Greenwood 
and Clinton-Laurens County churches. 

Pastor Johnson is grateful to God for His 
great love and leading as he has learned 
to minister through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. His greatest 
desire in ministry is 
to see a community of 
believers whose focus 
is on Jesus and whose 
lives are founded on 
Scripture.

Pastor Kamei is 
currently pastoring the 
Beaufort and Hilton 

Head churches. He and his family, which 

now includes one on the way, have been 
pastoring in the Carolinas for a year and 
half. Pastor Kamei previously served as 

a pastor, chaplain and church 
planter around the United States. 
He has been in ministry for 
12 years. He has also served 
as executive secretary for the 
Manipur Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists. Pastor Kamei 
is grateful for how God has led 
in his life and is grateful to be 
ministering here in the Carolinas.

—CASEY VAUGHN

Our speaker this weekend is Mike 
Tucker, speaker and director of 

Faith for Today. His messages will center 
on one theme: Christ our 
righteousness. This theme 
binds all of Scripture 
together and has been on his 
heart ever since he started in 
ministry. For Tucker, there is 
nothing else worth preaching 
than Christ our substitute. 
The way of salvation through 
the Great Controversy—the 
reconciliation of humanity 
to the Father—is the only 
thing that matters to him. 
“Everything else is window 
dressing,” he says. He has realized that 
without the central truth of Christ as our 
substitute, Scripture loses its relevance 
for our lives today. That is why he always 
chooses to preach on this theme; it’s 
what’s on his heart.

The core of his message is “God 

loves you like crazy and will not leave 
you where you are.” Jesus has done 
everything for your salvation, and it is 

secure in Him—this is the truth 
of Scripture. This also happens 
to be Tucker’s greatest burden 
for the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. He pleads with the 
church to realize that at times 
we have focused so much on 
being right that it has prevented 
recognition of our great need 
of a relationship with Jesus. We 
can be the most theologically 
correct church, but if we miss 
Jesus, we have lost everything. 

“If we have the day right but 
have missed the Christ of the day, we are 
the kings of trivial pursuit.” 

He calls Seventh-day Adventists 
to become people of the Book again 
and realize what the Book is all about: 
Jesus. When we decide to focus on our 
Redeemer, the treasures of Heaven are 

open for us to share with the world.
This message isn’t just theory for 

Tucker; it’s deeply personal to him. It 
was this message that kept him in the 
church, and it was someone showing him 
Jesus and His great love that brought 
Tucker to where he is today. For him, 
the Adventist message without Jesus as 
the center is empty and silly. Focusing 
on anything but Jesus, the Word of God, 
and a personal relationship with Him, is 
pointless and a chasing of the wind. When 
we love Jesus, everything else falls into 
place. Our evangelism, our relationships, 
and our lives are empty and unfulfilling 
unless Jesus holds His rightful place in 
our hearts. Then we will be shaped into 
His likeness, and His love will grow in our 
hearts.

This weekend, take some time to join 
Tucker as he further expounds on Jesus 
and our reason for living and loving today.

—CASEY VAUGHN

The musician for this year’s Sabbath 
afternoon concert is Hope Vazquez. 

You may know her by her maiden name, 
Hope Montana. I had the opportunity to sit 
down with her on Thursday and talk with 
her about the new direction her musical 
journey has taken.

Hope has been singing for as long as she 
can remember, but she didn’t learn to play 
the guitar until she was 12 years old. Her 
early musical career was shared with her 
siblings in their gospel-bluegrass band. A 
few years later, God called her into full-
time music ministry.

When asked about music and why 
she sings, Hope responded that God has 
used music to bring her through some 
tough times in life. It is her desire that 
God bring peace in the midst of life’s 
storms to those who listen to her music. 
Through music, God has taught her that 
He can truly make beautiful things out of 
unfortunate situations. She has noticed 
that the storyline of her spiritual journey 
has shaped her music. Jesus is the center 
of her music, and she prays that He will 

always be the One who shines through as 
she sings. She wants only to be hidden 
behind Jesus and His cross. “Singing 
is my pulpit. I’m not just there to sing 
songs that sound nice. 
I’m using the music as 
a medium to reach their 
hearts.”

She has recently slowed 
her music schedule and 
is writing songs for an 
upcoming 
album. She 
noted that 
this album 
would 
feature 
quite 
a few 
original 
songs. 
Over the past 
few months, Hope has deeply 
sensed God calling her to write again. She 
confessed that writing music doesn’t come 
easy to her, but it has really been a burden 

on her heart. As God led 
her into a new stage in life, 
she felt Him call her to 

reflect that in her music.
Hope says: 
“Music reaches 

the emotional 
aspect in 
people’s 
minds. 
We are 
emotional 
people; 
we can’t 
just think 
it’s enough 
to feed our 
minds with 

information. 
Most people 

need music. It’s 
an important part of 

keeping us faithful to God. Music is 
also a prayer; it’s an avenue to worship 
God.”

—CASEY VAUGHN

Ministry Through Song

This Camp Meeting, the 
Carolina Conference is taking 

time to recognize two special groups 
of people who have impacted the 
Conference. On Friday night, Elder 
Leslie Louis recognized and affirmed 
the female pastors of the Conference. 
The Conference recognizes that 
women in ministry have received 
a great deal of attention lately. 
Especially in recent years, female 
pastors have been the center of 
much debate within the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. I had the 
opportunity to sit down with Elder 
Louis and have a frank conversation 
with him about women in ministry. 
He recognizes that there are many 
people with varying opinions on 
this issue. It is the desire of the 
Carolina Conference to fully uphold 
the World Church and its stance on 
women in ministry. Further, they are 
working with the Southern Union 
Conference to ensure that they are 
in full compliance with the General 
Conference’s statement. 

It is Elder Louis’ hope that the 
Church would refocus on both its 
mission and vision. The Carolina 
Conference desires to affirm women 
in their valuable roles in ministry. 
They recognize that throughout its 

history the Church has been indebted 
to women who listened to God’s 
call. Galatians 3:28 recognizes that 
every believer is called to a unique 
role within God’s work, regardless of 
gender. Elder Louis pleads with each 
member of the Conference to focus 
on Jesus and the work He has called 
us to do on this earth and to spend 
their energy and time in doing His 
work.

On Saturday evening, those 
baptized and those who have held 
evangelistic series in the past year 
will be recognized. There is a 
burning desire in the hearts of the 
Conference leadership to see the 
Gospel preached like wildfire across 
the Carolinas. Elder Louis notes 
that in true 
evangelism 
there is 
a beautiful 
balance 
between 
Matthew 25 
and Matthew 
28. The 
compassion 
of Christ is 
seen in both 
chapters, but in 
a unique way in each. 

In Matthew 25, Jesus’ compassion 
for humanity’s brokenness and great 
physical need shines through, but in 
Matthew 28 we find the reflection 
of His great desire for their souls. 
Together they give a complete picture 
of ideal evangelism. Connecting 
with the community the way Jesus 
did is essential to evangelism, and 
it is Elder Louis’ desire that the 
Conference press forward with a 
focus on evangelism.

—CASEY VAUGHN

Welcome, Mike Tucker

Special Recognitions at Camp Meeting

Ordained with the Spirit
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Pathfinder/Adventurer Parade 
and Road Closure

Come and cheer for our young people in 
the Pathfinder/Adventurer parade as they 
make their way down Lakeshore Drive 
to Stuart Auditorium, Sabbath, 6:30 p.m.  
For the safety of our children and their 
directors, Lakeshore Drive will be closed 
Sabbath evening during the parade. Use 
County Road as an alternate route.
Trust Services 

Appointments are still available Sun., 
June 4, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the 
Welcome Center. Call 205-574-9868.
“I Still Do” Marriage Retreat

Join us August 11-13 at Riverstone 
Resort and Spa in beautiful Pigeon 
Forge, T.N., for the “I Still Do” marriage 
retreat. Our presenters are Pastor Eric and 

Ann Marie Bates, Carolina Conference 
Family Ministries Directors.   Details 
and registration will be available at 
www.carolinasda.org. And don’t forget 
Romance at the Ranch on February 9-11, 
2018!
Booth Displays

Be sure to visit the ministry booths in 
Harrell Center, Edgewater room. You’ll 
find exhibits of different ministries and 
organizations for all ages—some even 
have giveaways!  Come on by!
Camp Meeting Feedback

You can submit comments about this 
year’s Carolina Camp Meeting on our app. 
We want your feedback!
Family Camp

Family Camp is right around the corner! 
It’s a low-cost idea for your summer 
vacation this year. Sign your family up at 
Nosoca.org for this fun-filled week, July 
10-14, 2017.
Men’s Retreat 

Our third annual English/Hispanic 
Men’s Ministry retreat is September 
29 – October 1, 2017! Have some male 
bonding time! Enjoy canoeing, hiking, 
and boating and then be refreshed while 
you listen to our guest speaker, Manny 
LaPorte, who is an ordained minister from 
the Oklahoma Conference. The Hispanic 
speaker is Robert Ortiz, an endocrinologist 
in Mid-Hudson Valley, NY.  
Women’s Retreat

The Carolina Conference Women’s 
Ministry Retreat is October 13-15, 
2017! Come and enjoy a ladies weekend 
with Shelly Quinn from Word Warriors 
Ministry and a special teen track featuring 
Erica Jones, Assistant Director of 
Women’s Ministry for the NAD. Special 
musical guest is Carolina Heartsong. 
Register by September 10 to receive the 
early bird discount.
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