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Throughout the year 2011, the theme 
of revival and reformation is be-
ing emphasized across the Carolina 

Conference.   Hopefully you have received and 
taken the time to read your complimentary copy 
of Mark Finley’s book, Revive Us Again.  Each 
church was provided a copy for every family 
in their congregation.  I appreciate so much the 
elders, pastors and others taking time to place 
that book in your hands.

I don’t believe there is anything to which we 
could direct our minds that is more important 
than establishing a stronger and closer walk 
with Jesus.   As we are instructed in the Spirit 
of Prophecy, “A revival of true godliness among 
us is the greatest and most urgent of all our 
needs. To seek this should be our first work.”  
I SM p. 121. There are many ways in which 
we can actively seek this revival of true godli-
ness.  We can study God’s Word, have a serious 
and constant prayer life and actively enter into 
service for God.  Each of these will strengthen 
our relationship with Christ and empower God 
to work in our lives.

I would like to suggest another essential way 
to encounter that renewal of body, mind and 
spirit.  But first, what is revival?  The dictionary 

defines revival as, “to impart new health, vigor 
and spirit…”  Certainly that is something we all 
desire in our spiritual life—a new vitality, a new 
vigor and spirit.  And yet the reality is that we 
live in a society in which vitality and vigor are 
often difficult to achieve.  Today’s world is often 
busier, more hectic and frantic than any previous 
generation.  There seem to be more demands 
upon our time and energies than ever before.  I 
recently read that over 100 million Americans 
are suffering from sleep deprivation.  

In a time when life sometimes seems to be 
spinning out of control, it is more important 
than ever that we take time to look to Jesus.  For 
He, too, knew what busyness was all about.  In 
Mark 6:30, 31 it says, “The apostles gathered 
around Jesus and reported to Him all they had 
done and taught.  Then, because so many people 
were coming and going that they did not even 
have a chance to eat, He said to them, ‘Come 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get 
some rest.’”

So busy, Jesus and the disciples didn’t even 
have time to eat!  Being busy is something Jesus 
is very familiar with.  And yet he admonished 
His disciples, and us, that they would do well if 
they paused in their labors and went to a quiet 
place and rested.  I believe that if we are to 
experience true revival in our lives we too must 
take time to go a quiet place and rest.  There is 
nothing the devil loves more than getting us so 
busy, even with good things, that we don’t have 
time to revive and experience that new vitality, 
vigor and spirit that God desires us to have.  

Again, the Spirit of Prophecy shares this 
insight, “All who are under the training of God 
need the quiet hour for communion with their 
own hearts, with nature, and with God... We 
must individually hear Him speaking to the 
heart. When every other voice is hushed, and 
in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of 
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A Team Effort
If you ask the members at the 

Wilmington, NC, church to 
share why their recent evan-

gelistic event was a success—they 
all say the same thing, “We were 
ready.”  

When Evangelist Dale Pollett 
was booked to hold an evangelis-
tic event, the members 
didn’t take it lightly. 
They got involved.  Pas-
tor Wennerberg and his 
evangelism team im-
mediately went to work 
planning the event. 

There were the usual 
brochures and news-
paper advertising, but 
perhaps the most effective council 
they’d received was simply, “Use 
friendship evangelism.”  

Church member Debra LaRue 
took that advice to heart. Pastor 
Wennerberg reported that, “Deb 
had the entire row where she was 

sitting filled with folks she person-
ally invited”. 

Debra, who joined the church 
seven years ago, shared, “Whether 
it’s the bank teller, doctor, grocery 
store clerk, neighbor or co-worker, 
inviting folks to social gatherings 
should be a piece of cake when 

you take 
time to be 
caring.” 
Deb LaRue 
has it right!  
Many who 
showed 
up for the 
evangelistic 
seminar 

had already visited the church for 
previous events such as a musi-
cal program or a cooking class. 
So when the invitation came for 
a prophecy seminar, they knew 
they’d be warmly welcomed. 

When the day came, 70 visi-

tors filled the Wilmington church. 
“They were sitting and standing 
everywhere,” one church member 
stated. Of those visitors, a good 
many were baptized. Even more of 
them continue to study. 

“I had been boldly talking to 
God, asking Him to paint some-
thing on the lawn, or send some-
thing in the mail. Several weeks 
later I received an invitation,” 
stated one attendee. 

“I wanted to search the scrip-
tures, so that I will not be misled 
by false prophets at these end 
times.  The Adventist Church does 
not bend the scriptures, but follows 
them without apologizing,” stated 
a community leader who attended 
the meetings.

If you ask the Wilmington 
church if evangelism costs, they 
would all loudly exclaim, “No, it 
definitely pays!”

by Ron Quick

Featured Story

Debra LaRue (left) 
with Pastor Wenner-
berg and Jodi Mc-
Clellan, the children’s 
ministries leader.
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Hickory Community Services

The Community Services 
Committee of the Hickory, NC, 
church and Food Lion store #563 
in Hickory recently co-hosted a 
health food tasting.  About 40 par-
ticipants showed up at the church 
for the free event.  The goal of 
the food tasting was to introduce 
church and community members 
to the array of healthy food choices 
available, as it is the only Food 
Lion in the Hickory area to offer a 
wide variety of organic, vegetarian 
and vegan foods. 

 Mike Stanley, the produce man-
ager at Food Lion, and deli man-
ager Tammy Verran-Lloyd worked 
alongside the Hickory church to 
organize the event. Stanley gave an 
informative presentation and an-
swered questions from participants 
about the food provided.  

Tasters snacked on samples of 
cereal, vegetables, vegan cheese, 
crackers, rice, soy and almond 
milk, Greek yogurt, Italian To-
furky, spaghetti with organic 
tomato basil sauce, macaroni and 

numerous other 
items.  The tofu and meat sub-
stitutes were especially popular 
among the crowd. 

The event proved to be a suc-
cess. Participants walked away 
with leftovers, as well as a new 
understanding about healthy food 
alternatives and a way to access 
them in their community.

Article contributed.

Master Guide Investiture
The investiture ceremony for 

nine Master Guides at the Monroe 
Spanish church was the result of 
two years of training, and was an 
important milestone in the prepa-
ration of their new youth leaders. 
Pastor Ben Rueda had the honor 

of officiating the ceremony that 
took place Saturday, April 23 at 
Cane Creek State Park. The Master 
Guides will continue working with 
the Pathfinder and Adventure clubs 
in their church.

by Judith Flores

Women of Prayer
The Spanish churches in the 

Rockingham district recently 
celebrated the Women’s Ministries 

International Prayer Day. Lec-
tures with titles such as “A suit 
for eternity” and “It is time to 
talk with God” were presented 
in the morning, emphasizing 
the importance of prayer and 
having the Fruits of the Spirit 
present in our lives.

In the afternoon, the ladies 
gathered together to pray on 
behalf of World Women’s 

Ministries. In each church, the sis-
ters wore the Women’s Ministries 
scarf. Some received awards for 
their hard work and dedication to 
their local church ministry. It was 
wonderful to witness the way God 
uses the women in our churches.

by Judith Flores

Carolina Action
issue 1, 2011

Be Still and Know . . . continued from page 2

the soul makes more distinct the 
voice of God. He bids us, ‘Be 
still, and know that I am God.’ 
This is the effectual 
preparation for all la-
bor for God. Amidst 
the hurrying throng, 
and the strain of life’s 
intense activities, he 
who is thus refreshed, 
will be surrounded 
with an atmosphere 
of light and peace. He 

will receive a new endowment 
of both physical and mental 
strength. His life will breathe 

out a fragrance, and will 
reveal a divine power 
that will reach men’s 
hearts.” — The Ministry 
of Healing, p. 58

As we go into the 
summer months, I would 
encourage you and your 
family to take that time 
of refreshing.  Take 

time to simply be with God...to 
contemplate His majesty...His 
power...His love.  As you do, I 
believe you will experience a 
new vitality, a new vigor and a 
new spirit.  You will experience 
that true revival God desires 
each of us to have. 
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When you ask pastor Enock 
Omosa from the rapidly-

growing Umoja Central church 
in Raleigh how he does it, he’ll 
humbly state, “I can’t do every-
thing, I’m just one person. It’s my 
church members...they’re doing 
the work.” 

Such was the case with Peter 
Wando (pictured above), who was 
a college professor and devout 
Catholic. Wando is a Kenyan from 
the Luo tribe, the second largest 

tribe in in that nation. When 
two Umoja church mem-
bers, Job Ocharo and Edwin 
Ombalo (who were also from the 
Luo tribe), learned that Wando was 
living in Raleigh, they began invit-

ing Wando to their 
church.

Because the church 
members are making 
friends and inviting 
them to their church 
(Yes, it IS just that 
simple!), when Pastor 
Omosa held a proph-
ecy seminar, many 
of the visitors were 

already warmly-welcomed friends 
of the church, just like Wando. 

Today Wando exclaims how glad 
he is to be part of the Umoja Cen-
tral Seventh-day Adventist church, 
and to be involved in its social 
activities. He especially likes how 
the church involves itself in the 
community. And once you under-
stand Wando’s background, you 
can appreciate why. 

Wando was heavily involved 
in the Kenya government when 
he lived there, so it’s no surprise 
that he’d be involved here, too. 
Whether Republican or Democrat, 
Wando has worked for both. He 

was involved in 
President Ronald 
Reagan’s cam-
paign for the White 
House. A personal 
friend of President 
Bill Clinton, they 
hung out together 
when they were both 
attending Oxford Uni-
verisity. When Clinton 
met Wando in Raleigh 

on one of his visits, he asked him 
to “monitor his presidency” and 

keep him informed. Of course 
Wando did, and today he can show 
you their correspondence through 
the years.

 Wando recalls the conversa-
tions that he and Clinton would 
have there in the UK. Clinton was 
interested in Africa, so often their 
discussions would turn toward 
the social issues in Wando’s home 
country.

But the connections don’t end 
there. Wando and Barack Obama’s 
father knew each other back in 
Kenya. Then 
they were 
roommates in 
Massachussets 
when Obama, 
Sr. attended 
Harvard and 
Wando was 
working on his 
MBA there in 
Boston.  Years 
later, Wando 
worked on 
Senator Obama’s 
presidential 
campaign. These 
connections are 
why, among Wando’s numerous 
pieces of memorabilia, you’ll find 
an invitation to President Barak 
Obama’s Inauguration. 

This college professor, effective 
communicator, problem-solver and 
“friend to presidents” would not be 
a Seventh-day Adventist today if it 
were not for friendship evangelism 
and Carolina Breakthrough.

by Ron Quick

A Friend to 
Presidents

Peter Wando (seated) is 
pictured with pastor Enoch 
Omosa, pictured left, along 
with Job Ocharo and Edwin 
Ombalo, the two friends who 
invited Peter to church. 
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MPA Person of Prayer
It was a Friday at Mount Pisgah 

Academy, two days before the Stu-
dent Association banquet.   As the 
SA sponsor, my day was already 
extremely hectic.  I had been in the 
gym and running errands all morn-
ing, getting ready for the upcoming 
banquet. Scheduled to teach a class 
right after lunch, I was running 
late.  I hurried into the ad build-
ing, grabbed my teaching materials 
and rushed to the classroom, my 
thoughts whirling over banquet 
plans. I was feeling very stressed!  
After prayer with the students, I 
got them started on a project on the 
computers in the back of the room, 
then sat at my desk for a couple of 
minutes to collect my thoughts.

I heard a noise at the class-
room door and looked up to see 
two senior boys, Kyle Hano and 
Nick Evans, who had just come 
in from their job working for 
grounds. They quietly opened the 
door and approached my desk. 
They asked, “May we pray with 
you?” 

At that moment I remembered 

that I was the Person of Prayer for 
that day.  I had been out of the of-
fice and so busy that morning that I 
had forgotten that it was “my day.”  
Of course I agreed. The boys knelt 

down, one on either side of me, 
and proceeded to pray a wonderful 
prayer, thanking God for me and 
for my contribution to Mount Pis-
gah Academy.  The gesture brought 
tears to my eyes and truly blessed 
me.  I can’t explain what an honor 
it was to be singled out and made 
to feel so special.  

Matt Vaughan, our student asso-
ciation president, came up with the 
idea to pray for a student or staff 
member each day this year, and it 
has been a real blessing for MPA.  
I feel as though God led them to 
choose that day just for me, know-
ing that I would need a special 
prayer to get me through.

by Nancy Parra

MPA Drama Team
The Mount Pisgah Acad-

emy “Present Trust” drama 
team and the drama group from 
Erwin Hills church joined forces 
over Easter Weekend to deliver 
two powerful performances of 
the passion play “His Last Days.” 
This ground-breaking collabora-
tion between the two drama teams 
was, by all accounts, an enormous 

success!  The production featured 
inspirational music and portrayed 
several scenes from Christ’s final 
days on earth.  Many in the audi-
ence were moved to tears as the 
infinite love, painful sacrifice and 
triumphant resurrection of our 
Lord was eloquently brought to 
life.  Pastor Eli Rojas closed each 
presentation with a beautiful invi-
tation to let the risen Savior live 
anew in every heart. 

by Bob Vaughan
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Nick Evans (L) and Kyle Hano (R).  

Matt Vaughan as Jesus
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While pictures are worth 
a thousand words, the 

physical presence is worth ten 
times that. Such was the experi-
ence of a group of Carolina pas-
tors’ wives on their recent 21-day 
trip to Nicaragua.

On April 19, 2011, 13 ladies and 
one teenage daughter boarded their 
plane with faith and the mantra, 
“Everything is 
going to be alright 
because God is 
in control.” This 
was the first mis-
sion trip for most 
of these ladies, 
and for some, a 
life-long dream to 
preach the gospel 
come true. 
 Called 

Before they left, Bonnie Da-
vidson, Shepherdess Coordina-
tor for the Carolina Conference, 
went through ShareHim training 
with the ladies to prepare them 
to preach. With 14 different sites, 
each lady was on her own. Bonnie 
prepared them, “The first week-
end is always the hardest. The 
fear almost paralyzes you.” Every 
morning at worship Bonnie spoke 
about Moses, reminding the group 
that God had called him, too, 

and he was not comfort-
able speaking in front of 
crowds, either. “Truly God 
will provide as long as 
you are willing to do what 
He asks.”
Challenges

Transporta-
tioin was a big 
problem. The 

ladies came upon over-
turned vehicles, boul-
ders, giant potholes and 
more on the way to their 
meeting sites. One night 
the fog was so thick they 
couldn’t see to move the 
car. Leanne Crawley remarked, “If 
God can part the red sea, He can 
part this fog for us.” She began to 
pray and almost immediately the 
fog began to fade. 

After her first meeting Andrea 
Sequera, 14, was moved to the 
street to speak each night.  At 

first her 
group was 
compet-
ing for the 
street with 
a gang 
of teenagers playing soccer, but 
when she stood up to present the 
message, they stopped to listen. 
Each night after that, these soccer 
players were amongst the group 
listening to God’s message being 
spoken through Andrea. They even 
helped set up the chairs!
A Place in Their Heart

With hugs and prayers for each 
new friend, these ladies left a part 

of themselves in this 
faraway place. God was 
working in the lives of 
people there as well as in 
their own. They’d never 
be the same. 

Bonnie encouraged 
the ladies to return home 
and continue to wit-
ness to those here in the 

States. 
And they’re doing just that!
Many of them these ladies plan 

to preach a ShareHim series in 
their home churches! Through your 
support of Carolina Breakthrough, 
you make that possible!

Written by Courtney Herod, Photos by 
Bonnie and Jim Davidson

The Experience of  a Lifetime
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The Spirit of Converse Award
Every year, one deserving 

employee at Converse College, a 
women’s college located in Spar-
tansburg, SC, receives the vener-
ated Spirit of Converse Award. The 
award, which is presented to an 
employee that embodies the core 

values of the college and positively 
impacts their community through 
their professional and personal con-
tributions, is one of the college’s 
most distinguished honors, provid-
ing an opportunity to celebrate 
those who go above and beyond the 
call of duty. 

This year the award was given to 
Benny Mixon, the piano curator at 
Converse responsible for maintain-
ing and tuning every piano on cam-
pus. He is an expert of the highest 
caliber—one of only 70 Steinway-
certified technicians worldwide. He 
also happens to be a member of the 
Spartanburg Adventist church!

Mixon is known for bringing 
fresh daffodils from his own garden 
to enliven the Blackman Music 
Building with bursts of sunshine on 
regular work days and even Sat-
urday audition days. He has been 
a stand-in escort at May Day for a 
student whose father was unable 
to attend. He attends almost every 
concert or student recital with his 
wife. He is also a hands-on tinkerer, 
and often helps students with car 
repairs or provides the intricate, fas-
cinating details of the inner work-
ings of a piano for anyone curious 
enough to ask.

Article contributed

Highlights from Camp Meeting
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“How Much Trust?”
John Earnhardt addressed just 

“how much trust” we need at his 
morning meeting in the Terrace 
Hotel. Listeners were shocked 
and delighted as they listened to 
fascinating stories of Earnhardt’s 
personal journey to finding truth.

Raised by bootleggers, Earn-
hardt lost his job because of his 
desire to observe the Sabbath. 
He wanted to preach, and though 
his pastor tried to discourage him 
from studying the ministry, he 
perservered. Threats of violence 

kept people away from the church 
where he was sent, but he never 
lost his faith or determination. He 
knew he was preaching truth.

“If we study the truth, we will 
know the truth,” Earnhardt said.

by Emily Banks

The Fruit of Peace
At Bill Tucker’s seminars 

he showed that there is peace 
through Christ in whatever situa-
tion comes our way.

“Real peace consists not in 
the absence of danger but in the 
presence of God,” says Tucker. 
“Peace is not a state of mind, or 
a circumstance in nature. It is a 
condition of the heart. It is a fruit 
of the spirit—A gift from God.”

Tucker told attendees that no 
one person possesses all 19 Fruits 
of the Spirit; We should embrace 
the gifts that we have been given, 

and encourage those we see in 
others. 

Tucker went on to explain that 
peace comes from a one-on-one 
relationship with God. The Bible 
is full of promises of peace, and 
he encouraged everyone to place 
their own name into each of 
them. Doing this will help you 
see God’s love from a whole new 
perspective. Tucker challenged 
everyone to claim God’s prom-
ises and watch Him work in their 
lives.

by Courtney Herod

C
ou

rt
ne

y 
H

er
od

Em
ily

 b
an

ks



9

You’re probably wondering, 
“What is an evangelistic 

caravan?”
Well it’s like this...On April 26, 

2011, a caravan of people working 
with the popular South American 
media evangelist Pastor Alejandro 
Bullón began its trek around the 
Carolina Conference with a stop 
in Charleston, SC. The members 
of the Hardeeville, SC, church 
joined together with the member-
ship of North Charleston Spanish 
for this first meeting. After Pas-
tor Bullón preached a powerful 
message, he made an altar call and 
many people came forward for 
special prayer. 

The following day, April 27, 
the caravan made its way to the 
Charlotte Spanish church, where 
many more members and visitors 
listened to the Word of God pre-
sented with power.  Almost all of 
the visitors came forward when he 
made his altar call that night.

The next day, Thursday, April 
28, something special happened. 
The caravan made its third and 
final stop in Spartanburg, SC, 
where the churches of Fletcher, 
Asheville and Greenville, SC, 
Spanish churches had converged to 
hear the popular speaker. But there 

were some in attendance who 
there just by chance — or were 
they?

 A member of the Spartan-
burg Spanish church, Baldina 
Chavez, owns the ‘El Burrito’ 
restaurant in Boiling Springs, 
NC. She learned of this evan-
gelistic caravan and mentioned 
it to one of her customers,  
inviting him to come as her 
guest. He seemed quite interest-
ed and began asking questions, 
including who the speaker would 
be. When she told him it would be 
Pastor Alejandro 
Bullón, he said ex-
citedly, “I’ve heard 
him before!” 

Baldina was 
surprised by his en-
thusiastic response, 
and asked where he 
had heard Pastor 
Bullón before. The 
customer explained 
that one time he 
had found several 
of Pastor Bullón’s 
tapes in a trash can, 
so he took them 
and listened to them! Not only 
had he listened to them but he had 
received such a blessing from the 
sermons he couldn’t wait to go 
to the caravan meeting. He had 
already shared the tapes with oth-
ers, and he invited them, too. Three 
ladies he invited came to hear Pas-
tor Bullón speak, and brought their 
children as well.

Pastor Bullón was used power-
fully by the Holy Spirit and 50 

people came forward when he 
made the altar call, including 
these three ladies. They gave their 

hearts to the Lord 
and they and their 
families are now 
receiving Bible 
studies.

God used Baldi-
na Chavez and her 
restaurant to min-
ister and witness 
to her customers. 
As it says in Luke 
19:40, “’I tell you 
the truth,’ he re-
plied, ‘If you keep 
quiet, the rocks 
will cry out.’” No 
rocks will be cry-

ing out in Baldina’s place. 
The members and visitors from 

all three of these locations were 
greatly blessed and touched by 
the Holy Spirit during this “evan-
gelistic caravan.” They left with 
joyful hearts ready to share God’s 
love with others. Your support of 
Carolina Breakthrough makes this 
possible! 

by Courtney Herod and Ron Quick

An Evangelistic 
Caravan

Featured Story

Pastor Bullon

Balinda Chavez and her family.
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A Simple Invitation

Have you ever had everything go 
wrong at the worst possible time? 
That was the 
situation at the 
Rockingham 
Cornerstone 
church dur-
ing the plan-
ning of some 
recent meet-
ings. Speak-
ers were not 
working out and 
dates were be-
ing changed. The city even poured 
a new sidewalk in front of the 
church the day the meetings were 
scheduled to begin! However, God 
has perfect timing. 

Opening night, a man named 
Arthur Williams came to the rented 
church to attend a different meet-
ing. A Cornerstone church mem-
ber saw that he was in a room by 
himself, so she invited him to join 
the Revelation Seminar. He came 
in just as the meeting was finish-
ing the first night, but was given 
materials, including a copy of the 
book Peace Above the Storm. 

Arthur returned the next night. 
He had really enjoyed the book 
and wanted to give a copy to a 
friend in a women’s correctional 
facility in Florida. She could easily 
receive the book as long as it was 
sent from a church. I mailed the 
book along with a Discover Bible 
Guide. 

Wow! The response I got was 
overwhelming. Other women 
wanted study guides and books 
as well, so I began correspond-
ing with them. To date, there have 
been over 20 women who have 
received material in connection 

with that first meet-
ing. Some of these ladies have 
even been visited by the Seventh-
day Adventist chaplain. 

And what happened to Arthur? It 
has been over a year and a 
half since that first night he 
came in contact with our 
congregation. This January 
he began studying at Oak-
wood Adventist Univer-
sity where he is pursuing a 
degree in social work. On 
February 19 he was baptized 
at the Oakwood University 
Church. He is continuing 
to share what the Lord has 

been teaching him. The Lord took 
a simple invitation to make a pro-
found impact that will only truly 
be revealed in the Kingdom! 

As our churches continue to hold 
meetings, I encourage my broth-
ers and sisters in Christ to do three 
simple things: pray for the meet-
ings, invite others and give support 
with your presence. If you do these 
things, I believe the Lord will bless 
you in greater ways than you could 
ever imagine!

By RoseMarie Parker

Caring for Soldiers
In 2005, Sherry Carney, a mem-

ber of the Tryon Adventist Church, 

was diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma cancer. She had always 
been very active in her church and 
community, but suddenly found 
that she could do nothing. The next 
year her brother-in-law, Chaplain 
Michael McCawley, left for Iraq 
for 15 months. While  here, he 
needed  help, and the Lord told 
Sherry to stop feeling sorry for 
herself; she still had a mouth, and 
though bedridden, could talk and 
use the phone.

Through her husband’s construc-
tion business and her work as a  
realtor, they knew lots of people 
in their community. So with the 
help of a friend, Sherry started a 
military ministry. God has spared 
Sherry’s life and she has dedi-
cated it to support chaplains while 
they’re deployed.

In 2006, their first shipment 
of 100 Christmas gifts was sent 
out. The next year 300 gifts were 
sent. The ministry has grown and 
in 2008 they started “Singing for 
Soldiers.” They hold three or four 
events each year and the whole 
town participates. To date about 
6,000 pounds of supplies worth 
about $18,000 have been sent to 
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Arthur Williams

Continued on page 12 . . .
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When one thinks about 
evangelism, the mind 

quickly conjures up thoughts of 
thousands upon thousands of 
brochures, television, radio and 
newspaper advertising. It is all put 
in place to make the community 
aware of the vitally-important 
evangelistic meeting that is taking 
place. Oh, and did we mention the 
money it takes to accomplish this? 

Yes, indeed. It does take a bud-
get—sometimes a very large one—
to get the information out there. 

But there are Carolina Confer-
ence members doing evangelism 
ON a budget!  Take for example 
Myrtle Beach. For the past year, 
church members 
in this beach re-
sort city have been 
reaching people 
where they are: 
on the street, or 
in this case, at the 
flea market!  

The area’s 
largest indoor 
climate-controlled 
flea market attracts thousands of 
people, not just from Myrtle Beach 
but from all across the country. 
The church members who operate 
this active, colorful exhibit in a 
high-traffic area of the flea market 
have a wonderful opportunity to 

connect with people 
and make friends. 

Every book and 
pamphlet that leaves 
the booth contains 
contact information, 
an invitation to Ad-
ventist outreach min-
istries and offers for Bible study 
enrollment. They don’t just give 
the literature away, either. Visitors 
are invited to leave a donation for 
the books and pamphlets they’re 
interested in. 

Pecola Summerfield, who was 
inspired to begin this outreach 
ministry a year ago, has many 
thrilling experiences to share. 

“One morning a man 
came by and leafed 
through a paperback 
entitled, The Great 
Controversy,” Pecola 
recalls. “‘Wow, this 
is amazing!’ he said, 
and offered a large 
donation for the 
book!’”  

Often there’s op-
portunity to pray with those who 
stop by as they share a burden 
that’s on their heart. On one occa-
sion a minister came by with four 
members from his church. They 
looked over the books and selected 
not just one, but quantities of The 

Desire of Ages, The Great Contro-
versy and all the books on the Ten 
Commandments.  After explaining 
that they wanted to distribute them 
to their members, the group gave a 
$120 donation. 

Just prior to Easter Sunday, 
another local pastor stopped by the 
booth to look over the books. Sev-
eral caught his attention. He made 
his decision, gathered them up and 
said, “These are for my sermon 
this week!” 

In prime season the booth is 
open seven days a week; in off sea-
son, four days. So you can see this 
is not a one-person operation . . . 
It takes an entire church!  Church 
members take turns volunteer-
ing their time to this worthwhile 
endeavor.

Meeting people where they are—
that’s what it’s all about!  Thank 
you for your support for Carolina 
Breakthrough which makes it all 
possible! 

by Ron Quick

Making Friends 
for Christ

Featured Story
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Carolina Conference Session 
Notice is hereby given that the 41st regular session 
of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 
will be held in the auditorium at Nosoca Pines Ranch 
in Liberty Hill, South Carolina. The first meeting is 
called for 6:30 pm Thursday, August 18, 2011. The 
session will continue through Sunday, 
August 21, 2011. The session is 
called for the purpose of electing 
officers and formulating plans for 
the next quinquennium, and for the 
transaction of such other business as 
may properly come before the session. 
Each church may appoint two of its 
members as delegates to the session 
provided their membership exceeds 
fifty (50). Those churches having 
fewer than fifty-one (51) members 
may appoint one of its members as a delegate as 
outlined in the Carolina Conference By-Laws.

James R. Davidson
President
Gary D. Moyer
Secretary

Carolina Conference Association
Notice is hereby given that there will be a legal 
meeting of the Carolina Conference Associateion of 
Seventh-day Adventists, Incorporated, under the laws 
of the state of North Carolina, in connection with the 
regular session of the Carolina Conference, which 

will be held in the auditorium at 
Nosoca Pines Ranch, Liberty Hill, 
South Carolina. The first meeting is 
called for 6:30 pm, Thursday, August 
18, 2011. The sesion will continue 
through Sunday, August 21, 2011. 
The purpose of the meeting is to 
elect officers and trustees and to 
transact any other business that 
may come before the association at 
that time. The delegates of the 41st 
session of the Carolina Conference 

of Seventh-day Adventists are the delegates of the 
association meeting. 

James R. Davidson
President
Chad Grundy
Secretary

Here is a note Sherry received 
from one appreciative soldier: 
“Recently we received several 
packages from you and members 
of your organization. Words can’t 
even begin to describe the gratitude 
we felt when those boxes were 
opened. Nothing excites a service-
member more than when they real-
ize there are people back home that 
still care.” Gary Angarita CW2, US 
Army. 

Why a Military Ministry? Indi-
viduals cannot send packages to 
soldiers without a specific name. 
However, packages can be sent 
to the chaplains and they give the 
items to those who need them. 

Recently, the Mills River Church 
has partnered with the Tryon 
Church in this ministry and have 
just given their first contribution 
of items to be sent overseas. They 

are looking forward to 
involving their commu-
nity in this ministry. If 
you would like to begin 
a Military Ministry in 
your church and commu-
nity, call Sherry Carney 
at 828-894-3442.

by Lorraine Wellman

Creation: Does it Really Matter?
Is it crucial to believe the whole 

universe was created 6000 years 
ago? What biblical teachings would 
be affected if we don’t? These are 
some of the issues Dr. Greg King 
discussed in his seminar at camp 
meeting, entitled “Creation: What 
the Bible Teaches and Why it Mat-
ters.” Some of them are:
• The validity of the Bible: Jesus 

Himself showed reverence and 
respect for scripture by not only 
committing it to memory, but 

utilizing it daily. 
• The connection between the 

Bible’s teachings on creation and 
the plan of salvation. 

• Distinct parallels of the Bible’s 
description of creation and its 
description of Heaven. 

• The character of God is shown in 
creation—everything is good. 

• His method of creation is to 
reflect His love, therefore survival 
of the fittest does not make sense.  
Creation exemplifies His sover-
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Continued on page 14 . . .
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WBAJ, South Carolina’s 
powerhouse evangelistic 

outreach, continues to broadcast 
50,000 watts of Seventh-day Ad-
ventist talk radio! Of the seven ra-
dio stations throughout the country 
in the “Family First” radio family, 
WBAJ is the flagship station.

The station began sending out its 
signal in 1999. At that time they 
were located in a garage behind 
the Columbia First church. Today 
they’ve come from the garage to 
the inter-state.  It’s pretty hard to 
miss the new location and their 

highly-visible call letters from 
Interstate 20 in Columbia, SC.

WBAJ, “We Broadcast About 
Jesus,” is a full-time teaching 
station broadcasting evangelistic 
meetings, health programs, ser-
mons about creation, temperance, 

religious liberty, family, finance 
and children’s stories.  Think of it 
this way: WBAJ is like having an 
evangelistic series going on seven 
days a week, 365 days a year!

This powerful talk radio station 
broadcasts the Seventh-day Adven-
tist message each day to a potential 
11 million listeners. Statistically, 
talk radio listeners are more loyal 
than those of music stations be-
cause. If music listeners don’t like 
a song or the station quality, they 
will often scan the dial. But talk 
radio listeners become interested in 
the message, and usually stay with 
that station, even at the edge of the 
signal when it may get scratchy 
and hard to hear. This is the case 
with WBAJ.
What Listeners are Saying 
• A married man with children had 

left the Lord for a life of drugs 
and alcohol. He showed up at 
an Adventist church for the first 
time and shared, “I found WBAJ 
by chance and it’s changed my 
life. I’m coming back to the 
Lord! I could never repay you for 
what you’ve given me.”

• “I listen to WBAJ whenever I’m 
awake.”

• “I found this station by accident 
and haven’t been so blessed since 
the day I met my wife.”

• “I didn’t think anyone could 
make me give up Rush Lim-
baugh, but you guys did.”

• A man recently baptized said, “I 
had been searching for truth for 

12 years. Thank you, WBAJ.”
• “I prayed for a deeper under-

standing. The next day my radio 
was stuck on this station. My 
husband and I listened and de-
cided it was truth. That’s why we 
joined the Adventist church.”

Entering Closed Gates
Evangelism through radio is 

non-threatening. People that would 
never attend a meeting or let a 
colporteur into their home will 
listen to the radio. WBAJ can get 
through walls, into locked commu-
nities and other so-called impen-
etrable places. 
Paving the Way

WBAJ has also made it easy for 
visiting speakers. Because their 
sermons are being broadcast and 
heard daily, folks flock to see these 
evangelists when they come to 
Columbia. When Doug Batchelor 
came to town not too long ago, 
hundreds of listeners came out to 
here the popular preacher.
Coming to You?

Family First Radio continues to 
look for prominent sites to position 
a new station. Charlotte has been 
one of those locations with the 
recently acquired station WTCG. 

With your continued support 
of Carolina Breakthrough, these 
talk radio stations will continue to 
broadcast the Adventist message 
throughout the Carolinas.  

by Ron Quick

of  Adventist Preaching

Featured Story

Blasting 50,000 Watts

Bob Sitko and Lynn Sherman prepare 
programing for broadcast.

Station manager Gary Sherman has 
reason to smile. It has been a great 
year, evangelistically speaking, for this 
50,000-watt Adventist talk radio station.
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How good are your math skills?

they’re probably a bit rusty, right? but don’t worry, this isn’t 
a pop quiz. today, i invite you to brush up on your spiritual 

math skills and begin counting your blessings!  god’s way of 
counting supersedes any of our math equations, however. 

the well-known children’s song teaches us to, 
“Count your many blessings.”  and something 
wonderful begins to happen inside us when 
we “name them one by one.” 

start by listing more than just general 
categories (your health, your family, god’s 

love…). the true wealth of your bless-
ings becomes clear when you are 
very specific—the delicious strawber-
ries you had for breakfast; the safe 
and comfortable ride you had to this 
meeting and the wonderful message 
preached today; the enduring loyalty 
of a friend…the list could go on and 
on. once they are counted, blessings 
deserve a response. they cry out to 

be acknowledged. but how? 

We need to speak of these 
blessings. the telling reinforces 

your appreciation and invites others to join you on the path of 
gratitude.  With obvious approval, god listens to and records 
our discussion of His blessings in “a book of remembrance” 
(Malachi 3:16).

But even speaking of our blessings is not enough.  god’s 
goodness compels us to:
•	 Use our time to tell others of god’s goodness; 
•	 Use our talents to help others know of His plan; 
•	 Use our treasure to fund the gospel work through the 

area of our responsibility—the Carolinas. 
You can be sure that your blessings will not be diminished by 
your sharing them.  they will be multiplied!  that’s god’s math.

i encourage you to count your blessings from god often, 
and to share generously with Carolina breakthrough so that 
others may come to know Him and begin their own spiritual 
multiplication tables.  and remember, those kinds of math 
skills, just like geometry and algebra, will be lost if you don’t 
use them. let’s start counting, shall we?

Haskell Williams 
 Carolina Conference Evangelism Coordinator

Do you know your multiplication tables? Algebra formulas? Geometry theorems? Calculus derivatives?

eignty. Ps. 19:1 says “The heavens 
declare the glory of God.”

• God made us in His image and be-
cause of this, there is an obvious 
value to us as human beings. Our 
existence was not an accident—
God created us with a purpose.
The literal creation week is a 

critical factor in understanding our 
Savior. Many truths of scripture are 
endangered if we ignore the real-
ity of creation. If we don’t cherish 
these teachings, we risk losing 
our faith altogether. We are truly 
blessed to be designed with a pur-
pose, in the image of our Creator 
and Lord. 

by Emily Banks and Tom Mills

Are You a Contagious 
Christian?

When someone mentions 
evangelism, what pops 
into your head? Revela-
tion Seminars? Literature 
distribution? Summer 
mission trips? While these 
methods are often effective, 
the most important evange-
listic technique is often overlooked. 
Phil Muthersbaugh, camp meeting 
speaker for the young adults, says, 
“It’s about relationships. Relation-
ships work.” The theme was “iLife” 
– Discover Intentional Living. The 
idea is to change our thinking about 
evangelism, taking it from some-
thing that happens once a year to a 
lifestyle that we follow every day. 
When we point to Christ in ways 

that are natural for us, the out-
come is amazing. In small groups, 
participants tackled questions like, 
“Why do we treat people as evan-
gelistic projects instead of unique 
treasures of God?” and “What were 
Jesus’ methods of evangelism?” So 
can you make your faith attractive? 
Build Christ-centered relationships 
and plunge into the “evangelistic 
unknown,” motivated by love.

by Alyssa Brantley

Continued from page 12 . . .

To give, simply mark your tithe envelope “Carolina Breakthrough”
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Obituaries
Bobbit, Joseph Michael, Jr., 21, 

passed away Sabbath, April 16, 2011, in 
Flagstaff, AZ. He is survived by his mother, 
Debbie Bobbitt; father, Mike Bobbitt; four 
siblings, Keven Bobbitt, Michelle Bobbitt, 
Kristen Van Pelt and Ben Bobbitt; an uncle, 
Ed Sanders; an aunt Sharon McGraw; 
cousin Patrick McGraw; and grandparents, 
Ray and Tina Sanders. 

Bodeker, Wayne Ernest, 76, died 
April 24, 2011, in Greenville, NC.  He was a 
member of the Jacksonville church where 

he served as an elder.  
He was a veteran of 
the US Air Force and 
volunteered at The 
Hem of His Garment. 
He is survived by his 
wife, Audrey; four sons, 
Richard Bodeker, James 

Bodeker, Jason Bodeker and John Bodeker; 
one step-daughter, Karen Park; one step-
son, Thomas Sanginiti; one brother, Robert 
Bodeker; eight grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his brother, David Bodeker. 

Graves, Elder Jim Gorman, age 
72, passed away on Tuesday, May 24, 2011, 
from a short battle with cancer. For 35 years 
(1974-2009) Graves served as a district 

pastor throughout 
Texas and North 
Carolina for the 
North American 
Division. Graves 
earned B.S. 
degrees in math 
and physics, 
graduated Nuclear 
Power school in 
the U. S. Navy, and 
later earned his 

third B.S. degree in theology. In 1960 Graves 
enlisted in the service of the U.S. Navy. After 
qualifying in submarines and as a nuclear 
power operator, he served as a machinist 
mate on the then world’s largest twin-reactor 
nuclear-powered submarine, the U.S.S. 
Triton SSN586, which was the first vessel to 
execute a submerged circumnavigation of 
the Earth. Graves was honorably discharged 
in 1970 as chief machinist mate. He is 
survived by his wife, Bette Jean Graves; one 
son, James Yale; one daughter, Kimberly 
Colleen Graves; one brother, Thomas Alan 

Graves; one sister, Jane 
Graves Larner; and three grandchildren, 
James Doyle G., Drew Frances and Grace 
Veronica Graves.

Lindley, Stanley Olivia, 88, 
born Nov. 13, 1921, died July 22, 2010, in 
Greensboro, NC.  She was a member of 
the Greensboro church for more than 10 
years.  She was born in Spring Grove, VA, 
and was married to R.L. Stanley for 50 years 
until his death in 1988.  She then married 
Bill Lindley, who died in 2002. Mrs. Lindley 
helped to manage the office of her first 
husband’s electrical contracting business, 
in addition to caring for her children.  She 
remained involved in the church until her 
death.  She is survived by two sons, Joe 
Stanley, Sr. and David Stanley; four daugh-
ters, Joyce (Joy) Walsh, Rebecca Anne 
(Becky) Hodges, Susan Simpson and Donna 
Antico; a step-son, Dave Lindley; and a step-
daughter, Martha Allegro.  In addition, she is 
survived by 16 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.  She was also considered a 
mom to many nieces and nephews. 

Poehler, Bruce Bickford, III, 
71, passed away February 24, 2011, at 
Cottingham Hospice House in Seneca, SC. 
He was a member of the Westminster, SC, 
church. Born to Bruce and Jan Ellean Bickfor 
Poehler, Jr., in Somerville, MA, Poehler 
retired after 26 years with the US Army in 
the Special Forces, having served twice in 
Vietnam. Poehler received the Bronze Star, 
the Silver Star and the Purple Heart for 
those tours. In addition, Poehler worked for 
the Pentagon for four years, after which he 
taught ROTC classes for four more years 
in Beulahville, NC, where he also worked 
as a real estate broker.  He is survived by 
his wife, Marie Ann Lang Poehler; two sons, 
William Warren Poehler and Steve Allen 
Poehler; a brother, Warren Johnson Poehler; 
a sister, Ann Marie Poehler; two grandchil-
dren, Justin and Trisha Ann Poehler; and 
three great-grandchildren, Alaina, Brady and 
Steven Lynn Poehler. In addition to Poehler’s 
parents, his grandson, Steven Poehler, 
preceded him in death. 

Robbins,  Frances Harriet 
(Chandler), born February 10, 1922, in 
Charleston, WV, died January 29, 2011, in 
Hendersonville, NC. She worked as a teach-
er, medical secretary and pastor’s wife. She 
was a member of the Arden church in Arden, 
NC.  She was married to Pastor Donald Rob-

bins who preceded her in death.  Robbins is 
survived by two sons, Donald and Andrew 
Robbins; a daughter, Patty Weiss; eight 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

For an online version of this calendar, 
log onto the Carolina Conference web site 
at www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
July
Cambodian/Hmong Camp Meeting ..1-3.  NPR.
SUC President’s Council ....... 3-10. Florida
Tween/Horsemanship III/Golf Camp .3-9. NPR.
Teen Camp .............................10-16. NPR.   
Master Guide Campout ..........29-31. NPR. 
Sabbath School Workshop .....29-31. NPR.
Carolina Pastoral Retreat . 31-Aug 3. NPR.
August
ASI National Conv. .........3-6. Sacramento.
Carolina Constituency Session ....18-21. NPR.
Pathfinder Leadership Convention .26-28 NPR.
September
LE Retreat ............................................ 1-4
Hispanic Men’s Convention ........2-4. NPR.
NAD Festival of the Laity ....... 7-10. Dallas.
Share Him Boot Camp .............. 9-11. NPR.
Carolina Retiree’s Retreat ......12-15. NPR.
Men’s Ministries Convention ........30-Oct. 2
Women’s Retreat .............. 30-Oct. 2. NPR.
October
Couples Retreat ...........................7-9 NPR.
Hispanic Women’s Retreat ..........7-9 NPR.
Lay Pastoral Training ...................7-9 NPR.
November
Community Services Retreat ..........11-13 NPR.
December
SU Evangelism Council ..5-8. Daytona Beach.
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