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July 4, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
 
Our citizenship is heaven. Ever since the fifth grade, 
Andrew desired to move to the United States and be 
one of its citizens. This incredible honor materialized 
when Andrew arrived in New York City in 1999. From 
the beginning, Andrew was spellbound. The 
skyscrapers, the hustle and bustle of the city, and the 
kindness and generosity of its people were 
electrifying.  
 
Everywhere Andrew traveled, people from all 
backgrounds, colors, and cultures welcomed him as 
one of their own. Andrew could barely speak English, 
but that hardly mattered. America’s people displayed 
a decency and desire to help even when 
communication was difficult.  
 
Andrew fell in love with America: its zest for life, its 
optimism, and its belief in the collective potential for a 
better world. Andrew became a citizen and for the 
past 20 years has made the United States his 
temporary home. He has studied, married, and 
welcomed children in its land. He calls it a temporary 
home because as much as he loves his country, he 
looks forward to being home with our God. With an 
eye towards a country promised by our Lord and 
Savior, let us be faithful in returning His tithes and 
offerings to hasten His coming.  
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



July 11, 2020 – Women’s Ministries     1782 
 
We don’t know all of their names. Women invested in 
Jesus’s cause from the beginning. When Jesus traveled, 
the Twelve went with Him, along with Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Susanna, “and many others who provided for 
Him from their substance” (Luke 8:1-3). Lydia, a 
businesswoman, became the first follower of Jesus in 
Europe. Priscilla and her husband, Aquila, hosted Paul 
in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome. 
 
Women’s investment goes beyond financial. Jesus met 
a Samaritan woman who became the first evangelist in 
John’s gospel. Mary Magdalene was the first witness of 
Jesus’s resurrection. Tabitha, or Dorcas, shared the 
gospel through acts of service. Phoebe, a deacon, 
traveled hundreds of miles to deliver Paul’s letter to 
Rome. Junia, an apostle, went to prison for Jesus’s 
cause. 
 
Our mothers, sisters, and daughters still face unique 
challenges as we serve Christ together. Women’s 
Ministries provides opportunities and resources for 
women to experience spiritual growth, freedom from 
abuse, mentoring, networking, and greater service at 
home, church, and in the community. 
 
You may not know all of their names, but your 
investment today will impact the lives of women and 
men across this division, for Jesus’s cause.   
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



July 18, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
God never takes a break. July is a summer month 
perfect for vacations. Some of us are getting ready to 
spend some leisure time at the beach, in the mountains, 
or even in a foreign country. We disconnect, leaving 
behind our work, hectic schedules, and the minutia of 
the daily grind. Hopefully, we return refreshed and ready 
for a new cycle of work, family and routine.  
 
Many know John 3:16 by heart. Its core message is that 
God loves humanity and came to save it. From the 
moment humanity chose sin in the Garden of Eden, God 
never had a day off from His “work.” Every day, the 
Creator of the universe “shows up for work” by healing, 
protecting, advising (via the Holy Spirit), admonishing, 
hoping (for wise choices), crying, and smiling.  
 
Can you imagine the 9-to-5 grind in God’s schedule?” 
The sheer magnitude of God’s presence in our universe 
at all times and being of service to fallen humanity is 
overwhelming—yet encouraging. He is there for us—we 
can count on Him at all times.  
 
Let us remember God in the midst of our vacation 
preparations. God never takes a vacation. He is serving 
humanity 24 hours a day, every day, until His Son 
returns again. 
 
Your Church never takes a break either, it needs your 
support 24/7. Please support your local church budget.  

 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



July 25, 2020 – Carolina Youth         8001 
Time is short. “May the Lord give no rest, day nor night, 
to those who are now careless and indolent in the cause 
and work of God. The end is near. This is that which 
Jesus would have us keep ever before us—the 
shortness of time.” These solemn words were uttered by 
Ellen G. White in a letter written in 1886 (Letter 97, 
1886). She definitely believed that urgency was needed 
when the people of God were asked to partake in the 
spreading of the Gospel.  
 
Much like today, the people of her time were 
preoccupied with mundane tasks and with “making a 
living.” There is nothing wrong with making a living. Yet, 
the Scriptures warn us that priorities need to be kept in 
their proper perspective. The apostle Matthew is very 
frank when he draws a parallel between the time of 
Noah and the time of the end (Matthew 24:38). The 
Bible describes the last generation as succumbing to 
worldly cares and God becoming a lesser priority.  
Is this really what we want? Would 80 years on this 
planet be it? Jesus promised an eternity with God. Why 
would we be careless and trade infinity for a temporary 
life? 
 
Today’s offering is for our Carolina Conference. By 
remaining faithful and giving generously, we enable our 
workers and members to reach out to people who may 
not yet know Jesus. Time is short. 

 
 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



August 1, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
A lifesaving serum. In 1925, a major diphtheria 
epidemic was just about to sweep Nome, Alaska. The 
harsh and excessively cold Alaskan environment 
hindered the transportation of a lifesaving serum that 
would stop the spread of the epidemic. It was so cold 
that the engine of the sole aircraft that could have 
potentially delivered the medicine did not start.  
 
Dogs were employed with sleds to transport the 
medication. It was an arduous journey with limited 
visibility, high winds, and temperatures of minus 31-
degrees Celsius. Balto, a Siberian husky, relied solely 
on his senses to keep Gunnar Kaasen on the right track 
and lead him into Nome. Their delivery averted the 
epidemic.  
 
God also staved off a major catastrophe by sending His 
Only Son Jesus Christ to deliver a lifesaving sacrifice on 
the cross. Jesus endured ridicule, mockery, abuse, and 
violence for the salvation of humanity. Isaiah 53 tells us 
that Jesus was led as a lamb to a slaughterhouse and 
did not object. It was His choice to finish the journey and 
provide a lifesaving option.  
 
The local church is a body of believers who reach out on 
a regular basis to people who do not know Jesus Christ. 
His tithe and our offerings are an intricate part in this 
outreach. Let us be faithful in returning that belongs to 
God.  
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



August 8, 2020-Oakwood/Andrews/Loma Linda 500 
 
Find your place – faith, friends, future. Serving more 
than 9,500 students combined, Andrews, Loma Linda, and 
Oakwood Universities are specially tasked with preparing 
future church leaders for the mission fields of healthcare 
and pastoral work. The main entrance to Oakwood’s 
campus bears the words, “Enter to learn - depart to serve.” 
 
You can tangibly help a student like Vanessa, who chose 
to attend Loma Linda University because of its holistic 
approach to health. To her, health went beyond physical 
healing. It included the social, emotional, intellectual, 
environmental and spiritual health of her patients. 
 
Maybe you can help a student like Christian, who was 
raised Roman Catholic in Ecuador. He decided to leave a 
career in technology to become a pastor and attend the 
Seminary at Andrews University. His friends, family, 
sponsors, and mentors at Andrews helped him “rekindle 
the spark that ignites a commitment toward a true 
revolution of thought and action.” And he now wants to 
“wholeheartedly change this world with Christ and for 
Christ!” 
 
Please give generously to help make a difference for 
Adventist students. Your help will be greatly multiplied 
by all those who are assisted by these future leaders 
of our churches and communities. 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



August 15, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
 

Is it really too much? After her baptism, Luzia made a 
plan to return her offering as a percentage of her income. 
She did not want to “forget” to be grateful to God. While 
living in Brazil, Luzia had a well-paying job, and writing 
checks for tithes and offerings became painful. She always 
understood that tithes don’t belong to us and we return 
them to God. But she wasn’t so sure about offerings 
anymore. 
 
Luzia prayed and finally understood that offerings are a 
way to show God our gratitude for the blessings received, 
and the only way to reduce the amount was if God reduced 
her blessings. Looking back, she can see that after 
returning tithe and giving offerings she always had enough 
to pay her bills, buy all she needed, and even make trips 
around the world. 
 
She says the best thing happened when she and her 
husband moved to the United States. They sold their 
condo in Brazil and with that money bought a house for 
cash in the States. Daily she thanks God for this blessing 
and miracle, because, by her calculations, it should never 
have been possible. 
 
God doesn’t need our money. He only wants us to learn to 
trust Him and His plans for our life. Luzia encourages you 
to try and see God’s generosity and give generously. 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



August 22, 2020 – Carolina Youth   8001  
“Begin by helping your neighbors.” “Every church 
member should feel it is his or her special duty to labor for 
those living in their neighborhoods. Study how you can 
best help those who take no interest in religious things. As 
you visit your friends and neighbors show an interest in 
their spiritual as well as in their temporal welfare. Present 
Christ as a sin-pardoning Savior. Invite your neighbors to 
your home, and read with them from the precious Bible 
and from books that explain its truths.”  
 
This wonderful counsel can be found in the book Welfare 
Ministry, page 190, written by Ellen G. White. Two words 
stand out as very important. The first is “study” how you 
can best help. Such a word denotes premeditated interest 
for those in our immediate sphere of influence. The second 
word is “invite.” This word takes us out of our comfort zone. 
It reminds us that building relationships with people who 
may not know Christ requires time, patience, and, most of 
all, proximity.  
 
When we invite a neighbor to our house, our most intimate 
space, we inspire trust and openness. Such behaviors 
often lower barriers and with time will offer opportunities for 
conversations about Christ. 
 
When possible, let us seek such opportunities to introduce 
people to Christ. By faithfully returning His tithe and giving 
our offerings we provide some of the funds necessary for 
others to also labor in ministry. Please give generously.  
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



August 29, 2020 – Local Church Budget  
 
Can we make a difference? With fewer than 40 
people in attendance, the Roundup and Lewistown 
Seventh-day Adventist churches in rural Montana 
asked a very important question: 
 “How can we impact our local communities with such 
small congregations?” Its “graying” constituency felt 
inadequate and had mobility, health, and age issues. 
Many argued that the modern technology was “way 
over our head.” We prayed, and then… God had a 
sense of humor. 
  
In 2014, a man named Richard called asking: “Would 
you like a radio station? I will pay for most expenses 
and help set it up. Please tell me, Pastor, how many 
radio stations would you like to have?” Richard did not 
listen to the pastor’s arguments, and the rest is 
history!  
 
In 2014, three FM radio stations were founded in the 
communities of Lewistown, Roundup, and Billings, 
Montana. In the first two churches, the members run 
these stations: Producing weekly content for their 
entire city, running computers, setting up 
microphones, broadcasting on social media. 
 
Whether it’s running radio stations or supporting our 
local church budget, together we can make a 
difference! Please give freely & generously. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



September 5, 2020 – Local Church Budget  
 
Debt. In 2018, Americans collectively owed nearly four 
trillion dollars in consumer debt. A big chunk of this debt 
was credit card debt. The interest payment on such debt 
servicing alone stood at an astronomical $104 billion.  
 
One would ask, why are we borrowing so much? In 2014, 
a Gallup World Poll commissioned a study asking adults 
from more than 140 countries some basic questions 
related to “financial concepts, interest rates, compounding, 
inflation, and risk diversification.” Only one in three adults 
was able to give a correct answer. Collectively, we are 
becoming a financially illiterate society.  
 
In contrast, the Bible gives us very strong counsel when it 
comes to debt: Don’t have it. “The borrower is servant to 
the lender,” the book of Proverbs (22:7) warns us. 
Borrowing robs us of the freedom to sponsor causes that 
are important to God.  
 
Our offering today is for local church budget. Are we able 
to stay faithful in our giving or do we have to fret and worry 
that we are not able to meet all of our obligations due to 
excessive debt?  
 
Live Biblically and give generously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



September 12, 2020 - Local Church Budget 

Start where you are. Chris Gardner’s fascinating story 
is portrayed in the movie, The Pursuit of Happiness. As 
a single parent with a young boy in tow, Gardner’s 
character, played by Will Smith, had a hard time making 
it. He struggled to find adequate housing, as he had odd 
jobs and poor transportation. The story was emotional, 
raw, and uncomfortable at times. In the end, Gardner’s 
exasperated pursuit of happiness was successful.  
 
In real life, Chris Gardner becomes very prosperous. In 
his #1 New York Times best seller, Start Where You 
Are, he describes a roadmap that invites his success to 
be replicated. One of the most important points a reader 
takes away reading this book is that for anyone to 
succeed they need to start where they are.  
 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Around the 
world a tired humanity is desperately searching for a 
substitute that will take away burdens and give peace. 
Yet, God reminds us that we can come to Him as we 
are.  
 
Today, as we give generously to our local church 
budget, remember that our presence in this community 
allows us to reach people where they are. 
 
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



September 19, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
Train up a child. Parents often feel guilty for not doing 
enough for their children. In fact, at times, some of us 
parents go overboard and indulge our children. Desires are 
satisfied, toys pile up in the guest bedroom, high-priced 
electronics are purchased. Soon after some of these 
articles are acquired, interest in them subsides and they 
are relegated to obscurity. Is this story familiar?  
 
The Bible teaches us that we should “train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Teaching children about returning 
tithes and giving offerings is best in their earlier years. 
They can be taught to count out the tithe from monies they 
earned. They can also participate in donating to worthy 
causes.  
 
The key in this training is the selection of proper timing, 
attitude, and benevolence. If properly explained, most 
children desire to participate in a project that helps other 
people.  
 
Recently, a local pastor learned with delight that a young 
boy was returning tithe faithfully because “that’s what God 
desired.”  
 
Let us teach our children to be faithful in their earning and 
return to God what is rightfully His. This training will reap 
extraordinary dividends in the future. Please give 
generously to our local church budget o many can learn 
about Jesus.  
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



September 26, 2020 - Carolina Conference Youth 

Living on $2 a day. Kathryn J. Edin, a distinguished 
professor of sociology at Johns Hopkins University, and 
H. Luke Shaefer, an associate professor at the 
University of Michigan School of Social Work, co-wrote 
the mesmerizing book $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost 
Nothing in America. The book chronicles the journey of 
nearly 1.5 million households in America in extreme 
poverty. Nearly 3 million children are part of this 
demographic. 
 
Imagine extreme measures such as selling your plasma 
for $30 to feed a family of four. These are 
unconscionable circumstances in which Christian 
empathy and help can mean hope and a better life.  
In Toxic Inequality, Thomas M. Shapiro notes that more 
and more Americans, especially parents with young 
children, are left behind in the economic cycle. Such 
statistical realities can be opportunities for our Seventh-
day Adventist Church to provide a lifesaving service to 
the most vulnerable people of our society. 
  
Many local conferences do exactly that. They operate 
learning development centers and schools for the local 
communities. Others aid refugees coming to our country 
for a better life. Whatever the need, we are called to 
help. Thank you for being generous. Thank you for 
empathizing with those who struggle and for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross. Let us freely give 
as God has freely blessed us.  
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



 
Tips for a Successful Offering Appeal 
 
1. Pray 
Your attitude is of utmost importance. An offering appeal presented 
with a pre-season of prayer is always more effective. People in the 
pews will know the difference and respond accordingly. With an 
attitude of gratitude, calling for the offering is always a privilege for 
which to be thankful. 
 
2. Practice 
Read the script out loud several times and stay with the script until 
the reading comes naturally. If possible, stand in the church location 
and read the script with the microphone on. Take courage, you will 
gain experience over time and eventually come to wonder why it 
seemed so hard at first. 
 
3. Appreciate your audience 
Realize that they want you to succeed. Relax as best you can! We 
are all in this together. 
 
4. Visualize yourself giving the offering appeal 
Smile! Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear and 
confident. Visualize the congregation smiling and pleased with your 
presentation. This will boost your confidence as they approvingly 
smile. 
 
5. Know and share your material 
Make sure you fully understand and share how the designated 
offering will be used. Give everyone a reason to help support the 
designated offering. 
 
6. Do not apologize for any nervousness or problem. 
Being nervous is natural. No one but you have to know. Do not allow 
yourself to focus on your anxiety, but rather focus on your message 
and audience. They will never suspect you are not a public-speaking 
pro! 
 


