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From 2011 to 2013 Singles Ministries in the 
Carolina Conference was directed by Debbie 
Rapp.  It was primarily a ministry to bring 

this segment of our membership together at various 
churches, meet specifically at Camp Meeting and pro-
vide a couple of retreats for fellowship.  Speakers ad-
dressed singles who wanted to feel part of a group that 
shared common interests.  Seminars were presented 
by pastoral teams, including Rick and Cindy Mercer 
from our conference as well as out-of-town guest 
speakers.  Since Camp Meeting was the perfect time 
to get together, we provided meals three nights during 
the week that were followed by presentations and 
games before the evening meetings.  Marilyn Purple 
was willing to help coordinate these get-togethers, and 
Alicia Johnston led out from 2014 to 2015.

 The continuing focus for singles is a sense of com-
munity.  There are many in our conference who would 
like to build friendships with others, but single persons 
often find they are in a different category because of 
their status.  There are many who are starting over 
again as singles because of unfortunate personal 
circumstances, and singles from all our churches need 
to have a place in our conference to build friend-

ships with each other without feeling the need to go 
elsewhere.  Single Adventists should be able to meet 
people within our faith.  If pastors and churches got 
on board by facilitating a way for singles to mingle at 
different churches and build friendships, this corporate 
effort would be a great start. It is our prayer to con-
tinue to grow this ministry along these lines.

In the last couple of years, we have met on Sabbath 
at the Waynesville Adventist Church for a luncheon 
with fellow singles.  It is our plan this year to invite 
singles and pastors so we may discuss further what 
they would like to accomplish for this ministry.  On 
the list of considerations is creating an app just for our 
conference.  We also want to have a retreat at Nosoca 
Pines where we can gather for a fun-filled weekend.  
There is a great need to separate into age groups for 
our various events.  May the Lord pour out His bless-
ings on the singles in our territory and give them direc-
tion for the future.
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