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Beginnings

Carolina Conference 
President Leslie Louis 
continues his new ministry 
at Laurentiu Serban’s 
ordination.



On the evening of December 19, 
while travelling to Florida for 

a pastoral interview/visit with one of 
our church districts, I received a call 
that changed the course of my day. In 
an instant my life took on a complete-
ly unexpected turn!

The call was from your former 
President, Elder Jim Davidson, now 
serving as the Executive Secretary of 
the Southern Union. He informed me 
that the Carolina Conference Execu-
tive Committee had unanimously 
voted me to be your new conference 
president.  Although aware the posi-
tion was vacant, I was completely 
taken by surprise that I was on the 
list of candidates, and even more 
surprised that I was the one chosen!  
What touched my heart more than 
anything was when I heard how the 
specially-called meeting was bathed 
in prayer.  Forty separate times prayer 

was offered as the Executive Commit-
tee went through a list of 39 prospec-
tive names. After recovering from 
my initial surprise, I requested the 
opportunity to pray and reflect on this 
decision with my dear wife, Carole. I 
desired a clear sense of God’s leading 
in accepting this invitation. 

After arriving home very late that 
night, Carole and I began a time of 
earnest prayer and contemplation to 
help us determine where God was 
leading in our lives and our ministry.  
On the morning of December 21, we 
were both at peace as we agreed that 
I would accept the call of the Caro-
lina Conference to serve as your 37th 
president.  That day was even more 
special as it was Carole’s birthday! 
(Carole was born in Raleigh, N.C. 
and has always considered herself a 
Carolina girl.  I don’t think I’ll ever 
top this as a birthday present for her!)

As I write this, I just returned from 
a trip to Nosoca Pines Ranch where 
I had the privilege of meeting with 
our team of pastoral workers. On the 
night I arrived, I felt an overwhelm-
ing sense of inadequacy and a degree 
of apprehension about the road ahead 
of me. As I lay down to sleep that 
night, directly across from the bed 
were these words of assurance from 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengthneth 
me.”  At that moment I sensed the 
voice of God’s promise in the words 
of that banner. My dear friend and 
mentor, Elder Mel Eisele, president of 
the Gulf States Conference, once re-
assured me with these words: “When 
God calls you to a task, know that He 
also enables you for that task.” 

I am truly humbled and honored 

by the sacred trust you have placed 
on me as I assume this mantle of 
servant-leadership for God’s remnant 
church in the Carolinas. Carole and 
I sincerely solicit your continued 
prayers as we make this transition and 
I begin my new role.

A Note of Introduction
Although my family is from India, 

I was born on the beautiful island of 
Ceylon (now known as Sri Lanka) 
and spent most of my boyhood days 
there while my parents served as 
teachers on a mission school cam-
pus. Soon after coming to the United 
States, I finished my elementary 
school and high school years in Mary-
land. 

During my years at Southern 
Adventist University (then known as 
Southern Missionary College), I was 
drawn to the teaching ministry. From 
1971-1972 I studied theology & his-
tory at Newbold College in England. 
I completed my B.A. in Religion at 
Southern in 1973. Then  in 1982 I 
completed my Masters Degree in 
Education at Andrews University. 

During the past 39 years I have 
served in the Florida, Ohio, Carolina, 
Kentucky-Tennessee and the Gulf 
States Conferences. Much of my min-
istry has been dedicated to Adventist 
Education as a teacher and adminis-
trator. For the past ten years, I have 
served as the Director of Education 
and more recently as the Executive 
Secretary in the Gulf States.

Carole is truly the love of my life 
and faithful supporter of my ministry. 
Last December we celebrated our 
38th anniversary. Carole loves her 
profession as a nurse. We have two 

Greetings!
to Our Carolina 
Family of  Believers

Continued on page 4 . . .

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina Conference President

Top: Leslie and Carole
Left:  Catherine, Greg and Isla
Above: Christopher and his 
fiancée, Rebecka
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When Elder Leslie Louis 
placed prayerful hands on 

Pastor Serban at his ordination at the 
High Point church on Sabbath, Janu-
ary 7, it was a significant milestone 
for both men in their ministries. Louis 
was performing his first ordination as 
the new Carolina Conference presi-
dent. Serban was about to rise from 
his knees as an ordained pastor of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. There 
was a spirit of celebration as these 
two men accepted their new responsi-
bilities in the Lord’s work. 
Biography of 
Pastor Serban

Pastor Laurentiu 
(Lawrence) Serban 
was born in 1965 in 
the former communist 
country of Romania.  
In spite of the politi-
cal oppression and the 
dominant influence 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church, his 

parents raised him in accordance 
with the Biblical principles as 
taught by the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. Since childhood he has loved 
and served the Church in various ca-
pacities such as youth leader, Sabbath 
school teacher, elder and pastor.  Soon 
after his baptism at age 19 he started 
his preaching career which became 
his life-long passion.

 Facing numerous challenges 
regarding his religious beliefs, Pastor 
Serban was at last able to reach the 

highest level of 
academic educa-
tion offered in 
his country by 
the public school 
system.  He 
graduated with a 
masters degree in 
science engineer-
ing, and soon 
after, he received 

the call to serve as a secretary of the 

Evangelism Department at the Roma-
nian Union.

Lawrence married Adriana in 1992, 
and together they chose to expand 
their opportunities for life and min-
istry by moving to the United States. 
Pursuing their dreams, they each 
graduated with a Master of Divinity 
from Andrews University.  They con-
tinued their academic journeys with 
Lawrence pursuing a doctoral degree 
in Religious Education and Adriana a 
doctoral degree in Pastoral Psychol-
ogy.  Since 2005, both of them have 
served God in the Carolina Confer-
ence by pastoring the High Point 
church.

 The Serbans have two precious 
daughters, Heidi and Beatrice. The 
entire Serban family is committed to 
serve the Lord and His church with 
their talents and abilities.
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Greetings . . . continued from page 2

adult children. Our son Christopher, 
along with his fiancée, Rebecka Noble, 
has been teaching English in South 
Korea since they completed their mas-
ters degrees at Andrews University.  
They are getting married this summer 
in her home state of Montana. Our 
daughter, Catherine, and her husband, 
Greg Schnepper, are both physicians 
serving in Pittsburgh, PA. They have 
a baby girl who is seven months old. 
Isla is our first grandchild and truly the 
apple of our eye!

The Passion of My Heart
I am a third generation Adventist. 

I believe that being an Adventist is 
all about living with the confident 
assurance of Hebrews 10:37: “For yet 
a little while, And He who is coming 
will come and will not tarry.” (NKJV).  
God has raised and guided our church 
from a fledgling group in New Eng-
land to a global movement of over 17 
million, desiring us to proclaim the 
everlasting gospel and herald a special 
End-time message to the world.  

It is my heartfelt hope and prayer 
that we will remain faithful to our 

unique mission as Seventh-day Adven-
tist Christians:

That we will not be entrapped by 
creeping compromises and deviant 
distractions which keep us from the 
steady course toward our Heavenly 
harbor home.

 That we in the Carolinas will em-
brace a spirit of revival and reforma-
tion as never before.

That we will cultivate a climate of 
kindness and genuine love in how we 
treat each other in our churches and 
communities.

 That evangelism and discipleship 
will be the heartbeat of all that we do 
in Christ’s name, fulfilling the great 
commission of Matthew 28:19-20 – 
“Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. 
Amen.”

Leslie D. Louis
President, Carolina Conference

Women Today
It was the first day of the 

first “Women Today Expo” 
in Anderson, SC, an event 
designed to celebrate all as-
pects of a woman’s life. There 
were exhibits, fashion shows, 
demonstrations and informa-
tive seminars. 

At the North Anderson Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church 
booth, Dr. Sarah Olson, Jerry 
Olson and Pastor Kevin Pires 
were ready to take blood pres-
sures, height/weight readings, 
administer health assess-
ments, make appointments 
for free health counseling 
and offer a drawing for a new 
Andrews Study Bible. 

During the two-day event 
more than 30 people request-
ed health counseling, four 
Bibles and nearly 50 Steps to 
Christ were given away, and 
about 40 blood pressures were 
taken. 

God loves these women and 
wants them to “prosper and be 
in health,” 3 John 2. Ander-
son members look forward to 
getting acquainted with these 
women and pointing them in 
the direction of Total Health!

by Karen Pires

Baptisms at Cornerstone
On October 29, 2011, the Cor-

nerstone church family joyfully 
gathered at the Spanish Adventist 
church to witness five precious 
souls who joined 
the family of God. 
The baptisms were 
conducted by Pastor 
Julio Flores on the 
last Sabbath of the 
Decoding Prophecies 
Seminars, which be-
gan on September 30. 

The journey that led Avis Lang-
kilde to give her heart to the Lord 
began in 2009 when she briefly 
attended a series of Dale Pollett 
meetings. At the Decoding Proph-
ecy seminars this past Fall, she and 
her three daughters, Courtney, 12, 

Laina, 10, and Virginia, 8, decided 
to be baptized together. 

Crystal Duarte had studied with 
Cornerstone’s Bible worker, Rose 
Parker, several years ago. So when 

she and her husband 
Jorge (cousin of Head 
Elder Milton Agui-
lar), were invited to 
the seminar, they at-
tended regularly with 
their four children. 

“When sinners are 
led to give them-

selves to the Savior, angels bear 
the tidings heavenward, and there 
is great rejoicing among the heav-
enly host.” (AA p. 153) 

The members of Cornerstone 
church are rejoicing, too!

by Cynthia Mejia
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On Sabbath, November 19, 
the Prince Emmanuel Mul-

ticultural Adventist Company was 
organized. This well-prepared, 
exuberant congregation with 
excellent leadership has members 
from several people groups of 
Africa, and is sponsored by the 
Raleigh North church. Elder Gary 
Moyer, executive secretary for the 
Carolina Conference, led out in the 
service. 

The Raleigh-Prince Emmanuel 
Multicultural Adventist Church 
Company has existed for two 
and half years, 
and is quite 
unique in the 
area because of 
its composition. 
The church 
is comprised 
of people 
from different 
backgrounds 
and cultures, 
primarily from 
Africa. The 
African countries 
represented are Nigeria, Liberia, 
Zimbabwe and Kenya. The church 
is focused in their goal 
reaching out to those in Raleigh and 
the communities beyond.

Each week the members have fel-
lowship lunch together. Later, 
Pastor Joseph Nyagwoka has a 
training session where he trains the 

members to be disciple-makers. 
This church is mobilized to reach 
out to the community!  Every Fri-

day, members come 
for vespers to pray 
and give testimony as 
to how the Lord has 
used themto witness 
for Him. By God’s 
grace, through their 
involvement in His 

work there is much growth both in 
individual spirituality and in their 
membership.

This past April, the church hosted 
a successful 21-day evangelistic 
campaign conducted by pastor Jo-
seph Nyagwoka. They saw the hand 
of God working as daily average 
attendance was around 50 people. 

There were six baptisms and one 
person joined the church by profes-
sion of faith. 

One main goal of the Raleigh-
Prince Emmanuel Multicultural Ad-
ventist Church is to plant more in-
digenous African churches. There 
are many unchurched refugees in 
the area made up of people from 
different religions and denomina-
tions. There are also many Mus-
lim brothers and sisters in the 
area.  “We need to share the love 
of our Lord to every people group. 
We need to do the work the Lord 
sent us to do. We need to know why 
we are on earth and why we exist 
as a church,” says one member. 
“Pray for us and God’s work.”

The members were excited to be 
organized as a company—it moti-
vates them to work harder toward 
growing their numbers and becom-
ing a church in the near future. 

During the signing of the com-
pany charter, the church was filled 
with music and thanksgiving. After 
a delicious feast, Pastor Roy Rob-
inson (Raleigh North pastor) and 
Elder Moyer ordained three elders 
for the congregation. Moyer then 
shared his testimony of how God 
works best in our lives when we 
give the control over to Him. 

It was a wonderful day filled with 
praise, the Word, testimony and 
music—all for the glory of God.

by Joseph Bosire

Ambassadors for Christ
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Greenville South Serves 
Homeless & Needy Families

Every month, Greenville South 
Community Services directors Kay 
DeBusk and Stacy Ashemore lead 
members to the streets and home-
less shelters of Greenville, SC.  
They offer a reprieve from insuf-
ficient food and too much worry to 
150 people or more.

by Jerry Mobley 

Former Teacher Authors Book
Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel 

Harold S. Johnson, a former teacher 
in the Carolinas, recently released 

a book titled Just a Kentucky Boy. 
It follows his life as he went from 
being a country boy to his service 
in the United States Army Air Force 
to his work in the Middle East and 
Africa as a pastor and teacher. Pro-
ceeds from the book will go to 
assist the student missions program 
at Southern Adventist University. 
For more information, visit www.
teachservices.com.
Fletcher Academy Student 
Commended in National Merit 
Scholarship Program

Dr. Dale 
Twomley, prin-
cipal of Fletcher 
Academy in 
Fletcher, NC, 
announced that 
Elsa Sanabria, 
a senior, was 
named a Com-

mended Student in the 2012 Na-

tional Merit Scholarship Program. 
A Letter of Commendation from the 
school and National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC), which 
conducts the program, has been 
presented by the principal to this 
scholastically talented student.

About 34,000 Commended 
Students throughout the nation are 
being recognized for their excep-
tional academic promise. Although 
they will not continue in the 2012 
competition for National Merit 
Scholarships, Commended Students 
placed among the top five percent 
of more than 1.5 million students 
who entered the 2012 competition 
by taking the 2010 Preliminary SAT 
National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®).

“The young men and women 
being named Commended Students 
have demonstrated outstanding po-
tential for academic success,” com-
mented a spokesperson for NMSC.

A Dream Come True
For some time, the members 

of the Hardeeville, SC, Span-
ish Church were dreaming of the 
day they would be organized as a 
church.  That day came on Septem-
ber 10, 2012.  

Some years ago the family of 
Arquimides Reyes moved to the 
Island of Hilton Head and, guided 
by the Holy Spirit and their mis-
sionary dedication, began a small 
group which later became the 
Hilton Head Spanish church.  But 
their work didn’t stop there. They 
looked for a new mission field . . . 
Hardeeville.

The Hardeeville Spanish Group 

was born 
there and 
grew up into 
a promising 
church.  
Almost 60 
members 
signed the 
charter.  They 
even purchased 
their own 
building and 
members are 
working hard 
to remodel it.  

Moises 
Sauza pastored this young group 
during their early stages and Pas-
tor Fredy Villamil will continue 

developing this congregation as it 
reaches the people of Hardeeville.

by Mary Romero

L-R: Elder Samuel Romero, Hispanic Ministries Coordinator, 
and Pastor Fredy Villamil and his wife, Silveliza, look on as mem-
bers sign the charter at Hardeeville Spanish Church.
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Salima (left) and Linda “Mama Syeh”

ShareHimfoCus on
Witch Doctor Meets the 
Great Physician

Salima woke with a start and 
realized that the meeting was 

over. And she, who had walked 
15 miles to fulfill her mission, had 
missed her opportunity. She had to 
try again.

Salima was part of a demonic 
cult, a group of 
witch doctors who 
met three times a 
week to perform 
elaborate rituals 
to appease the de-
mons and invoke 
the power of Sa-
tan. Its mission: to 
disrupt and destroy 
any group that 
promotes Jesus.

ShareHim had 
arranged for 15 
campaign sites in 
and around Lubumbashi, where a 
group composed primarily of lay 
people would present the Gospel. 
Linda Syeh, affectionately known 
as “Mama Linda”, was the Share-
Him speaker appointed to the 
Mampala district. Salima was also 
assigned the Mampala district, but 
her mission was more ominous.

When the series was half com-
pleted, Salima purposely came late 
to a meeting and sat down at the 
back. She planned to cast a spell 
that would break the foundation of 
the building, destroy the equip-
ment and kill the speaker. But as 
Mama Linda got up, Salima sank 
into a deep sleep and did not wake 

again until Linda made the altar 
call. Salima trudged home, vowing 
to try again the next evening. Dur-
ing the night she had a troubling 
dream about a great King.

The next evening she came with 
a more potent charm, but as she 
held it in her hand she suddenly 
fell asleep again. Again Salima 

had another upset-
ting dream. Deter-
mined not to fail, 
Salima decided to 
go forward when 
the altar call was 
made the next eve-
ning and prove that 
her charms were 
more powerful than 
Mama Linda. When 
the call was made 
to “Come to Jesus” 
she rose and went 

forward. But as she 
came closer to Mama 

Linda, she saw that the speaker 
appeared to be surrounded by “a 
raging fire.”

“This God she serves must be 
greater than the demons,” Salima 
realized. She yielded herself to 
Him, confessed her heinous plot, 
and joined those requesting bap-
tism.  It is more than five months 
since Salima met Jesus at a Share-
Him meeting. She still attends 
church faithfully and is happy to 
learn more of her new Friend.
ShareHim Mission & Progress

In the last 12 years, soul-willing 
efforts internationally have been 
conducted by 5,792 speakers and 

Have you been
Making

This valuable 
training series is 
available (in English 

and Spanish) for your church. See 
your pastor for more information . . . 

 Kingdom Friends?

www.sharehim.org

Global Evangelism Presents

ShareHim presents

G
lo

b
a
l E

va
n
g
e
lism

This set of five DVDs is designed to provide:

1.  Conference leaders, church pastors, and institutions with the 

tools needed to identify individuals to be a part of a local Outreach 

Leadership Team (OLT).
2.  Training for OLT members on how to 

build, enhance, and document personal 

relationships with “Kingdom Friends,” 
or those who may be interested in the 

message God has entrusted to this 
Remnant Movement.3.  Practical steps to plan and implement 

a continuous cycle of network-building 

and evangelistic reaping campaigns.

Everything you need in one easy-to-use training series!

Presented by ShareHim, a ministry of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, www.sharehim.org.  Produced by ShareHim Studios.  

©2010 ShareHim

Making Kingdom Friends
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 Kingdom Friends

Making

have resulted in 290,242 bap-
tisms. Additionally, at least 4,098 
speakers from the economically-
developed world have been trained 
as evangelists and have conducted 
campaigns near their hometowns 
since 2005. Six Canadian and 
49 U.S. conferences have been 
involved with this evangelistic 
program in addition to the inter-
America, Europe and Asia-Pacific 
divisions. More than 43 colleges 
and universities have sent students, 
with Quiet Hour sponsorship, to 
preach international campaigns.

Through God’s leading and 
grace, ShareHim’s work and influ-
ence is growing. Won’t you be a 
part of it in the coming year? 

To make a donation, call 866-
900-0123 or online: www.share-
him.org/donatePh
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“Come to the Foot of the Cross”
The theme said it all!  “Come 

to the Foot of the 
Cross” to contemplate 
our loving Savior.  It 
was a beautiful and 
blessed Hispanic 
Women’s Retreat 
weekend for the more 
than 200 ladies who 
gathered to enjoy the 
inspirational seminars.  

Two powerful 
testimonies were 
presented by Marisol 
Saldaña and Elvira 
Escamilla.  The guest 
speaker was Maria Felix Denneny, 
Women’s Ministries director from 
Arizona. She presented seminars 
of great importance for the ladies, 
such as self-esteem, I Am the Best 
Wife, etc.  Beatriz Vallejo spoke 
about health, and on Sunday morn-
ing taught several relaxing and 
toning exercises. Janet Paulino and 
Esperanza Flores demonstrated 
how to “dress the flowers of God’s 
Garden.”  

The ladies spent some lighter 
time playing a game with brooms 
and mops, dressing them in cos-
tumes to match their own.  Eva 
Kearnes took first place; Joyce 
Palacios, second place; and the 
church of Winston Salem won  

third place.  
The weekend ended with a 

devotional of consecration where 

each person came to leave all their 
problems, needs and worries at the 
Foot of Cross. 

by Mary Romero

Lincolnton Spanish Group 
Organized as Company

On September 17 the group of 
Lincolnton Spanish was organized 
as a company with almost 50 
members.  Hispanic Ministries Co-
ordinator Samuel Romero (below, 
left) was on hand to officiate the 
ceremony. 

For many years the members 
have worked hard to help develop 
this group with the mentoring 
relationship of the Hickory Spanish 
church and Pastor German Morell 
(below, right). But in some ways 

it has been a transient 
church, with many 
members having to 
move away for various 
reasons.  Now a group 
of members have settled 
and have done an excel-
lent missionary job.  
With great delight they 
celebrate the organiza-
tion of their company.

by Mary Romero

Commitment to Purity
What better way to celebrate 

a purity commitment for young 
girls than to throw a party!  
That is why on December 18 
seven girls from the Monroe 
Adventist church and one from 
Salem, SC, came all decked 
out to the conference office 
for a special banquet in their 
honor.  Twice a month for six 
months Monroe church mem-
ber Tania Papuga held studies 
with the girls to prepare them 
for this solemn commitment.  
The idea was based on many 
scriptures, but in particular the 
verse, “Flee also youthful lusts; 
but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart.”  (2 Tim. 2:22).  They 
pledged to keep their minds 
and bodies morally clean until 
the marriage covenant.  

Debbie Rapp, Women’s 
Ministries director, gave an 
address. Then the young ladies 
signed a specially-designed 
certificate.  Each delivered 
a testimony, then gave their 
fathers the key to their hearts, 
to hold until they marry.  

Many family members and 
friends were present to support 
and celebrate this meaningful 
occasion.

by Debbie Rapp
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In the wake 
of Hurricane 
Irene, a family 
of Seventh-day 
Adventists from the Elizabeth City 
church were able to make an un-
usual stand for the Sabbath. 

As the latest hurricane bore 
down on the Outer Banks 

in North Carolina many residents 
and shop owners prepared for the 
worst. Projected to be a category 
four hurricane and one of the 
most devastating storms in years, 
Irene made landfall 
near the Wescott’s 
family-owned motel 
on the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina 
on August 27 of this 
year.  

Irene decreased in 
velocity just before 
reaching land, but 
left a path of de-
struction nonethe-
less. Many residents 
were evacuated and 
shops were forced 
to close. As vacation-
ers watched news 
accounts of storm 
surges and warnings, 
the tourist industry stood still. 
Travelers heeded the warnings 
to stay home and business on the 
Outer Banks screeched to a halt. 
Dale Wescott’s motel, The Cava-

lier, was no exception. 
A New Direction

Even though The Cavalier did 
not suffer much physical damage, 
the family suffered through the 
loss of incoming business. How-
ever, a bigger plan for the family 
and the motel had already begun 
and soon took form. 

The Cavalier opened its doors 
in 1950 and remains as one of 

the few original, 
family-owned 
motels on the Outer 
Banks. Started by 
Roy and Dorothy 
Wescott, it was re-
cently handed down 
to their daughter, 
Dale Wescott. The 
motel is managed 
and operated by 
Dale’s daughter and 
son-in-law, April 
and Tomek Pakula. 

For most of its 
history The Cava-
lier has functioned 
as almost all hospi-
tality-driven busi-

nesses do: open year-round, seven 
days a week.  But now it was 
owned by Dale, and the family 
strongly felt the Holy Spirit’s call 
on their livelihood. As practicing 

Seventh-day Adventists, Dale and 
the Pakulas hold a firm belief in 
honoring the Sabbath rest. Despite 
being told by many that uphold-
ing the Sabbath and running a 
motel are just not compatible, they 
believed otherwise. 
Facing Obstacles

Recently, amidst the family’s 
plans to begin honoring God’s 
word with their business, Tomek, 
April and Dale were met with 
an unexpected blow. April and 
Tomek’s 11-year-old daughter 
Isabella was stricken with de-
bilitating pain. She soon lost the 
ability to walk and was confined 
to a wheelchair. 

Over the course of the following 
months, Isabella made many pain-
ful trips to see various specialists 
and endured six weeks of hospital-
ization in three different hospitals. 
For eight long months the doctors 
were unable to find a solution, 
until it was finally determined 
that she had developed a benign 
tumor near her spine.  The family 
continued to turn to God’s Word 
for comfort and never stopped 
honoring Him. 

Despite the ordeal of Isabella’s 
pain, they rarely missed lead-
ing the small church branch they 
started four years earlier. Even 
Isabella, from her wheelchair and 

(Left to right): Tomek Pakula, April 
Pakula, Dale Wescott, Isabella Pakula 
(in the wheelchair) and Matthew 
Pakula. 

The Cavalier
Motel A haven for 

Sabbath Rest

Continued on page 12 . . .
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Salem Church Gains 
Nine New Members

Evangelist Dale Pollett con-
ducted a Word of Prophecy 
Revelation seminar at the Salem, 
SC, Adventist church for the five 
weeks of August 26-October 1, 
2011. A good number of attend-
ees, many of whom were non-
members, learned Bible truth 
presented in a clear and interest-
ing manner each night. On at 
least one evening, non-members 
outnumbered church members in 
attendance!

Each night there were drawings 
for gifts. A children’s program was 
also provided. Music, both vocal 
and instrumental, were presented 
throughout the series by Dale, his 
daughter, Lisa Pollett, George and 
Nancy Suelzle, Scott Brown and 
local musicians.

At the close of the meetings, 
Salem pastor, Duane Maracle, 
baptized seven of the attendees, 
and two more joined by profession 
of faith. The Salem church family 
gladly welcomes its new members, 

and appreciates the 
efforts and talents of speaker Dale 
and his wife, Myrna.

by Virginia Caswell

Salem Church Float Wins First 
Place in Local Parade

On Sunday, December 4, 2011, 
the Salem, SC, church participated 
in Salem’s Christmas parade. Their 
float won the first place trophy for 
the best depiction of the parade 
theme, “The Gift.” Recently-
baptized church members, Sam 
and Sheila Acevedo, portrayed 
Joseph and Mary and their son, Eli, 
represented the baby Jesus in the 
manger. Decorated in white and 
red, the float also carried red gift 
boxes labeled with the fruits of the 

Spirit – Love, Kindness, etc. At the 
rear of the float was written, “From 
the Manger to the Cross,” and on 
the back the letters of the word, 
“GIFT” were used to spell out 
“God In Flesh Triumphant.”

Church members on the very 
active Outreach Team, led by Mary 
Belanger and Sharon Pelfrey, de-
signed and built the award-winning 
float. by Virginia Caswell

Raleigh Pastor Shares Beliefs 
at National Convention

On Tuesday, September 20, 2011, 
Pastor Bob Cundiff of the Raleigh, 
NC, church addressed the Na-
tional Convention of the American 
Christian Action League of North 
Carolina. He was invited there to 
explain the Seventh-day Adventist 
position of alcohol abstinence, and 
was given 10 minutes to make his 
presentation.  Cundiff then partici-
pated in a panel discussion with  
four other religious leaders.  On 
the panel was a Jehovah’s Witness, 
a Buddhist priest, a Muslim priest 
and a Southern Baptist.  To read the 
notes from his presentation, visit 
www.carolinasda.org.

Countdown
lake Junaluska Camp Meeting

:2012
May 27-June 2

Featured Speakers:
v Doug Batchelor x speaker/Director, amazing Facts

v Mark Finley x VP for evangelism, General Conference

v Joe Kidder x andrews university Theological seminary

v Herb Montgomery x renewed Heart Ministries

Camp meeting 
at Lake Junaluska May 27-June 2

PLuS Seminars :: all free!
www.carolinasda.org
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Bible Breakthrough TV Program 
Produced at Sharon Church

Can you separate Biblical truth 
from church tradition? Do you 
know what the Bible really teaches 
about death, hell, the occult, bap-
tism, heaven, judgment, the Sab-
bath and the Second Coming? Do 
you know why there are so many 
denominations? Can you give scrip-
ture references for your spiritual be-
liefs? If not, it’s time for a BIBLE 
BREAKTHROUGH!

The BIBLE BREAKTHROUGH 
concept was drawn from Isaiah 
1:18 which says “Come now, let 
us reason together, says the Lord.”  
The result is this series of 20 video 
programs featuring Charlotte Sha-
ron church pastors Minner Labra-
dor and David Graham, along with 
international speaker and head elder 
Ellie Green, in a round table discus-
sion ‘reasoning together’ about 
tough Biblical topics.  

Minner Labrador, who also serves 
as Men’s Ministries director for 
the Carolina Conference, began the 
television ministry at Sharon Church 
with the program, “Old Man, New 
Man,” which targets topics that men 
face in their Christian walk. 

The BIBLE 
BREAKTHROUGH project was 
conceived by the pastoral staff of 
the Sharon Church as a friendly 
way to enter homes with the gospel 
in prepara-
tion for an 
evangelis-
tic series. 
Many peo-
ple, whose 
minds are 
prejudiced 
against 
listening to 
a preacher, 
might listen 
to a non-
threatening 
discussion 
of a Bibli-
cal topic 
– especially if they are invited to 
open their Bibles and read along. 
This idea provided the framework 
for the Bible studies. Each program 
was specifically designed to share 
with those who want to gain a 
deeper understanding of the Bible.

 This set of 20 Bible studies on 
five DVDs are being offered free to 
anyone who will share them with a 

friend, neighbor, co-worker or rela-
tive. You’ll enjoy their unique, in-
formal presentations as well as their 

combined 
years of 
experience, 
wisdom, 
and insight 
into the 
study of God’s Word. 
Simply contact the Sharon Church 
to obtain a DVD set.  
www.BibleBreakthrough.com

Sharon Church Hosts 
International Sabbath

The International Sabbath 
recently held at the Charlotte 

Sharon Church was a celebration 
of diversity and culture. There 
were over 400 members and 
guests at the worship service, 
and 47 countries were represent-

ed. Traditional food from each 
country was colorfully offered 
on tables around the gymnasium. 
Everyone enjoyed bringing the 
special foods that they cooked 
‘back home.’ 

Many dressed in costumes 
of their native countries. Espe-
cially on this unique Sabbath, 
the Sharon Church represents 
what heaven will look like, with 
people from every nation, kin-
dred, tribe and people.

by Ellie Green
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in constant pain, continued sing-
ing and blessing the small group 
and local residents of the nursing 
home where the family visits on 
Sabbaths. 
Stewardship Amidst Hardship

In the midst of numerous family 
struggles and pain, Dale, April 
and Tomek remained resolute to 
put aside profit to honor and obey 
the Lord with their 
business. They began 
again to push forward 
with their plans to 
convert The Cavalier 
to an establishment 
that would honor the 
fourth command-
ment. As of October 
of this year, The 
Cavalier Motel no 
longer opens for check-in or out 
on Saturdays. 

The logistics of making such 
a move for a hospitality-driven 
business could not be described as 
lucrative or easy. Closing for a day 
in the world of accommodations 
has many ramifications. Among 
other concerns, it means bring-
ing in additional housekeepers 
on Sunday to compensate for the 
Saturday closure, and purchasing 
additional resources like linens 
and other necessities to ensure the 
needs of their guests are met dur-
ing the Sabbath rest. 

As anticipated, the change was 
met with some resistance from 
guests, many of whom had been 
vacationing at The Cavalier for 
generations. However, other guests 
and non-Adventist staff were sup-
portive of the family’s strength in 
conviction. Overall, the service 
and warmth guests have received 
over the years has far outweighed 

the inconvenience of change, and 
the family remains committed to 
honoring God.
The Witness and the Light

Since the Pakulas began man-
aging The Cavalier for April’s 
grandfather in 1999, the motel has 
been a place where God’s mes-
sage is present. For years, the first 
thing you may have seen upon 

entering the lobby are 
copies of witnessing tracts 
and DVDs. And in each 
guest room the family has 
placed Bibles, Signs of 
the Times magazines, and 
Amazing Facts DVDs that 
speak of God’s love. 

You would be hard 
pressed to stay at The Cav-
alier and not feel the love 

this family exudes. Simply flip 
through one of the room’s guest 
logs and you will find numerous 
accounts of how the Wescott’s and 
Pakula’s kindness has touched 
the lives of the people who have 
stayed with them. It’s no wonder 
that generations after generations 
have made the choice to come 
back and stay at The Cavalier 
when vacationing at the Outer 
Banks. 

After a long year of enduring 
monetary loss and pain, the family 
has found peace. Isabella under-
went surgery in December to re-
move her tumor, and even though 
there is no promise from the doc-
tors as to the outcome, this family 
knows that the only promise they 
need is the one that God has given 
them. For Dale, April and Tomek 
they have chosen to heed God’s 
word and honor Him, knowing that 
in doing so He will honor them.

By Darah Burkett

The Cavalier Motel . . . continued from page 9

Organization of Wilkesboro 
Spanish as a Company

On October 15, the mem-
bers of the Wilkesboro Span-
ish group were organized as 
a company, with 27 members 
signing the charter book. 

Previously, these members 
had to travel more than an 
hour to Hickory Spanish, 
the parent church of the new 
company, every Saturday to 
attend services.  After a couple 
of years, they decided to start 
their own group and have a 
little light in Wilkesboro.  

They began giving Bible 
studies and searching for 
Hispanics in that area to invite 
to church.  The group began 
growing and very soon, they 
told the Hickory church pas-
tor, German Morell, to set a 
date to organize them. 

And that day has come. 
There are even more visitors 
preparing for baptism in the 
near future. The Wilkesboro 
Spanish members are very 
excited to see how the Lord 
has greatly blessed them.  

by Mary Romero
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Your Amazing Ancestors—
Retired Carolina Pastor 
Publishes E-Book

A bold new approach to soul-
winning that’s FREE!

 In the tradition of using sto-
rytelling to present Seventh-day 
Adventist beliefs, Your Amazing 
Ancestors: Those Brilliant People 
between Adam and Noah is a mod-
ern story about a young Seventh-
day Adventist.  As a local church 
elder and a newspaper editor he 
uses his unique situation to share 
his beliefs. 

Marvin Hunt, a retired Carolina 
Conference pastor, is also author of  
Incredible Facts from Your Amaz-
ing Bible, Children’s Stories and 
Object Lessons, History, Mystery 
and Facts About the Bible, and 
most recently Mouse in a Bottle. 
He designed Your Amazing Ances-
tors! to carry the reader along and 
help them become more and more 
acquainted with Adventist beliefs in 
a very non-threatening manner. 

The book introduces the follow-
ing topics: Sabbath, state of the 
dead, Adventism not a cult, heaven, 

E.G. White, creation, evolution, 
Protestantism, the Trinity, hell, the  
health message and diet, church 
demographics, Pathfinders, educa-
tion and biblical archeology. All 
are standard Seventh-day Adventist 
beliefs.  

The story is based on actual Bible 
descriptions and modern findings 
about prehistoric people between 
Adam and Noah. As the story 
unfolds, the main character must 
use his knowledge of the Bible as 
a foundation for an investigation 
that uncovers a serious govern-
ment scandal. Dealing with politi-

cal arm-twisting while 
coping with the tragic death of his 
wife, the embattled editor is labeled 
a cultist fanatic in a desperate last 
ditch effort to discredit his disclo-
sures and silence his voice. Readers 
have called the book “compelling, 
powerful and an absolute one-of-a-
kind.”

The entire book is posted online. 
There is no cost or fee. To use this 
soul-winning tool, simply share the 
address of the website and let the 
Holy Spirit do the rest.   

www.BibleHistory.com.  
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The theme of “relationships” 
is addressed throughout 

the Bible. For example, in the Book of 
Philippians Paul gave offered advice to 
the church at Phillipi regarding love and 

relationships. There is 
powerful marital advice 
in this book. 

In the first chapter 
God joins and keeps 
the couple together. 
“What God put to-
gether!” Marriage is 

an institution formed by God Himself. 
The Bible describes how God made the 
first couple, Adam from the dust and 
Eve from one of Adam’s ribs. 

When a couple is joined in Chris-
tian matrimony, that marriage is put 
together by the Lord. I feel there are 
three parties in a marriage: the groom, 
the bride and God. Notice what Philip-
pians 1:6 says: “Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath begun a 
good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.”

Regardless of this blessing, conflict 
between the spouses is a reality, simply 
because of our sinful condition. Howev-
er, we can trust our marriage completely 

to God, and trust that 
He can work in our hearts to produce 
the necessary changes. Exercise this 
promise [Phil 1:6] by bringing before 
God your marriage, its challenges and 
your hearts. Tell Him about the prob-
lems and ask God to help you change 
your attitudes and fill you with His love. 

Oscar Wilde said “Selfishness is not 
living as one wishes to live, it is asking 
others to live as one wishes to live.” 
This is often the root of marital strife. 
We come to marriage with preconceived 
ideas of what our spouse is “supposed 
to do in order to make me happy.”

My wife tells me of a young man who 
was courting her sister. While waiting 
on this young lady to get ready for their 
date, he shared with my wife, “I want to 
get serious in my relationship with your 
sister. I’ve come to a time in my life 
when I need a woman to care for me. I 
need someone to cook, clean my house 
and do my laundry.” Needless to say, 
that evening was their last date. 

Paul tells the Philippians in the sec-
ond chapter, “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye 
be like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. 

Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of 
others. Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.”

Paul encouraged them to be of one 
mind. God made Adam and Eve one. 
This oneness is part of the intimacy 
that a marriage is supposed to have and 
experience. What powerful advice!

Paul goes on to tell us not to do things 
for vainglory, but to esteem each other 
better than self. What would happen in a 
marriage where both husband and wife 
work at making their spouse happy?   

And then the greatest challenge: to 
have the mind of Christ. Jesus left his 
position of honor and glory in heaven 
to become a humble servant, all for our 
salvation. To have the mind of Christ is 
to love your spouse sacrificially, giving 
up your own pleasures to secure his or 
hers! 

Chapter three is a tough one…we 
must practice leaving the past behind. 
We all make mistakes, no one is per-
fect. So why is it that we expect perfec-
tion from our spouse? Furthermore, 
why do we have a hard time forgiving? 
Paul counseled the Philippians’ congre-
gation, “Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before.” In order to se-
cure marital happiness it is important to 
forget “those things which are behind.”

If your issues are serious, seek pas-
toral or professional guidance. Holding 
on to difficult issues won’t help, rather 
it will cause continued strife. And de-
spite what you may think, most things 
can be forgiven and even forgotten 
when you learn how. Paul’s challenge 
goes beyond forgetting: “Reaching 
forth unto those things which are 
before.” Dream and work for the pos-
sibilities that your marriage has. Invest 
into your relationship and fight for the 
success of your marriage. 

I am praying for you and for your 
spouse, that together you show the world 
what a Christ-centered marriage can be!

By Eli Rojas, D. Min., Family Ministries 
Director

Marital Love, Philippians’ Style
by Eli Rojas, Family Ministries Director
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Obituaries
Barber, Lorraine, 86, born Feb. 1, 

1925, in Two Buttes, Colorado, died Dec. 
20, 2011, in Hendersonville, NC. She was 
a homemaker and worked for many years 
as a nurse’s aide. She was a member of 
the Fletcher Adventist church since 1965. 
Survivors include one son, Kent Barber; one 
sister, Myrtle Wallington; and several grand-
children and great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Lowell; 
and four children, Eloyce, Weston, Douglass 
and Corliss.

Clayton, Lt. Col. Wofford G., 89, born 
in Ehrhardt, SC, died July 11, 2011, in Aiken, 
SC. He was a member of the Aiken, SC, 
Adventist church. In the US Army Air Corps, 
twentieth Air Force, Clayton participated in 
“The Hump” in the Chinese/Burmese Theatre 
as a navigator and bombardier in the first 
group of B-29’s that were placed into service. 
Completing active duty, he continued to 
serve his country in the reserves, attaining 
the rank of Lt. Colonel. He was also an  
E & I mechanic at the Savannah River Site 
from 1953 until his retirement in 1980. In ad-
dition to his parents, Benjamin Ryan Clayton 
and Minnie Catherine Clayton, he was 
preceded in death by a brother, Wilmot Clyde 
Hiers. He is survived by his wife of 59 years, 
Gloria Dowtin Clayton; three daughters, 
Pamela (Gregory) Hamilton, Cynthia Clayton 
and Carol Clayton. He is also survived by 

three step-grandchil-
dren, Meghan Hamilton Schultz, Benjamin 
Hamilton and William Hamilton; and a step-
great-grandson, Hayes Hamilton. 

Davis, Albert Sherrill, 91, born May 
20, 1920, died Aug. 27, 2011, in Morganton, 
NC. He was a member of the Morganton, 
NC, Adventist church. He was a retired 
salesman as well as a colporteur with the 
Carolina Conference for many years. He is 
survived by his wife, Jewel Davis; one son, 
Ronnie Davis; and one daughter, Shirley 
Bishop. He was preceded in death by one 
son, Sammie Davis.

(Correction) garza, Dr. Donna 
Mae Hall, 82, born Feb. 14, 1929, in Enid, 
OK, died July 30, 2011, in West Union, SC. 
Donna was a member of the Hendersonville, 
NC, Adventist church.

Kluttz, Bruce, 77, born Nov. 1, 1933, 
died July 18, 2011, in Lenoir, NC. He was 
a member of the Morganton, NC, Adventist 
church. He is survived by his wife, Fran, 
Fields Kluttz; five children, Connie, Teresa, 
Ronnie, Lisa and Brian; and two grandsons, 
Christopher and John Kluttz.

McLamb, James “Jim” Hiram, 82, 
born in Johnston County, NC, on Nov. 9, 
1929, died Dec. 8, 2011, in Wilmington, 
NC.  He was the son of the late Robert V. 
McLamb and Lessie Temple McLamb.  He 
was a member of the Wilmington, NC, 
Adventist church, serving his congregation 

through the years as head 
deacon and head elder, 
as well as assisting in the 
Pathfinder club and church 
choir. McLamb served 
his country honorably in 
the US Marine Corp. and 
was a veteran of World 

War II and the Korean War. He then served 
in the US Marine Corps Reserves. McLamb 
operated several service stations in his local 
area before opening McLamb’s Auto and 
Service Center. He leaves behind his wife of 
55 years, Marie McLamb; children Sherrie 
McLamb, James H. McLamb, Jr. (Annette), 
Joan Kelly (James), Brenda Dixon (Troy) and 
Patricia Hickman (Jerry); nine grandchildren, 
Sherrie Lynn Hardman, Jamie Dueck, Ricky 
McLamb, David Kelly, Michael Kelly, Jason 
Kelly, Travis Kelly, Holly Hickman and Neil 
Dixon; and nine great-grandchildren.

For an online version of this calendar, 
log onto the Carolina Conference web site 
at www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
February
VBS Workshop  ........  Feb 19. Fayetteville.
VBS Workshop  .........  Feb 26. Mt. Pisgah.
Crisis Care Training Workshops  ................ 

Feb. 26-27 (Individual Crisis Intervention), 
Feb. 28-29 (Group Crisis Intervention), 
March 1 (Intro to ACS Disaster Resp. and Special 

Issues in Adventist Crisis Care). 
To register, contact Bob Self at rself@
carolinasda.com or call 828-279-2243.

March
MPA Mission Trip  ............................... 1-11
Divorce Recovery  ..................... 2-4. NPR.
Pathfinder Work Bee  ............ 16-18. NPR.
Elders’ Retreat  ...................... 23-24. NPR.
Young Adult Retreat  ........  30-Apr. 1. NPR.
Elder’s Cert. Training .......31-Apr. 1. Arden.
April
Adventurer Fun Day ........... Apr. 7-8. NPR.
Elder’s Cert. Training  ....... Apr. 7-8. Arden.

2 Chances to RIDE!
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LiKe to BiKe?
Here’s your chance to ride 

with friends and family in 
Christian fellowship . . . 

May 10-15, ride from 
Hendersonville to Darlington, 
sC, for race Weekend. Then 
on sunday morning ride to 
Myrtle Beach, sC, for two days 
of sun and fun at Bike Week. 

June 8-10, leave from 
Hendersonville, nC, travel the 
beautiful Blue ridge Parkway 
to Cherokee, then head toward 
Gatlinburg, Tn, and Cades Cove. 

Camping spots are only $20 
per night (6 people per site). 

For reServationS: 
PaStor JoHn earnHarDt 
864-985-2908 
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