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  From the 
President’s Pen

Continued on page 14 . . .

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina Conference President

The Heartbreak and Hope of 
Our Publishing Ministry

Leadership in any capacity, and 
especially within God’s remnant 
church, has moments of incredible joy 
and triumph as well as moments of 
heartbreaking heaviness and distress. 
Although the lion’s share of major 
decisions are done with the prayerful 
counsel of a team (and often many 
teams) of dedicated colleagues, I am 
well aware that the buck stops at the 
top (and that can be either good or 
bad.) 

In my 40 years of service for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, noth-
ing has been more painful than the 
past few months as we have struggled 
with a decision related to the current 
model of publishing ministry. We want 
you to know first-hand what is happen-
ing with this work, to ensure that no 
misinformation is shared. We are truly 
standing on the banks of the Jordan in 
these latter days, so close to Heaven 
and home. More than anything else, I 
pray for a commitment to unity and an 
understanding spirit among the people 
of God. 

Even though the membership of the 
Carolina Conference keeps growing 
(praise God!) we have been forced to 
make reductions in our pastoral, office 
and education staffing to maintain a 
close-to-balanced budget this year.  

To meet these challenges, every 
Monday morning at 8:30 our Generous 
Living prayer team gathers together 
to re-consecrate our lives to the Lord 
for the week and to call for Heaven’s 
blessings and wisdom in using the 
resources by which we can accomplish 
His work. I am happy to report a won-

derful increase in tithing trends with a 
current increase of over 8% as of the 
end of August. It is by your faithful-
ness that we are experiencing Heav-
en’s special blessings.  We strive to be 
good stewards in the management and 
utilization of those resources. 

Recent developments, however, at 
both the federal and state level have 
left CARS (Carolina Adventist Retire-
ment Systems) with a loss of Medicare 
and Medicaid funding of well over 
$400,000. Because the income of the 
Carolina Conference budget is sub-
sidized by over half a million dollars 
by CARS, we will face reductions in 
that annual income by over $200,000. 
Those reductions have already begun 
in our monthly appropriations from 
CARS as of July and will continue into 
2014. We were forced to look again at 
our budget to see what could be done 
to keep it afloat.

Over time, the work of literature 
evangelists in North America has 
transferred from a cash-based sales 
program to a credit-based program 
under the umbrella of HHES (Home 
Health Education Services). This cred-
it-based program primarily focused 
on the distribution and sale of what is 
referred to as our Big Books. These 
books include the volumes of The 
Bible Story, Bedtime Stories, The Con-
flict of Ages series and health series, 
along with a variety of other printed 
materials. Over the past several years, 
54 conferences in the North American 
Division have determined this credit 
program to be an unsustainable model. 
At the present time only four confer-
ences in the Southern Union have been 
striving to keep this program alive. 

After much prayer and deliberation 

this summer, the Southern Union Pres-
idents’ Council voted to recommend 
that we cease operations with HHES 
effective January 1, 2014, and allow 
each local conference to determine 
how they would develop their own 
publishing ministry. This council is 
comprised of the administrators of the 
Southern Union Conference, the eight 
presidents of the local conferences and 
the three university presidents in the 
Southern Union. That decision was 
confirmed on September 19, 2013, at 
the meeting of their executive commit-
tee in Atlanta, Georgia.

In anticipation of these changes, 
the Carolina Conference Executive 
Committee also spent time laboring 
and praying over this matter before 
taking action. Although philosophical 
concerns over the effectiveness of the 
current publishing program did play a 
role in the changes that will transpire 
in the coming months, the primary 
factors prompting these decisions were 
due to financial circumstances:

1.  Effective January 1, 2014, a new 
publishing program will be developed 
in the Carolina Conference that can 
function with an annual conference 
expense of no more than $250,000. We 
have been spending about $558,000 
for this program. Although our lit-
erature evangelists have maintained 
an award-winning sales record, not a 
penny of those sales offset the tithe 
revenues that are currently being 
utilized. Instead, the tithe revenues 
cover the salaries and benefits for 
four full-time publishing department 
employees (one director and three area 
leaders), their travel and miscellaneous 
expenses, plus our contribution of 
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As the climate in 
Carolina started 
changing, 40 Pathfinder 
clubs from North and 
South Carolina traveled 
to Belk Scout Camp near 
Charlotte to “Unplug” 
from technology and 
connect with God and 
their friends throughout 
the Carolinas.  

Carolina Pathfinder Campo-
ree is a great opportunity to de-
velop camping skills, survival 

and tracking skills, and skills 
in climbing, rappelling, zip-lin-
ing, orienteering, canoeing and 
biking, just to name a few.  In 
all, 20 activities were offered 
to the 988 Pathfinders and staff 
who attended.  On Sabbath, 15 
honors were offered including 
the newest NAD honor, prayer. 

New this year was the 
pioneer village, hosted by 
Ron and Joanne Brown from 
Boone, along with staff from 
the Hickory, Westminister and 
Winston Salem clubs. It en-
gaged Pathfinders in exploring 
the simple old ways of living 
such as fire building, furniture 

lashing, basket weaving, whit-
tling, dutch oven cooking, oral 
history telling and more.  

Elder Ken Rogers, Southern 
Union Pathfinder director, was 
the devotional speaker. He 
connected the dots between 
the camporee theme, “Unplug” 
and how we as Christians 
should instead plug in to Jesus.

The weather was ideal, the 
food delicious and the experi-
ence rich.  Nothing could be 
finer than to be in Carolina at 
the Pathfinder Camporee.

—by Valerie Knight

Pathfinder 
Camporee

at Belk 
Scout Camp2013
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The Charleston, South Carolina, 
Convention Center was stirring 
with over 1,000 women from 
all over the Southern Union, 
checking in for the weekend of 
September 5–8, 2013.  

The program started Thursday 
night, and the next day’s festivities 
included a prayer intensive and 
a variety of other seminars-
geared toward the ladies.  

Another alternative 
for the day was to 
serve others at a venue 
called God in Shoes 
initiated by Jo Dubs and 
the Georgia Cumberland 
Conference ten years ago.  
There were three primary 
sites:  the local Salvation 
Army; the Shiloh Ad-
ventist church; or the 
Summerville Adventist 
church.  Debbie Rapp, 
women’s ministries di-
rector, along with Jo Dubs, 
went to all the sites during the 
day to encourage and troubleshoot.  
Everything moved along 
seamlessly.

Ellen Evans and her 
team of ladies at the 
Summerville church 
had been preparing for 
months for this exciting 
venture! The room was 
decorated to the hilt by Cindy 
Sanchez with various 
“designer shoes.”  About 
every 30 minutes or 
so they would have a 
drawing for a free pair 
of new shoes!  Stand-
ing in the parking lot you 

could hear the screams of delight 
coming from inside each time a name 
was called.  

Tables were arranged so volunteers 
could serve the ladies who came from 
the community, which numbered over 
40.  From about 9:00 am until 2:00 
pm ladies entered the Family Life 
Center excited to receive their free 
spa day advertised in the local paper, 
by word-of-mouth and with a banner 

in front of the church.  
Free childcare was avail-
able, too. Jeanice Riles 
and her ladies from the 
Franklin, NC, church 
made 25 goodie bags for 

the children and brought 
them to Summerville.  Patty 

Ramirez from Concord, NC, 
and her daughter Beth donated 

over 75 bags to be passed 
out to the children at the 
Salvation Army.  It was 
certainly a team effort 
from all around the area.
The kitchen and all of its 

delectables, including four-
inch-high cakes, were handled by 

the chief cook Pat Langland. She and 
her helpers bought food in ad-

vance, funded by the South-
ern Union, and had a meal 
prepared for queens and 

princesses to dine at 
their leisure during 
the other activities.  
There were back 

and shoulder massag-
es, manicures, hand massages 

and prayer times featured 
during the day. 

Many expressions of 
thanks came from those 
who attended.  They 

couldn’t believe the church 
would do this kind of thing for 

the community.  One lady who lived 
down the street, who had recently lost 
her husband, shared, “I want to get 
involved in this outreach!”  

You never know what will draw 
people to come and minister to oth-
ers…as Christ did.  It was a day to 
remember for those who joined in 
changing lives and giving of them-
selves that day!  We don’t always 
have to be the ones getting served; 
we can step up and be counted to do 
something special for someone.  To 
God be the glory…

—by Debbie Rapp
See page 15 for your chance to get 

involved in this unique ministry!

God in Shoes
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Mills River Celebrates First 
Graduation

Kayla Austin, daugh-
ter of Bruce and Crystal 
Austin, was the first 
eighth grade graduate 
of the new Seventh-day 
Adventist School in 
Mills River, NC. Church 
members and friends 
gathered at the Mills 
River church on May 21, 
2013, to celebrate this 
milestone.  

All 15 students in grades K-8 
participated in the program with 
choral and instrumental music.  Each 
student was presented with an award 
by teachers Sue Holt and Ramona 
Pender.  They also recognized the 22 
volunteers who assisted during the 
year.  

Kayla was presented with schol-
arships from both Mount Pisgah 

Academy and Fletcher 
Academy.  

Following the com-
mencement address 
by church pastor Marc 
Swearingen, Kayla 
was presented with her 
diploma by Sue Holt and 
school board chairman 
Andrew Williams.  As 
he and the elders knelt 

around Kayla, Pastor Marc closed 
with a beautiful prayer of consecra-
tion invoking God’s blessing on this 
precious graduate.

—by Lorraine  Wellman
Photo by Pen Braister-Sturgis
Pictured from Left: Marc Swearingen, 

pastor; Sue Holt, head teacher; Kayla 
Austin; Ramona Pender, K-2 teacher; 
Andrew Williams, school board chairman.

Help MPA Build 
Fleetwood Park
Mount Pisgah Academy is well 
underway with the process of 
building Fleetwood Park, a 220-
seat amphitheater which will be used 
as a spiritual centerpiece on campus. 
This project, established by MPA 
alumni, is over halfway completed. 

The help of churches, families, 
students and alumni is desperately 
needed in order to complete this proj-
ect by Fall 2013. 

The goal over these next couple 
of months is to raise the remaining 

$35,000 which will complete the 
project. By selling 350 paving bricks 
MPA will be able to reach this goal. 

For $100 a brick, 
the donor’s name 
or institution will 
forever be im-
printed on the park 
sidewalk.

Please prayer-
fully consider what 

you can do to help bring this project 
to completion for this coming school 
year. 

MPA looks forward to the grand 
opening celebration and dedication to 
be held this Spring on Sabbath, April 
19, 2014.

Mount Pisgah Academy
Celebrating 100 years of Excellence in Education

Fleetwood Park Project
Mount Pisgah Academy 
is well underway with 
the process of building 
Fleetwood Park, an 
amphitheater that seats 
220 and will be used as 
a spiritual centerpiece 
on campus. This project, 
established by our alumni 
is more than half-way 
complete. 

The help of our churches, 
families, students and of 
course our alumni is 
desperately needed in 
order to complete this 
project by Fall 2013. 
Our goal is to dedicate 
Fleetwood Park at 
Centennial Celebration 
during alumni weekend 
next spring.

Our goal over these next couple of 
months is to raise the remaining $35,000 
which will complete the project. By 
selling 350 paving bricks we will be able 
to reach this goal. At only $100 a brick*, 
your name or institution can forever be 
imprinted on the park sidewalk.

We need your help! 
Please prayerfully consider what you 
can do to help bring this project to 
completion for this coming school year. 
Respond today and keep our 
construction crew going. 

Complete the enclosed card 
to ensure your place in this 

significant project. Your tax-
deductible contribution will 

provide a scenic and enjoyable 
atmosphere of worship for the 
young people of Mount Pisgah 

Academy. Thank you for helping 
make this project a success.

*See reverse side for previous brick donors

The Sumter “G” (God’s) 
Soldiers Pathfinder Club 

The club hit the ground run-
ning after they were formed 
late last year with 11 members. 
Below are just a few of the 
activities the “G” Soldiers have 
participated in since then:

HIKING — at Congaree 
National Park on Sabbath, 
February 9.

CAMPING OUT — During the 
first campout on March 1-3 at 
Congaree, the Pathfinders expe-
rienced freezing temperatures 
but still had fun earning the 
Seed Honor and learning about 
making and being a good friend.

GOING TO WORKBEE — At 
Nosoca Pines Ranch March 
15-16, 2013, the “G” Sol-
diers attended the Conference 
workbee/campout.  This was an 
excellent opportunity to interact 
with Pathfinders from both 
North and South Carolina.

PASSING INSPECTION—The 
Club passed their formal club 
inspection on March 20 with 
92%. They eagerly anticipate 
earning 100% next time.  

SERVING THE COMMU-
NITY—Besides a visit to a local 
nursing home on March 30, the 
Pathfinders spent time early 
in 2013 volunteering at their 
church’s Lifeline Community 
Service Center.

COMPLETING REQUIRE-
MENTS—The Pathfinders 
closed out their first year with 
seven members successfully 
completing all of their FRIEND 
class requirements. The investi-
ture program was held in June. 

The Sumter Adventist church 
is very proud of the “G” Sol-
diers Pathfinder Club.

—by Alice R. Johnson
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Revelation Today: An 
Inside Look
Revelation Today is almost upon 
us, and the city of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, has been abuzz 
with pre-work for this month-
long event. 

On Oct. 11, Evangelist Ron Halvors-
en will begin presenting this full-mes-
sage series live from Ovens Auditorium, 
and you’re invited to participate! 

The Carolina Conference is com-
mitted to reaching as many people as 
possible in this area. Three vans of 
literature evangelists canvassed the city. 
Hundreds of people have already signed 
up for Bible studies, cooking classes, a 
stop-smoking program and the Revela-
tion Today series. If you know anyone 
who lives in the Charlotte area, please 
invite them to visit www.revelationto-
day.com to learn more!

Not only will this series make an 
impact in Charlotte, but anyone with 
access to 3ABN or the Internet can play 
a vital role in hosting this event! Visit 
www.revelationtodaylive.com to get all 
the details you need about hosting this 

series in your home, office or church.
“A simple invitation to Revelation 

Today could change a life for eternity,” 
said Pastor John Bradshaw, speaker/
director of It Is Written. “Any oppor-
tunity you have to share a comprehen-
sive Bible message with others is very 
valuable.”

Here are just a few behind-the-scenes 
stories about what has been happening 
in preparation for this series:

• A Bible worker named Richard, who 
was offering Bible studies door-to-door, 
encountered a man who repeatedly 
yelled “No!” at him—after Richard had 
uttered just three words! As Richard left 
and walked to another house, he prayed 
that the man would have a change of 
heart. Suddenly, he heard someone 
calling out to him and saw that the same 
man was now walking briskly in his di-
rection. To Richard’s surprise, the man 
apologized for the way he’d behaved 
and gratefully accepted a copy of Steps 
to Christ and a handbill for the upcom-
ing meetings.

• Karen, another Bible worker, has 
been training church members on how 
to do Bible work themselves. After 
completing the Bible study training 
sessions, one church member decided 
to approach her neighbor. She braced 

herself for a negative reaction, but the 
neighbor surprised her with an emphatic 
“Yes!”

• Angela heard It Is Written on the 
radio. She and her husband had some 
questions about the Bible, so they went 
to the It Is Written website and explored 
the devotionals and weekly programs. 
Not long after that, two people knocked 
on their door and invited them to study 
the Bible. When they learned that the 
Bible workers were from It Is Writ-
ten, they gladly agreed. The couple is 
now planning to attend the evangelistic 
series.

The Lord continues to move in 
Charlotte and around the world. Keep 
this series in your prayers, and become 
an active part of this event by inviting 
others to attend with you in Charlotte 
(www.revelationtoday.com) or by host-
ing it in your home, place of business or 
church (www.revelationtodaylive.com). 

“We are lifting up Jesus in a dy-
namic, hopeful way—letting people see 
that the message of the Bible not only 
works, but is relevant to life in today’s 
world,” said Pastor Bradshaw of the 
series. “The Bible presents the answers 
to every issue we face. By God’s grace, 
many lives will be changed during this 
series!”

I would like to invite those of you 
who live in the Greater Charlotte 
area to the “Revelation Today” 
meetings I will be conducting 
October 11 – November 9, 2013 at 

Ovens Auditorium. 
I am excited to work with It Is 

Written in presenting these life-
changing messages from God’s Word 

for the people of Charlotte. Your at-
tendance at these meetings will not only 

be a blessing to you personally, but your 

enthusiastic attendance will be an encour-
agement to those who will be hearing these 
timely messages for the first time. 

Perhaps you have not been attending 
church regularly for some time. If this is 
your situation, please consider these meet-
ings as God’s special invitation for you. 
God wants to use these messages to reach 
out in love to you and thousands of others 
with the compassionate call of Christ. 

I am still amazed and humbled at how 
God can use me, an ex-gang member with 
a heavy Brooklyn accent, to draw hurting 
souls into God’s loving embrace. Join us!

Series Presenter 
RON HALVORSEN

at www.revelationtodaylive.comWatch Online
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CAROLINA YOUTH
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FOR CHRIST

Like many 15-year-olds her 
age, Bethany Sheridan wanted 
an enjoyable summer, a 
respite from the classrooms 
and schooling that took much 
of her time during the year. 

So when Bethany heard about a 
week-long evangelism training event 
by Carolina Youth for Christ (CYC), 
she inwardly groaned.

“I just wanted a break,” she said 
in a testimony for Sabbath service 
at the Midtown Adventist church in 
Columbia, SC.

But her parents encouraged her to 
go.“They said, ‘Jesus is there, Jesus 
is there,’” she recalled.

Bethany and 11 other students at-
tended the first-ever Cross-Training, 
held by CYC to instruct partici-
pants from the ages of 13-35 on the 
doctrines of the church, how to share 
their faith in Jesus, find Bible study 
leads and give studies.

CYC is a grassroots, youth-led 
movement of Seventh-day Adventists 
that desires to fulfill Christ’s Great 
Commission by spreading the Three 
Angel’s Messages. CYC’s mission is 
to connect, inspire, train and equip 
the young people in North and South 
Carolina. Its prayer is that their mis-
sion will lead to a revival of primitive 
godliness, an outpouring of the Latter 
Rain and ultimately the Second Com-
ing of Jesus.

Students slept on site at the Mid-
town church—boys in the church 
classrooms and girls in the church 
house next door. Daily activities 
began at 5am with exercise, followed 
by devotions, showers and breakfast. 
Classes on doctrines covering the 
fundamental beliefs filled the re-
mainder of the morning, with a lunch 
break at noon. Students had free time 
in the early afternoon followed by 
classes on personal evangelism. For 
two hours after dinner every evening 
students went door-to-door invit-
ing people to personal Bible studies, 
prophecy seminars, cooking and stop-

smoking seminars.
When she gave her testimony at 

Midtown church, 21-year-old Emilia 
Cantarero of Clemson, SC, said the 
Cross Training event was a life-
changing experience.

“I want to live for Jesus and tell 
people about him.”

A member of Emilia’s church, 
Henry Stubbs, has noticed a differ-
ence in her since she returned from 
CYC’s Cross-training. “She told us 
she really wants to learn more about 
the Bible now and God’s love. She 
talked about the absolute beautiful 
message of the love of our Lord and 
Savior who gave His life for us. I 
just haven’t heard her talk like that 
before. Praise the Lord!”

Indeed the passion to share Jesus 
has been contagious among the 
participants. 14-year-old Ava George 
of Clinton, TN, and 18-year-old Rita 
Lee of Corryton, TN, gave their first 
Bible study several days after Cross-
training and it went very well. They 
were so excited, the girl they studied 
with was begging for another lesson 
right away.

For Bethany, evangelism and 
finishing the Great Commission is not 
just for the seminary-trained, full-
time evangelist or the distant over-
seas missionary. When she got home 
from CYC Cross-Training she began 
sharing what she had learned with a 
neighbor she’s been studying with.

“When I came back from CYC he 
was so amazed that I got all that stuff 
in one week,” she said. “And on Fri-
day night I gave him the Bible study 
on the experience of salvation and he 
got it in a snap! So I’m really excited. 
Continue to pray that he will move 
towards baptism.”

CYC’s next event will be a week-
end gathering at the Raleigh, NC, 
church. For more information, visit 
CYC online at www.carolinayouth-
forchrist.com, facebook: www.face-
book.com/CarolinaYouthForChrist, 
info@carolinayouthforchrist.com

—by Anh Pham
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Carolina Members 
Lead in Sharing Jesus 
in the Congo
  In Isaiah 6:8 it says, “Also I 
heard the voice of the Lord, 
saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me.” 

For the past two years, groups 
of ShareHim speakers have gone 
to mineral-rich regions of Eastern 
Congo that have been the scene of 
various rebel activities in recent 
months.  Over this period, literally 
thousands in this unsettled area have 
heard and accepted the Good News of 
Hope in Christ. 

This year, a group of Carolina 

members who had been on earlier 
trips responded to an invitation to 
return.  Arden member Karolyn Leon-
ard gathered 14 people to answer the 
call and Jonathan Leonard coordi-
nated the project.  The five Carolina 
members were joined by others from 
around the country.

   The city of Bukavu is home to 
one million people. Last year when 
ShareHim came for the first time, 
there were only 300 members in the 
city. Now there are over 1000!  Pastor 
Ongasa Thomas, field president in 
the Bukavu area, issued the return 
invitation. On July 2, 14 volunteers 
convened on Kigali, Rwanda, and 
then took a six-hour bus trip into the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
where they made their home for the 
next two-and-a-half weeks. 

There were ten sites—most of 
them outdoors—with several hundred 
people attending.

The devil was working hard to 
cause interference. Generators would 
cut off and they would lose power; 
equipment didn’t work right; gun-
shots would go off nearby and scare 
listeners away. And, of course, the 
leaders of other churches in the area 
would tell their people not to come 
to the meetings. At one meeting a 
man came, found his wife there and 

beat her in front of everyone. Then 
when he got her home, he beat her 
again. But despite this people came, 
and many made decisions to accept 
Jesus and be baptized. There have 
been over 200 baptisms and more are 
studying and have joined the church. 

   During baptisms all the mem-
bers and children gather around the 
baptistry enthusiastically singing 
and praising the Lord. The joy-
ful singing continues until the new 
members come back from changing 
their clothes. Can’t you just imagine 

the party going on in heaven as 
well?

   Some who join the church 
are forced to leave their homes 
because their families no longer 
accept them. Most have no place 
to go and nothing to live on 
unless a church member takes 
them in.

   After baptism the new mem-
ber is paired up with someone in 
the church who stays in contact 
with them to provide encourage-

ment and friendship, keeping them 
connected with the family of God. 
Each site also has at least one full-
time Bible worker to continue Bible 
studies and evangelism.

   In addition to preaching, the vol-
unteers also ran a health clinic at ten 
different sites in the city. Over 2,000 
people came and received free check-
ups, medicine and dental care. Some 
had wounds that were bandaged up, 
and some had ailments that just could 

not be helped. Maranatha! 
   God does not call the equipped, 

He equips the called. If you make 
yourself available, He can and will 
use you. 

Learn more at Caring4DRCongo.org
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Noted Seventh-day Adventist 
neurosurgeon Dr. Ben Carson 
and other speakers sounded 
a rallying cry for retooled 
education and reverence to God 
at Hickory Metro Convention 
Center on August 22.

More than 1,600 people gathered 
in Hickory, NC, to hear Carson, Rev. 
Mark Harris and US Senate Chaplain 
Barry Black, also an Adventist, tell 
their tales of triumph through faith, 
discipline and action.

Carson talked about growing up in 

dire poverty, surrounded by bad influ-
ences and complacency. 

It was Carson’s mother that altered 
the course of his life. Despite having 
merely a third-grade education, she 
had a powerful work ethic. She cur-
tailed his television time and required 

him to read and review books. 
“I started to enjoy reading books, 

and I started knowing the answers to 
the questions in class,” Carson said.

Today, Carson oversees a schol-
arship program for children with 
academic excellence and humanizing 
qualities. He said that young people 
need to be taught to believe in them-
selves and to not back down in the 
face of adversity.

“We gotta get this ‘What can you 
do for me?’ attitude out of them and 
get this ‘can do’ spirit into them,” 
Carson said.

Barry Black, who is also a retired 
US Navy Admiral, was the first 
speaker of the evening. He told the 
audience that while education may 
lead to a more lucrative career, wis-
dom is the ability to discern between 
right and wrong. Black said this wis-
dom comes from looking to God.

Black said that America is “slouch-
ing towards Gomorrah” and the 
way to correct this is to teach young 
people and leaders to cultivate refer-
ential awe.

“If we have leaders that don’t ask 
for wisdom, we have to ask God for 
wisdom on their behalf,” Black said.

—Reprinted in part from the Hickory 
Record, by John Tinkelenberg 

Pictured above, left: Dr. Ben Carson. 
Pictured left: Dr. Barry Black with Carole 
and Leslie Louis.

“We gotta get this 

‘What can you do for 

me?’ attitude out of 

them and get this ‘can 

do’ spirit into them.”

The Burlington Spanish 
Company had a graduation 
on August 3, 2013, of ten 
Growth Group Leaders. 

Antonio Vides received training 
in church planting in Tamarac, 
FL, and when he moved to North 
Carolina, he wanted to share what 
he had learned.  

Some members accepted the 
challenge of leadership, and then 
went through the training course 
he provided.  

As a result of the committment 
of these new leaders, four new 
groups have developed in church 
members’ homes.  They already 
have some visitors attending.

—by Antonio Vides

High Point Homecoming
The High Point church will 

celebrate its 100 year anniversary 
on Sabbath, October 19, 2013. 

They would like to invite any-
one who is or has been a member 
to visit with them on this special 
Sabbath. The guest speaker will be 
Elder Leslie Louis, president of the 
Carolina Conference. Lunch will 
be followed by an afternoon of 
music, renewal of old friendships 
and a time to reminisce about the 
history of the church.

In the late 1800s a small group 
of people came together in High 
Point to worship the Sabbath. In 
1913, the church and a school 
were officially established. 

For more information, contact 
Pastor Serban at 336-869-2215.
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Don’t Pay Too Much 
For Your Whistle!

“Better a little with the fear 
of the Lord than great wealth 
with turmoil.” Proverbs 15:16

Benjamin Franklin, statesman, 
inventor, philosopher and author was 
also an avid letter writer.  He kept up 
a lively correspondence with many 
friends around the globe.  This 
amusing letter recounting an experi-
ence from his childhood gives us 
food for thought as we contemplate 
the generous life:

Dear Friend,
I am charmed with your descrip-

tion of Paradise, and with your 
plan of living there; and I approve 
much of your conclusion, that, in 
the meantime, we should draw all 
the good we can from this world.  In 
my opinion we might all draw more 
good from it than we do, and suffer 
less evil, if we would take care not to 
give too much for whistles.  For to 
me it seems that most of the unhappy 
people we meet with are become so by 
neglect of that caution.

You ask what I mean?  You love 
stories, and will excuse my telling one 
of myself.

When I was a child of seven years 
old, my friends, on a holiday, filled my 
pocket with coppers.  I went directly 
to a shop where they sold toys for 
children; and being charmed with 
the sound of a whistle, that I met by 
the way in the hands of another boy, 
I voluntarily offered and gave all my 
money for one.  I then came home, 
and went whistling all over the house, 
much pleased with my whistle, but 
disturbing all the family.  My broth-
ers, and sisters, and cousins, under-
standing the bargain I had made, told 
me I had given four times as much 
for it as it was worth.  This put in my 
mind what good things I might have 
bought with the rest of the money; 
and they laughed at me so much for 
my folly, that I cried with vexation; 
and the reflection gave me more 
chagrin than the whistle gave me 
pleasure.

This however, was afterward of 
use to me, the impression continuing 
on my mind; so that often, when I 

was tempted to buy some unneces-
sary thing, I said to myself, “Don’t 
give too much for the whistle;” and I 
saved my money.

As I grew up, came into the world, 
and observed the actions of men, I 
thought I met with many, very many, 
who gave too much for their whistle.

When I saw one fond of popular-

ity, constantly employing himself in 
political bustles, neglecting his own 
affairs, and ruining them by that ne-
glect, “He pays, indeed,” said I, “too 
much for his whistle.”

If I knew a miser, who gave up 
every kind of comfortable living, all 
the pleasure of doing good to others, 
all the esteem of his fellow-citizens, 
and the joys of benevolent friendship, 
for the sake of accumulating wealth, 
“Poor man,” said I, “you pay too 
much for your whistle.”

When I met with a man of pleasure, 
sacrificing every laudable improve-
ment of the mind, or of his fortune, 
to mere corporeal sensations, and 
ruining his health in their pursuit, 
“Mistaken man,” said I, “you are 
providing pain for yourself, instead of 
pleasure; you give too much for your 
whistle.”

If I see one  fond of appearance, 
of fine clothes, fine houses, fine 
furniture, all above his fortune, for 
which he contracts debts, and ends 
his career in a prison, “Alas!” say I, 
“he has paid dear, very dear,  for his 
whistle.”

In short, I conceive that a great 
part of the miseries of mankind are 
brought upon them by the false esti-
mates they have made of the value of 
things, and by their giving too much 
for their whistles.

Adieu, my dear friend, and believe 
me ever yours very sincerely and with 
unalterable affection.

Benjamin Franklin, 1779
Don’t pay too much for your 

whistle!  “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  Mat-
thew 6:21

Rick Russell, Treasurer

To learn more about 
Generous Living, go to 
www.carolinasda.org or 
scan this code with your 
smart phone.

GENEROUS
All of me in response to all of Him
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Workmans Celebrate 60th 
Anniversary

Ralph and Dorothy Workman met 
at Washington Missionary College 
in 1951 and were married in Norris-
town, PA, on October 4, 1953.

Dorothy was an elementary school 
teacher and served her local church 
in many capacities. Ralph is retired 
from being a pastor and U.S. Army 
chaplain. He served in Korea, Viet-
nam, Germany and various places in 
the United States, and still works part 
time as a chaplain at Beystone Health 
and Rehabilitation, a 50-bed skilled 
nursing facility in Fletcher, NC.

They have three grown children: 
Ralph C. ‘Chuck” Workman, Jr., an 
educator and ordained pastor; Trudy 
A. Workman, a certified nurse’s as-
sistant and caterer; and Raymond W. 
“Ray” Workman, M.D., a cardiolo-
gist. They have also been blessed 
with five wonderful grandchildren; 
Emily, Adrienne, Kelsey, Gilman and 
Christopher.

They have resided in the same 
home in Hendersonville, NC, for the 
past 33 years, and are active members 
of the Fletcher, NC, church.

God’s Backyard Camp 
What a great time nearly 80 children 
from both church and community 
had this Summer at the Tryon church 
Vacation Bible School.  Children ages 
1-12, along with their teen leaders, 
participated. The theme this year was 
“Service,” showing how all can serve 
family, friends, neighbors, community 
and Jesus.  

Opening exercises found them sit-
ting around a make-believe campfire 

in make-believe woods complete with 
tents, river, woods, kayak and ranger 
station—everyone felt like they really 
were out in God’s great backyard.

Children had ten minutes at each of 
four activity stations. They played tag 
ball, listened to stories reinacted in the 
camping tent, around the campfire or 
by the river, made crafts and learned 
forest survival skills. The adults 
enjoyed the entire experience as much 
as the children. Wish you could have 
been there? Maybe next year!

—by Bev Cook
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From the President continued from page 2

about $120,000 to HHES which has 
been serving as the umbrella organiza-
tion for the 16 literature evangelists 
we have in our conference territory.

Effective January 1, 2014, we will 
begin with a clean slate in the pub-
lishing department. Because that will 
conclude the employment of these four 
dear publishing leaders on December 
31, 2013, it is our plan to work out fair 
and equitable employment settlements 
for each of them, and some form of 
assistance for our six qualifying litera-
ture evangelists.

2. The new focus of the publishing 
work of the Carolina Conference will 
be that of a personal ministries direc-
tor. The primary role and responsibili-
ty of this director will be to engage the 
members of all our churches to utilize 
the GLOW tracts and other printed 
materials in an intentional witnessing 
program. We will continue to employ 
a half-time secretary for this depart-
ment at the office.

3. To continue our door-to-door 
ministry we will work toward estab-
lishing a leader of MPA ShareHim and 
a Magabook program for youth in the 
Carolina Conference.

4. The Big Book credit program will 
not be funded by the Conference in 
the new model unless new sources of 
funding become available to substanti-

ate such a program. I am praying ear-
nestly that God will open the windows 
of Heaven with the necessary funding 
to make this happen. It is my sincere 
hope that we can continue to experi-
ence God’s blessings through the faith-
ful work of our literature evangelists.

Obviously there are still many de-
tails to be worked out, so the coming 
months will need to reflect consider-
able planning and implementation.

On behalf of the Executive Com-
mittee, I want to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to Ron Davis, Lance Mor-
rison, Louise Venables and Brandon 
Tygret for their passion and conviction 
for the publishing ministry. Each of 
them put their heart and soul into their 
work. Although I feel these decisions 
had to be made, it pains my heart 
because of my love and admiration for 
each one of them.

Every one of our literature evan-
gelists has faithfully represented the 
Lord Jesus in every door they have 
knocked on, in every prayer they 
have uttered, in every book that has 
been sold, in every home they have 
witnessed to, in every heart that has 
been moved by the Holy spirit and in 
every soul that has received Jesus as 
the Lord of his or her life.

As each of them may wonder what 
the Lord’s plan may be for them in 
the coming year, I encourage you to 
earnestly pray for God’s leading in 

each of their lives and to claim His as-
surance in Psalm 32:8, “I will instruct 
you and teach you in the way you 
should go; I will guide you with My 
eye.”

“Let everyone professing the name 
of Christ act a part in sending forth the 
message, ‘The end of all things is at 
hand; prepare to meet thy God.’ Our 
publications should go everywhere…
Hand out the papers and tracts to those 
with whom you associate, and speak a 
word in season, praying that the Holy 
Ghost will make the seed produc-
tive in some hearts. This work will 
be blessed of God.” Ellen White, The 
Publishing Ministry, Page 57

Beyond the heartbreak of difficult 
decisions is the glorious hope of a new 
day full of blessings. With God’s lead-
ing there is always hope. By His grace 
we will overcome the obstacles that 
Satan places in the path of His work. 
Till Jesus comes, there will always be 
a publishing ministry in harmony with 
the counsel of God’s messenger to His 
Remnant Church. 

Your servant leader,

Leslie D. Louis

Women Under the Hood
During the month of August at 

the Tryon church, a very unique and 
vital workshop was held.  Pastor 
Bill Strong, who practically grew 
up “under a hood” under his father’s 
tutelage, along with Todd Collson, 
instructed ladies on what they needed 
to know about their cars.

The event met for three Monday 
evenings in a row from 6-9 pm. The 
ladies learned the basics of how their 
cars work and how to maintain them 
in order to:  1) know what to do if 
anything “strange” happens while 
driving and 2) help offset the possibil-
ity of being stranded, and 3) sound 
somewhat knowledgable when taking 
their vehicles to the auto shop.

Attendees learned about the seven 
basic fluids under the hood and where 
to locate them. They also learned to 
identify various belts and hoses, what 
to check before a trip, instrument 
lights, flashers, etc.  About half-way 
through the class teams of two women 
were directed to go to their vehicles in 
the church parking lot accompanied 
by a “tech.”  The techs were men from 
the congregation who had a handle 
on under-the-hood components, and 
could give them a personal tour of 
their car’s features.

 Thirty-five ladies attended and 
around 30 of them were community 
guests. Many ladies asked when it 
would be offered again. Plans are in 
the works for next year!

 —by Bev Cook
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For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference web site at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar

OCTOBER
Revelation Today ................................. 11-Nov 9. 
with Ron Halvorsen/John Bradshaw at Ovens 
Auditorium in Charlotte NC. Discover more at: 
www.revelationtoday.com.
Hispanic Women’s Retreat  .............18-20. NPR.
God in Shoes ....................... 27. Lumberton, NC.

NOVEMBER
ASI Southern Union’s FALL Conference  ...... 8-9 
An online conference in partnership with 
Southern Adventist University’s School of 
Business and Evangelistic Resource Center. 
www.asisouthernunion.com

DECEMBER
SU Evangelism Council  ............................... 2-5. 
Daytona Beach, FL.

JANUARY
Ministerial Workers Meeting ................5-8. NPR.
Generous Living Prayer Summit ............. 5. NPR.

Carolina Obituaries

ALLEN, Virgil D., 73, born Nov. 3, 
1939, in Springville, TN, died August 12, 
2013, in Hendersonville, NC.  Allen was the 
owner/operator of Allen Builders in Hender-
sonville for 40 years. He was a member of 
the Fletcher church. Virgil was preceded in 
death by his siblings, Stanley Allen, Annie 
Allen Wade, Jessie Allen Collins, Eugene 
Allen and Roberta Allen Norwood.  Virgil 
is survived by his wife of 55 years, Marcia 
Jones Allen of Hendersonville, NC; one 
son, Greg D. Allen of Hendersonville, NC; 
three brothers, Clarence Allen (Lois) of 
Longwood, FL, Emmett Allen (Carolyn) 
of Apopka, FL, and Fred Allen (Linda) of 
Haven, FL; three grandchildren, Heather 
Bass, Stephanie Allen Coon and Anthony 
J. Allen; three great-grandchildren, Alex 
Coon, Alexis R. Bass, and Peyton Faulk; 
and many nieces and nephews.

BLACK, John Esmond, 90, born Febru-
ary 3, 1923, in Saluda, SC, died on June 
17, 2013, in Hendersonville, NC. He was a 
member of the Fletcher church and worked 
as the purchasing manager at Kimberly 
Clark for most of his life. Surviving is his 
wife, Mary Louise Breedlove Black of Na-
ples, NC; a daughter, Nena Zeman (Daniel) 
of Ridgefield, CT; and three grandchildren, 
Stephanie Zanvetto, Jeremy Zeman, and 
Jonathan Zeman.

HEAD, Evelyn Singletary, 91, born 
November 10, 1922, in Cowards, SC, died 

April 12, 2013. She was a member of the 
Columbia First, SC, church. She was the 
daughter of the late Douglas Singletary and 
Lillie Stewart Singletary. She was preceded 
in death by her son, Singletary “Terry” 
Head; three brothers, three sisters, one 
grandson and one great-grandson. Surviving 
is her sister, Betty Jones of Florence, SC;  
one daughter, Janice Branham of West Co-
lumbia, SC; one son, Wylie Benjamin Head 
III of Charleston, SC; 12 grandchildren; 21 
great-grandchildren; and four great-great-
grandchildren.

MACIVOR, Lenna Mae Rice, 90, born 
March 23, 1923, in Charlotte, MI, died July 
18, 2013, in Fletcher, NC.  Before attending 
Cedar Lake Academy in Michigan, Lenna 
Mae met Dr. John Harvey Kellogg at the 
Battle Creek Sanitarium.  He encouraged 
her to become a nurse, which she did. She 
graduated as a RN in 1946 from the Tacoma 
Hospital School of Nursing in Greenville, 
TN.  Lenna  Mae worked at the State Or-
thopedic Hospital in Lincoln, NE, and also 
at the Pewee Valley Sanitarium in KY. She 
was the director of nurses at Eugene Leland 
Memorial Hospital in Riverdale, MD.  At 
the Battle Creek Sanitarium she worked 
as a nurse, sanitarium supervisor, assistant 
director of nurses and administrative  as-
sistant.  She moved to the Fletcher, NC, 
area in 1969 with her husband.  She was a 
member of the Fletcher church. Lenna Mae 
and her husband visited all the Seventh-
day Adventist institutions in the Southern 

Union demonstrating Worthington Foods.  
She served as director of nursing services 
at the Mountain Sanitarium and Hospital in 
Fletcher, NC. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Charles MacIvor.  Surviving is 
her step-daughter, Nancy Arnold (Russell) 
of Adelphi, MD; grandchildren, Ivette, 
Grant and Andrew; three brothers, Nevin 
alan Rice (Lana) of Berrien Springs, MI, 
LaVern Alberti Rice (Linda) of Enterprise, 
OR, Lawrence J. Rice, Jr., of Collegedale, 
TN; and several nieces and nephews.

NEFF, Normagene Cowman, 95, born 
August 15, 1918, in Dayton, OH, died July 
14, 2013, in Fletcher, NC. She and her hus-
band moved to Hendersonville, NC, in 1953 
to take advantage of the Christian educa-
tion offered for their children at Fletcher 
Academy. She was preceded in death by 
her husband. Surviving is her sister, Louise 
Burger of Dayton, OH; two daughters, Ruth 
Ann Bradley and Rose Mary Sikora; a son, 
Pastor John E. Neff, five grandchildren; and 
10 great-grandchildren.

SMITH, Ina Louise Tuttle Smith, 92, 
born July 15, 1921, in Bennington , VT., 
died Aug. 25, 2013, at Hendersonville 
Health and Rehab. She was a teacher and 
a member of the Mills River, NC, church. 
She is survived by her husband Harry Smith 
of Etowah, NC; two sons, Bill Stull of 
Temperanceville, VA, and Roger Stull of 
Lewisburg, WV; two step-daughters, Brenda 
Richards of Glendale, CA, and Rhonda Tor-
res of Candler, NC; and four grandchildren. 

God in Shoes
October 27, 2013 • Lumberton, NC

Volunteers are needed for God in Shoes to give 
hand massages, manicures, chair massages and 

pamper the ladies who come out from the Lumber 
River community. This is an outreach to the ladies 

who sign up for Bible studies.

1:00 – 4:00 pm
Call 704-596-3200 for more info

Come and share your gifts of ministry and have  
the chance to be of service to others on 

this outstanding Spa Day!!



TURN YOUR EYES 
UPON JESUS
George R. Knight
Reg $16.99  
SALE $12.99

WOMEN—OUR 
FATHER CARES
Ellen G. White                   
Reg $16.99  
SALE $12.99

BREATHE
Ardis Stenbakken 
Reg $16.99  
SALE $12.99 

YOUNG ADULT—
HOW TO FEED THE 
MEDIAVORE  
Heather Day 
Reg $14.99  
SALE $9.99 

TEEN—PORTAL 
Mark Witas 
Reg $15.99  
SALE $11.99       

JUNIOR—GRAB YOUR 
BOARDING PASS  
Kalie Kelch
Reg $16.99  
SALE $12.99

PRIMARY—GOD’S 
AMAZING CREATION
Redden, Reed, 
Yamada 
Reg $15.99 
SALE $11.99

PRESCHOOL—HUGS 
FROM JESUS
Sally Pierson Dillon
Reg $14.99  
SALE $11.99

WAIT TILL YOU SEE OUR
FALL SPECIALS

For more 
specials and 
events, scan this 
code to visit our 
website or “Like” 
us at Facebook.
com/carolinaacbc.

Bookmobile hours and other information are on 
our website: www.carolinasda.org/ACBC

CONFIDENCE IN CHAOS 
by John Bradshaw
Reg $2.49  
SALE $1.00  

Running on Empty 
by Ellen Bailey
Reg $2.49  
SALE $1.00

2014 DEVOTIONALS:

2014 SHARING BOOKS :: 
Quantity pricing available! 

 
Buy 2 cans of Loma 

Linda or Worthington 
canned food for only 

$8! Cases are only $45!  
(Select cans 2/$9 or $50/case)
*Must purchase 2 cans of same 
product, Excludes Institutional 
sizes. Prices good through Nov. 

24, 2013.) 
Please Pre-Order!

BOOKMOBILE :: 
Coming soon to a church near you!
Hisp. Women’s Ret.  Oct. 18-20
Wilmington, NC Oct. 20
Hickory, NC Oct. 23 
Greenville, SC Oct. 26
Anderson, SC Oct. 27
Mt Pisgah, NC Nov. 2
Hendersonville, NC Nov. 3

Spartanburg, SC Nov. 9
Tryon, NC Nov. 10
Fayetteville, NC Nov. 13
Raleigh, NC Nov. 16
Jacksonville, NC Nov. 17
Columbia, SC Nov. 23
Aiken, SC Nov. 24

The Carolina Action
Carolina Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists
PO Box 44270
Charlotte, NC 28215-0043

FOOD SALE!

Special $1.00 price available only by phone, in store, or at 
bookmobile sale. Not available online.


