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April 4, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
 

When we serve, we create a better future. Shellie and 
her two children walked into a local library. She struck up a 
conversation with another mother who also had two 
children of similar age. A friendship ensued. A few months 
went by and Shellie learned that her friend struggled 
financially, living paycheck to paycheck.  
 
The Lord impressed Shellie, a nurse, to help. She talked 
with her husband and they decided to purchase a few 
boxes of diapers and clothes, and send them to her friend 
anonymously. They learned that the struggling mother did 
not have any means to purchase the much-needed 
diapers. The gifts could not have come at a better time. 
 
Despite desiring to remain anonymous, Shellie and 
husband were discovered and were thanked for their 
kindness. Such acts of kindness are examples of how we 
can serve and, in the process, create miracles in other 
people’s lives.  
 
Today, single-parent households are one of the fastest 
growing demographics. Single parents live in our local 
communities; working, shopping, and eating.  
 
When we are faithful in our giving, we serve the needs of 
our local communities such as single-parent households. 
Let us give generously today to our local church budget. 
  

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 



April 11, 2020 – Christian Record Services 500 
 

How much is your sight worth? A few years ago, 
Claudia was talking with Roger, a recently baptized 
Adventist teenager, about disabilities. Roger was in awe of 
how Claudia was able to get around, read, and function 
with a severe disability that drastically reduced her sight. 
Claudia had lost her eyesight 10 ten years prior and was 
totally and legally blind. She was studying to become a 
Seventh-day Adventist Christian and was reading several 
publications that were provided by Christian Record 
Services.  
 
After Roger left Claudia’s home, he decided to put a 
bandana on his eyes and try to function without his 
eyesight for an entire day. He tried memorizing the 
placement of furniture, dishes, and other essentials in his 
room. He only lasted for one hour. Roger kept bumping 
into things in his house, could not find anything, and felt 
frustrated. He took off his bandana and understood how 
important it is to have eyesight and be able to function.  
 
Christian Record Services is an organization that provides 
materials and services for the visually impaired. It also 
provides camps for children who are blind and cannot 
afford to attend them.  
 
Our monetary gifts on behalf of Christian Record Services 
bring us closer to Jesus and also fulfill the commission 
described in Matthew 28:18-20. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 



April 18, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
  
Dream big. Susan Herbert Timmons managed 5,000 
volunteers who served local communities in Virginia. 
  
The women’s ministries team sat at the table planning 
activities to reach women in the community. The 
discussion centered on how to reach out to young moms, 
busy working women, and the homebound. Down the hall, 
the deacons were discussing ways to spruce up the church 
grounds. The children’s ministry team was designing the 
summer Vacation Bible School and ways to reach 
neighborhood children. The worship team was planning a 
special music program to inspire our local community as 
well as church members. The evangelistic team was 
scheduling a series of speakers to address end-time 
events. Each team member volunteered time and talent to 
spread God’s love.  
 
While each congregation has unique needs and a similarly 
unique community to serve, the willingness of volunteers is 
needed to provide the guidance, direction, and support to 
engage others in Christ’s ministry and our calling to spread 
the gospel. 
 
When you support your local church budget, you provide 
the resources to enable the work of these ministries in your 
community. At the same time, you honor and encourage 
the volunteers to dream big so that they may draw others 
closer to Christ. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 



April 25, 2020 – Carolina Youth                  8001 
   
Timely and proper maintenance is important. A few 
years ago, a man met a milestone when his 1964 Porsche 
356 C reached an astonishing one million miles driven. He 
became a local celebrity in his hometown. You have 
probably heard stories like this in the media: automobile 
owners of various brands being offered brand new vehicles 
for similar reasons. 
 
When the owners of the various cars were asked what the 
secret was to such long driving histories, they were almost 
unanimous in their responses: “Timely and proper 
maintenance.”  
 
Maintaining the ministries of our Carolina Conference is 
similar. The “proper and timely maintenance” is predicated 
on a systematic and proactive giving on our part. In fact, 
we should teach such benevolent and premeditated 
approaches to tithing and offerings to our children. After 
all, they are the next generation of Seventh-day Adventist 
Christians to carry the “torch” of the Gospel forward.  
 
It needs to be timely so as to avoid moments of crisis and 
total backdowns. We are all familiar with how small 
problems left unattended turn into major headaches later. 
Let us resolve that we will systematically, proactively, and 
benevolently support the mission, the vision, and the 
ministries of service in Carolina Conference.   
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 



May 2, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
    
Do we know our neighbor? Ellen G. White once noted: 
“Wherever a church is established, all the members 
should engage actively in missionary work. They should 
visit every family in the neighborhood and know their 
spiritual condition” (Testimonies, vol. 6, 296).  
 
To a postmodern, ultra-busy, perennially distracted 
Western mind (such as a North American Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian), such counsel seems surreal or out 
of this age. Did she really say that we should know our 
neighbor’s “spiritual condition”? Wouldn’t that be a bit 
nosy? Perhaps offensive to our neighbor? Did she mean 
we should do that personally? Or corporately as a 
church?  
 
Her counsel seems to be clear: “wherever a church is 
established, all the members should engage actively” in 
ministry that will denote empathy, care, and genuine 
service. This was the model that Jesus Christ also 
followed. Our Savior cared for the people whom He 
served in the local communities.  
 
We are called to serve our local communities personally 
and also corporately as a local church. Let us be faithful 
and support the ministry of our faith community and thus 
hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 



May 9, 2020 Disaster and Famine Relief    500 
 

Adventist Community Services. In a small town near 
Baltimore, Maryland, flooding destroyed homes and 
businesses within a two-hour time frame.  
  
Adventist Community Services Disaster Response (ACS 
DR) volunteers organized a “Muck Out” for the affected 
homes in the community. Each home they visited was 
close to a waterway that had produced river-like water flow 
out in the streets. Many boxes and furniture had held water 
for more than two weeks. Additionally, some of the homes 
developed mold. 
  
One family whose basement was flooded with more than 
24 inches of water appreciated the help. Volunteers 
worked on their home removing furniture, carpet, drywall, 
and the remaining debris. The ACS DR teams were also 
able to provide other needs, such as food, water, and 
basic items.  

 
ACS DR works throughout the North American Division 
serving communities in times of crisis. Today, your offering 
will be gratefully received to support the North American 
Division Adventist Community Services and the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) internationally to 
assist before, during, and after disasters and traumatic 
events. 
 
—Wynelle Steven is the Assistant Director at Adventist 
Community Services. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 



May 16, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
 

Yes, we can. Yes we should! A couple of years ago, The 
Compass Magazine had an interesting article about tithe 
and offerings. The article noted that in 2017, close to 1.02 
billion dollars were given in tithe in the NAD. There was 
more interesting statistical data: one third of “active” 
Adventist members did not return a tithe. Young people 
and old alike “neglected” to be faithful in returning a tithe to 
the Lord. Why didn’t they give? The reason was not 
theological. It was not pastor-related (whether they liked or 
disliked the pastoral service). Believe it or not, it was 
simply a case of forgetfulness. People just plain forgot to 
return their tithe.  
 
Another subset of the same demographic noted that “they 
needed to tithe more regularly.” The Bible concurs. We 
can, and we should, remember to return an honest tithe to 
our God. It is estimated that if most active Adventists would 
return an honest tithe, our annual income would easily 
double to $2 billion.  
 
Let us make a new covenant with our Lord to be faithful 
and return a faithful tithe to Him. Yes, we can, and yes, we 
should!  
 
Article sourced and retrieved from: 
https://thecompassmagazine.com/blog/the-tithe-
conundrum-what-percent-of-adventists-actually-
tithe#_edn2  
  

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

https://thecompassmagazine.com/blog/the-tithe-conundrum-what-percent-of-adventists-actually-tithe#_edn2
https://thecompassmagazine.com/blog/the-tithe-conundrum-what-percent-of-adventists-actually-tithe#_edn2
https://thecompassmagazine.com/blog/the-tithe-conundrum-what-percent-of-adventists-actually-tithe#_edn2


May 23, 2020 – Carolina Youth                   8001 
   

Inflation by the numbers. Hungary has the distinction of 
having had the world’s highest ever printed denomination 
banknotes at a staggering quintillion Pengo (the local 
currency between 1927 and 1946). That is a one followed 
by 18 zeros. Such hyperinflation hit the country between 
1922 and 1924. In fact, Hungary managed to win another 
record by introducing a 100-quintillion note in 1946. After 
the second world war, inflation doubled every 15 hours. 
How much was 100 quintillion Pengo worth? A grand total 
of twenty cents.  
 
Over the past several decades, average inflation in the 
United States has been around 3 percent. When inflation 
occurs, purchasing power erodes. Thus, every year, our 
dollar will buy three percent less.  
 
As a non-profit organization, our church relies and 
depends on benevolent donations. If we always give the 
same amount without accounting for inflation, the 
ministries of the local fields will at some point run deficits. 
As we plan our systematic giving, let us increase our 
donations and account for the yearly purchasing power 
loss caused by inflation.  
 
When we think strategically and account for inflation in our 
giving, we strengthen and secure the ministries of Carolina 
Conference. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 
 

 



May 30, 2020 – Carolina Evangelism          8002 
   
Today’s offering is for Carolina Evangelism.  The 
offering appeal is written by Pr. Evan Bujeker of 
Pittsboro and Albemarle SDA Churches. 
 

Here’s a letter from the year 1852: 
 

“We are just getting settled here in Rochester… My 
husband brought me six old chairs, no two of them 
alike…and soon he presented me with four more old 
chairs, without any seating…The frames were strong, and I 
have been seating them with drilling. Butter is so high we 
do not purchase it, neither can we afford potatoes. We use 
fruit sauce in the place of butter, and turnips for potatoes. 
Our first meals were taken on a fireboard, placed upon two 
empty flour barrels. We are willing to endure privations if 
the work of God can be advanced.”1 This letter is from 
Ellen White to Stockbridge Howland in 1852. 

 

 We are willing to endure privations if the work of God 
can be advanced. Brothers and sisters let’s buy used cars 
instead of new cars, lets cook beans and rice instead of 
going out to eat, let’s read the Bible instead of buying 
cable; let’s make substitutions and sacrifices so we can 
ensure this church is a light on a hill brightening this 
community. Let’s follow Jesus, enduring hardship like his 
servants in the past. Our church has needs, and God is 
calling you to meet them. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
                                                        
 



June 6, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
 
Church money. Max was just a young boy living in rural 
Virginia with his parents and his sister. One summer 
evening, they went for a short drive to the river to eat their 
picnic supper. 
Soon it was time for the family to pack up and go home. 
When they arrived home, they found the back door broken 
and wide open. Someone had broken into their home and 
stolen many of their belongings.  
Later that night while Max was lying in his bed trying to go 
to sleep, he remembered something very important. He ran 
to his parents’ room excitedly asking if the robber had 
found their “church money.” His parents got up and they all 
went to the kitchen. Sure enough, the jar full of money was 
still there.  
The family had been saving their extra coins and an 
occasional dollar to give as an offering on the coming 
Sabbath. They were so thankful that the gifts for the church 
were safe. With thankful hearts they carried the jar to 
church the following Sabbath and happily placed the 
money, jar and all, in the offering plate.  
 
Let’s be thankful today for the blessings we have and the 
monies we can generously share as we give to support the 
local budget needs for our church today. 
 

—Carol Doudiken is a local elder in the Potomac 
Conference, and this story is about her uncle. 

 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 

HIM! 
 



June 13, 2020 – Local Church Budget  
 

A chaplain hero serves, and lives are saved. Brad 
Brown lost his wife to cancer only five months before 
the devastating Camp Fire destroyed Paradise, 
California, in 2018. He worked as a chaplain at a 
nearby Adventist hospital when the fire enveloped the 
entire region. He called his two teenage children and 
told them that he loved them, after which he lost cell 
phone coverage.  
 
More than 80 percent of Paradise was destroyed and 
close to 90 fatalities were reported. When the fire was 
the most intense, Brad decided to use his minivan to 
transport critical care and hospice patients from the 
burning hospital to safety. His actions and service 
saved lives. TIME Magazine named Brad Brown one 
of the heroes of 2018. 
 
Nearly 1,300 Adventist church members were 
affected, with many losing everything except their 
lives. In crises such as these, it’s inspiring to witness 
the outpouring of support from our faith community. 
Today, let’s give to our local church budget to support 
those in need in times like this. 

 
 IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 

HIM! 
 
 
 



June 20, 2020 – Church Budget                 8001 
   
Appreciating our earthly and heavenly fathers. Sonora 
Smart Dodd was 16 when she lost her mother in childbirth. 
Her father, a Civil War veteran, single-handedly raised six 
children, including a newborn. They lived in Washington 
State and life was not always easy. Years later, as Sonora 
sat in church listening to a Mother’s Day sermon, she felt a 
deep desire to honor her father, William Jackson Smart. 
She started a petition in her town to designate June 5, her 
father’s birthday, as a holiday. The town obliged, and a few 
weeks later the first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 
19, 1910.  
 
In 1972, President Richard Nixon elevated the local statute 
to federal level and proclaimed Father’s Day a national 
holiday. The affection of a grateful daughter led to fathers 
across the world being recognized and appreciated.  
 
Every Sabbath, when we gather in churches across the 
country, we celebrate a close and intrinsic relationship with 
our heavenly Father. Let us cherish not only our natural 
earthly fathers, but also our Heavenly one.  
 
As we collect our local offerings and tithe, let us be grateful 
to our Father for our lives, health, and families. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 



June 27, 2020 - Carolina Youth                 8001 
 
We feel you are called to ministry. John Neuman 
was named businessman of the year in South 
Dakota. His construction company was respected 
and sought after in the city of Sioux Falls. “Business 
was good,” he recalls. The secret behind it all? 
John’s commitment to excellence in all that he 
offered to the local community.  
 
John was happy in his work, but his heart yearned 
to do something for God as well. He went on 
mission trips and built churches in Panama and 
Arizona. 
 
He felt the call to learn more about evangelism and 
outreach and thus enrolled in a short course that 
offered practical knowledge in this area. While 
taking this course, John and his wife Karris learned 
that several of the students were unable to pay their 
school tuition bills. After praying and talking it over, 
the Neumans decided to pay all the tuition bills for 
six struggling students. Today, several of these 
students are full-time ministers in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. For years, nobody knew about 
the couple’s generosity (except the students), as 
they kept it anonymous. They only wanted to serve.  
 



Today’s offering goes to serve our local 
communities. The Carolina Youth offering sponsors 
numerous programs and ministries that directly 
benefit our local communities. Let’s give 
generously. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tips for a Successful Offering Appeal 
 
1. Pray 
Your attitude is of utmost importance. An offering appeal 
presented with a pre-season of prayer is always more effective. 
People in the pews will know the difference and respond 
accordingly. With an attitude of gratitude, calling for the offering 
is always a privilege for which to be thankful. 
 
2. Practice 
Read the script out loud several times and stay with the script 
until the reading comes naturally. If possible, stand in the church 
location and read the script with the microphone on. Take 
courage, you will gain experience over time and eventually come 
to wonder why it seemed so hard at first. 
 
3. Appreciate your audience 
Realize that they want you to succeed. Relax as best you can! 
We are all in this together. 
 
4. Visualize yourself giving the offering appeal 
Smile! Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear and 
confident. Visualize the congregation smiling and pleased with 
your presentation. This will boost your confidence as they 
approvingly smile. 
 
5. Know your material 
Make sure you fully understand and share how the designated 
offering which will be used. Give everyone a reason to help 
support the designated offering. 
 
6. Do not apologize for any nervousness or problem. 
Being nervous is natural. No one but you has to know. Do not 
allow yourself to focus on your anxiety, but rather focus on your 
message and audience. They will never suspect you are not a 
public-speaking pro! 


