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God, as the owner of the earth and everything in it, 
speaks to each of us individually when He asks, 
“Give an account of your stewardship,” (see Luke 

16:2.)  This command also applies to those charged with man-
aging the assets of His church.  
It is a privilege to give such an 
accounting of the past five years 
in this financial report.

When it comes to finances, the 
condition of the Carolina Confer-
ence is strong. In the wake of 
the Great Recession of 2008-
2009, financial reserves had 
been depleted to levels less than 
half of those recommended by 
policy.   This past quinquennium 
(2011-2015) has been a time of 
recovery and rebuilding.  Church 
policy suggests that a conference 
keep a reserve equal to roughly 
90 days of operating expenses.  
By December 2015, through the 
blessings of God, our reserves 
stood at 95% of recommended 
levels.  The graph below traces 
the growth in net worth from 
$4,220,091 at the beginning of 
2011 to $6,675,117 by the end 

of 2015.  This 58% increase in net worth will provide a buffer 
against economic storms that are sure to come in the future.

Tithes and Offerings
Tithe is an indicator of the Christian’s partnership with God.  

It is also the main source of funding for the Carolina Confer-
ence and the world church.   Some of the tithe you return 
circumnavigates the globe to fuel church growth around the 
world.  Most of it stays here in the Carolinas to fund pastors, 
Christian education and other ministries.  This policy of shar-
ing the tithe globally helps to explain, in part, the tremendous 
growth of our church into nearly every country on the map.  
For a quick look at how the tithe dollar is used, see the pie 
graph.

During the past five years, members of the Carolina Con-

ference have 
returned over 
$107 mil-
lion in tithe.  
Compared to 
the 2005-2010 
quinquennium, 
this is an in-
crease of 5.9%.  

After the 
tithe has been 
returned, free-
will offerings 
begin.  In addi-
tion to support-
ing the local 
church and worldwide missions, each member has an opportu-
nity to support conference-wide projects through the Carolina 
Building and Youth Plan.  Giving to this fund amounted to 
approximately $225,000 each year.  This offering was used 
to help fund new church construction, Academy Student Aid, 
and Nosoca Pines Ranch.  Beginning in 2016, this offering 
was renamed simply, Carolina Youth.   Since our young people 
are the present and future of the church, this offering will be 
focused solely on ministries and projects that seek to keep our 
youth connected to their God and to their church.

Carolina Evangelism Fund
The Carolina Evangelism Fund provided an average of 

$898,500 annually for the evangelistic outreach of our confer-
ence.  These funds have been channeled to local churches to 
support public evangelism and other forms of outreach.  Of-
ferings earmarked for evangelism soared in 2014 when gifts 
to the fund exceeded $1 million.  A goal for the next quinqen-
nium is to raise at least $1 million for Carolina Evangelism 
each year.

As we look back over these recent years, it is encouraging to 
recount the generosity of our members and the providences of 
God.  As we look forward, it is almost certain that daily head-
lines will display the fulfillment of the prophecies pointing to 
increased economic turmoil.  These are days that require faith 
and dependence on our great God.  Our experience can be like 
that of Joshua: “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and 
courageous … do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go,”  Joshua 1:9, NIV.
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