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Healthy
Happy

kids,

kids!
Raleigh Church 
takes children’s 
wellness to a whole 
new level.



Carole and I wish each pre-
cious member of our Caro-

lina family a very happy New Year 
– a year in which we hope you will 
experience God’s special blessings 
of health and happiness. Just one 
year ago we joined our new church 
family in the Carolinas, and both 
of us want you to know how very 
grateful we have been for your gra-
cious kindness and most of all for 
your heartfelt prayers of support. 

In that well loved musical film 
of the 1960’s, The Sound of Music, 
there is a scene where Maria 
leaves her life as a nun to become 

a governess for the 10 children 
of an Austrian naval captain. The 
words of the song still resonate in 
my mind. I remember her walk-
ing through the streets of Salzburg 
singing, “What will this day be 
like? I wonder! What will my fu-
ture bring?” As we enter this new 
year–2013–I ask myself the same 
question. The reality is that I don’t 
know the tragedies or triumphs 

that will impact each of us in the 
days ahead. But I have the absolute 
assurance that the One who has 
loved us with an everlasting love 
will never fail us nor forsake us. 
“Many things about tomorrow, I 
don’t seem to understand. But I 
know Who holds tomorrow, and I 
know Who holds my hand.” 

The year 2013 marks a milestone 
for this church. We have called 
ourselves Seventh-day Adventists 
since 1863—150 years. From a 
time in which we as a nation were 
engaged in a great Civil War to a 
time that is nearer the soon return 
of our Savior than many of us real-
ize, God has guided and cared for 
His remnant church, the object of 
His supreme love, a movement of 
destiny.  

Only when we acknowledge in 
our words and actions that Jesus 
is truly the Lord of our lives, will 
we bring glory to Him.  How can 
we make greater gains in 2013 to 
make Him the Lord of our lives?

1. By our service to others 
through the example of Jesus as 
evidenced in 1 John 3:16.

2. Through the use of our time. 
What is your priority? If we are too 
busy to spend time in prayer and 
the  reading of His Word every day 
—just like we eat every day—we 
are far too busy to make Him the 
Lord of our lives. (Take a closer 
look at Acts 20: 32) 

3. Through the use of our 
tithes and faithful offerings. Let’s 

remember that tithe is sacred and 
already belongs to God. Giving 
your 10% to 3ABN or Frontier 
Missions is an offering; it is NOT 
faithful tithing. On the other hand, 
only giving what already belongs 
to God through tithing, and yet 
failing to understand that our offer-
ings represent a heartfelt and free-
willed gift to bless God’s work 
locally, falls short of our expres-
sion of love and total commitment 
to His church. (Consider Nehemiah 
10: 38-39).

4. Through our abilities. God 
desires us to use every gift He 
has given us to reach others for 
Jesus and His kingdom. And every 
person has an ability by which he 
or she can be a blessing to others! 
(Reflect on 1 Peter 4: 10)

5. Through the use of our ma-
terial possessions. We are materi-
ally far more blessed than billions 
of people around the globe. How 
are we using those blessings and 
resources to demonstrate religion 
that is pure and undefiled, as de-
scribed in James 1:27?

Today we face some monumen-
tal challenges within the church. 
But He is calling His faithful 
leaders to “be strong and very 
courageous.” God’s messenger, in 
that wonderful book Prophets and 
Kings, counsels us: (a) “to see in 
every difficulty a call to prayer;” 
(b) “never…to fail of consulting 
the great Source of all wisdom;”  

  From the 
president’s pen

“a Time for Triumphant 
Transformation”

Continued on page 4 . . .

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina 
Conference President
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Kids and their families 
started streaming into the 

Raleigh, NC, Church community 
center on September 30, 2012, 
for their community Children’s 
Natural Health Expo.  There were 
over 30 exhibitors on health and 
wellness from surrounding busi-
nesses and ministries.  

Partnering with the Raleigh 
church was Whole Foods Market, 
which shared free food samples 
and a seminar called Healthy 
Eating on a Budget.  They pro-
moted foods with no added sugar 
or extracted oil.  They also read 
the book, The Secret Life of Mitch 
Spinach, to the kids.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Pam 
Popper, presented the topic: Op-
timal Nutrition for Kids: The Ef-
fects of Diet on Obesity, Behavior 
and Academic Achievement.  She 
said that in America there is an 
epidemic of diet-related illnesses 

in children.  These diseases, which 
come from eating the wrong 
foods, used to affect only adults. 
Now their effects are reaching our 
children, too.

Overweight kids are almost 
three times more likely to have 
hypertension.  Children are hav-
ing problems with cholesterol.  
The CDC states that one-third of 
the children born this year will 
develop type two diabetes during 
their lifetime. The cause? Food! 
Popper stated that the ideal diet 

for all humans is a plant-based 
diet.  Proteins in dairy have been 
linked to juvenile diabetes.  She 
proposes that at least 90% of our 
diet be selected from foods that 
don’t “have a mother or a face.”

Popper suggests to start by 
cleaning up our own homes.  Lead 
by example.  Set deadlines to 
remove bad food from the house...
gradually.  And parents need to 
learn what their kids eat in school 
lunch programs.  These changes 
can be challenging when dealing 
with finicky little taste buds, but 
they will make a huge impact on 
your child’s health.

The afternoon ended with 
MPA’s AcroSports team giving an 
interactive gymnastics and con-
ditioning demo. This was a great 
event to get ready for those New 
Year’s resolutions. And this time 
let’s keep them!

—by Ken Ford, Health Ministries 
Director
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(c) “to stand firm against unholy 
influences;” (d) to discern right 
from wrong, good from evil.”—
page 31.

The devotional book, Streams in 
the Desert, says it well: “Like wise 
seamen in the life of faith, let us 
launch out into the deep, and find 
that all things are possible with 
God, and all things are possible 
unto him that believes. Let us, to-
day, attempt great things for God; 
take His faith and believe for them 
and His strength to accomplish 
them.”

Foundational to the mission 
of the church is the money that 
it takes to fund ministries in 
our local churches, conference, 
the Southern Union, the North 
American Division and our global 
outreach in fulfillment of the great 
commission of Matthew 28: 19-20.

To ensure that we are doing the 
work God wants us to do, we have 
recently formed a small steward-

ship committee named after our 
theme: Generous Living Team. 
The purpose of this committee is 
to develop a spiritual mission for 
faithful stewardship in each of our 
churches. We will develop useful, 
creative resources to educate and 
initiate a heartfelt response to the 
needs of God’s church. Another 
goal is to create channels of com-
munication from the local church 
to the conference in order to foster 
an understanding of true steward-
ship in every member of God’s 
family.

We have met with our Carolina 
Pastors at the Southern Union 
Ministerium in Florida and on 
January 22 will have a Steward-
ship Summit for all pastors and 
church lay leaders. Stay tuned for 
more developments and updates as 
to the initiatives of this team.

Everywhere I go in the Caroli-
nas, I see God at work. This is His 
redeemed world, and we are His 
redeemed people.

In this year, 2013, are you ready 
to cross into Canaan land after 

wandering in earth’s wilderness as 
Adventists for 150 years? 

Are you prepared to go deeper in 
your faith than you’ve ever gone 
before?

Are you ready to be used by God 
in more powerful ways that you 
thought possible?

Do you desire to be a blessing 
to the people in your church and 
community where God has called 
you to serve Him?

Are you ready for the journey? 
If by God’s grace your answer is 

yes, then welcome to that journey! 
It is one that ultimately sets us 
free because it calls us closer to 
the One who came to set us free. 
It calls us to an abundant life of 
joyful obedience because it is cen-
tered in the One who came so we 
“may have life, and may have it 
more abundantly.” May God bless 
our Carolina family as we travel 
that journey together.

Your servant leader for the Lord,

The Pleasure of Pastoring
Steve Mckoy has been the Vol-

unteer Pastor at Camden church in 
South Carolina for one year. “It’s 
been a great year. I’m learning 

more every day and God has 
blessed us so much,” says Steve. 

Steve was asked to be Cam-
den’s pastor last Fall on his 
return from Africa where he was 
on an evangelism campaign with 
ShareHim. He was head elder 
at West Columbia Church at the 
time. He’s also been to Romania 
twice, has several Gospel music 
CD’s, and has written a book, 
The Mark of the Beast & The 

Coming of Christ.
The  Volunteer Pastor program 

is fairly new in the Carolina 
Conference, where a church elder 
agrees to take on the position and 

duties of the church pastor. 
“It’s exciting,” says Steve. 

“Sometimes you don’t feel like 
you can handle it, so of course 
you pray a lot. Then the Holy 
Spirit just takes control and 
WOW! Wonderful things happen 
and God gets all the glory!”  

Steve is joined by his wife, Mi-
chelle, who is Pathfinder leader, 
and daughter, Alexia. 

The Camden church just cel-
ebrated three baptisms in August; 
Aleah 14, Moriah 19, and Malik 
15. They will also be holding an 
evangelistic crusade in Camden in 
the Spring of 2013.
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Dale Pollet Evangelizes in 
Morganton, N.C.

Dale Pollet, 
Conference 
evangelist, 
recently 
concluded 
meetings in 
Morganton, 
NC. They 
were held 
in the Foot-
hills Higher 
Education 
Conference Center.  Among the 
visitors on the first night were 
Eunice and her daughter, who had 
walked two miles to come to the 
meetings.  They are continuing to 
attend church.

Two other guests had previously 
attended the Weight Management 
for Life seminar held at the Mor-
ganton Church from January-March 
of 2012.  One of those, Caroline 
Lynn, a coworker of a church mem-
ber, was baptized on the last night 
of Dale Pollett’s meetings.

Myra Lail had attended other 
evangelistic meetings in the past, 
and loved the book Steps to Christ, 
even sharing it with others. At 
Dale’s meetings she made her deci-
sion to join by profession of faith.

By the time the last meeting was 
held, five had joined the church 
with at least as many requesting 
baptism in the near future. 

(To see more photos, visit the 
Carolina Conference Facebook 
page.)

— by Pastor Barry Mahorney

50th Wedding Anniversary
Ben and Carmen (Dietzie) Ayers 

of Asheville, NC, celebrated their 
golden anniversary at a celebration 
hosted by their family on Sep-
tember 16, 2012, at the Fletcher 

Adventist Church where they are 
members. 

 Ben (who had been in the Air 
Force from 1950 - 1954) and Car-
men (who graduated from Fletcher 
Academy in 1959) met in Fletcher 
in February of 1958.  They were 
married in Hickory, NC, on Sep-
tember 16, 1962.  The week after 
they were married they moved to 
Eugene, Oregon.  In 1963 they 
moved to Crescent City, CA, where 
their two daughters were born.

In 1974 the family moved back to 
Fletcher where Ben owned the Phil-

lips 66 station in Naples off 
Interstate 26, and Carmen later be-
came a manager of Home Interiors 
& Gifts, Inc.  In 1993 they retired, 
and in 1996 moved to Okeechobee, 
FL.  They missed North Carolina 
too much and moved back in 2002.

 Through the years Ben and Car-
men both have been very active in 
the Seventh-day Adventist churches 
where they have lived.  Ben has 
been a Sabbath School teacher in 
the junior and adult divisions, was a 

Continued on page 7 . . .



Ninety-five ready-for-
fun retirees migrated 

to the Carolina Retirees 
Retreat this year at Nosoca 
Pines Ranch.  Oral Calloway, 
the club’s president, said that 
many thought this year’s 
event was one of the best.

Elder Leslie Louis, Carolina 
Conference president, was the 
keynote speaker, with Carl 

Ashlock, Ken 
Ford, Ebbie 
Christo Paul, 
Evert Potgi-
eter and David 
White also 
giving presenta-

tions.  Audrey Bodeker motivated 
everyone in the daily exercise 
routines and Ben and Carol Ringer 
shared the secrets of bird-watch-
ing.  Attendees also learned about 
greenhouse gardening, prime-time 
living and keeping our eyes on 
Jesus.  They were nudged to tear 
down the walls that hold them 
back from having fulfilling retire-
ment years.

“Fun Time at the Corral,” 
“Golden Age” variety program, 
“Manna from Heaven” banquet, 
board games and such at the caf-
eteria, yummy food and boat rides 
rounded out a week plugged with 
fun and giggles.

More photos are 
available on our 
Facebook page.

—by Ken Ford, Trust 
Services and Planned 
Giving Director

Retirees 2012Retreat
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The Blessing of Bread
We often take bread for 

granted. But there’s much 
Gospel in a loaf of bread! What 
better way to share Jesus, the 
Bread of Life, than to give the 
gift of delicious and healthy 
bread?

That’s what the Wilkesboro 
church’s health ministry, Live 
for HIM, decided to do this 
Fall. But instead of just handing 
out loaves that would soon be 
consumed, they decided to take 
things to the next level. Why 
not teach folks how to make 
their own bread?

Pulling their talents together, 

church members pitched in to 
make the bread-making class 
a success. From selecting and 
testing the recipes to arranging 
chairs in the fellowship hall, 
there was an opportunity for 
everyone to help.

Over 40 people turned out, 
eager to learn and try the 12 
different kinds of breads dem-
onstrated that evening. From 
whole wheat sandwich bread 
and sweet rolls to gluten-free 
artisan, there was bread for all 
tastes. Folks sampled each of 
the breads and also received a 
free bread-making cookbook 
compiled from all the recipes.  

Even though this class was 
just a one-night deal, Live for 
HIM ministry is staying active. 
They recently completed a 
healthy holiday cooking night 
which was also a smashing suc-
cess. They are looking forward 
to quite a few other events, 
including other one-night 
cooking classes, a weight-loss 
program and even a depression 
recovery event.

Keep up with Live for HIM 
ministries online at www.Wil-
kesboroSDAchurch.org

—by Alyssa Brantley

Pathfinder leader and also 
preached when needed. Carmen 
enjoyed being the Sabbath School 
superintendent/leader.  Ben and 
Carmen were also involved in the 
development of the new Seventh-
day Adventist church in Burns-
ville, NC, where Ben grew up.

Ben and Carmen’s family 
include daughters Marla (Tom) 
Johnson and Marcella (Edwin) 
Sampayan, grandson Andrew (12) 
Sampayan and granddaughters 
Anna (19) and Emily (16) Johnson 
and Kayla (6) Sampayan.
Hispanic Young Adult Retreat

“No Negotiable Identity” was 
the theme of the Hispanic Young 
Adult Retreat held at Nosoca Pines 
Ranch on September 7-9.  Almost 
150 people came that weekend 
to learn more about Jesus.  The 
guest speaker was Pastor Benja-
min Carballo, youth director of the 
Inter-American Division.  He chal-
lenged our youth to live, work, 
study and testify for Jesus.  After 
each presentation he made altar 
calls, and many came forward.  

Sabbath afternoon the young 
people were given activity chal-
lenges.  These challenges were 
very difficult, but as they worked 
as a team they succeeded, and at 
the same time had a lot of fun. 
Pastors Ben Rueda, Fredy Villamil 

and Nelson Fernández guided them 
through these challenges. 

The young adults 
were richly blessed 
and had a true en-
counter with Jesus.  
Upon returning home, 
their friends and fam-
ily noticed they were 
different—with a new 
spirit.  One mother 
called to thank the 

Conference for providing a retreat 
like that for our young people.  Her 
children came home very excited 
and changed.  They were sharing 
with her all the blessings they had 
received in the retreat.

When the young adults left on 
Sunday they were very happy and 
exhausted, but already making 
plans to return next year!

—by Mary Romero

Continued from page 5 . . .
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Applesauce to Oshkosh
“Oshkosh 2014, here we come!”  

So says the Hickory, NC, Pathfinder 
Club. There was only one problem 
. . . they had no money for the trip 
to the Oshkosh camporee.  So they 
started looking for different ways to 
raise money.  Someone in the Club 
suggested making apple butter as 
a fundraiser.  
All the 
ingredients 
and jars were 
donated and 
in no time, 
they were 
able to sell 
40 gallons of 
apple butter. 
The apple 
butter was 
cooked in a 
copper kettle 
over an open fire, the way it has 
been done for several centuries. 
The first pot was sold before it 
came off the fire and the second 
shortly after, with people asking 
for more. It was hard work, but it 
brought the club, church mem-
bers and families together.

The Hickory Pathfinders then 
realized a “good” problem.  They 
were growing, and their small 
trailer could not handle the added 
load. As they started looking for a 
new one, they realized that this was 

to be God’s trailer, and as Path-
finders, they are to be witnesses 
for God wherever they go. That 
includes driving down the road. So 
after they found the perfect trailer, 
they decided to make it a rolling 
billboard for Christ.  

This project was a year in the 
making. They increased their apple 
butter production from 40 gallons 
to 100 gallons to help raise the 
money. Working with a designer 
and consulting with Conference 
Pathfinder Director Stanley Knight, 
they came up with artwork they feel 
represents the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church and Pathfinders world-
wide. People are already asking 
about their Club and their beliefs 
because of this new witnessing tool.

The Lord has blessed the Hickory 
Pathfinders. The ultimate goal of all 
Pathfinder leaders is to see the chil-
dren they teach each year come to 
love Jesus and become the leaders 
of our church now and in the future.  
It will be an amazing feeling when 

we’re in Heaven and 
one of these kids 
walks up and says, 
“You believed in 
me enough to keep 
going and keep try-
ing. Thank you, you 
are the reason I am 
here. ”

—by Lynette Downing

Lemonade & Cookies  
for ADRA

When Faye Boyd’s three 
granddaughters, Cameron 
Trotter, Kentlee Kneece and 
Logan Tuck, come by to visit 
each month they set up their 
lemonade and cookie stand.  
“It’s for a great cause,” says 
Faye. “All the money goes to 
ADRA to feed hungry chil-
dren in third world countries.”  

Faye is a member of the 
Orangeburg church in South 
Carolina. She lives right in 
the middle of town on a busy 
street, so the girls do really 
well with their project. “Often, 
when folks hear what the girls 
are doing, they’ll just give a 
donation.” 

This past October the girls 
and their lemonade stand 
caught the attention of the 
local newspaper, the “Adver-
tizer-Herald.” The newspaper 
ran a photo of the girls at their 
lemonade stand, and the cap-
tion read, “...selling lemonade 
and cookies for the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in 
Orangeburg to give proceeds 
to ADRA to feed hungry chil-
dren in third world countries.”

Now that’s letting your light 
shine!

—by Ron Quick



ShareHim Feature

Buried Twice in Guyana
When I arrived in Guyana, I was 

very unsure 
of myself and 
doubted that I 
could be an ef-
fective speaker. 

One night, 
the sermon 
topic was 
baptism. At the 
end of the mes-

sage I made an appeal for anyone 
interested in baptism to come for-
ward. I noticed one man in particu-
lar, a little rough around the edges, 
who was struggling with making 
this decision. I was overjoyed when 
he finally came forward, ready for a 
new start. 

I learned his name was Kevin. 
After that he didn’t miss a meeting. 
He was always there, sitting in the 
front row. I watched with amaze-
ment as the Lord worked in this 
man’s heart. I could tell that he was 
very passionate about his newfound 
faith in Jesus and couldn’t wait to 
be baptized.

Kevin grew up in Brooklyn, NY. 
His parents absent, he was initiated 
into a gang by age 13. Gang life 
brought fights and drugs–heroin, 
cocaine and others. He was arrested 
and deported to Guyana where he 
worked in a gold mine. One day the 
mud walls of the mine caved in on 
him and he was buried alive. Co-
workers dug him out and saved his 
life. Grateful he was alive, Kevin 
decided he wanted to start his life 
over again. 

When I saw Kevin coming up out 
of his water burial with a big smile 
on his face — it was all I could do 

to remain composed. I yelled out, 
“Amen!” I may never see Kevin 
again on this earth, but I told him 
that I was going to look for him 
when we get to heaven. 

Before going to Guyana, I told 
myself that if I could win just one 
soul for Christ, then it all would 
have been worth it. But praise the 
Lord, Kevin was one of 16 bap-
tisms that Sabbath morning! It was 
truly an amazing experience to see 
the Holy Spirit at work.

–by Zach Goldstein, student, Southern 
Adventist University

Can a Child Preach in America?
A training workshop by the 

Children’s Ministries coordinator 
for the Southern New England Con-
ference charged attendees to make 
children their top priority. Mem-
bers of the New England Ghanaian 
church accepted the challenge. Af-
ter all, if the Southern Africa-Indian 
Ocean Division had 
13,000 child preachers, 
why couldn’t their own 
children preach?

The church began 
by holding their first 
ever Vacation Bible 
School program.  In 
anticipation of a future 
evangelistic initia-
tive, they followed-up 
with community VBS 
participants.  Then from 
August 5 to 27, using 
material provided by 
ShareHim, seven children preached 
their first evangelistic series. Pre-
senting a sermon every Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday evening and 
four sermons on Sabbaths, the chil-
dren preached a total of 24 sermons 

in three weeks.
On the last Sabbath there were 

tears of joy as 17 individuals made 
their commitment to Christ through 
baptism. (Yes, these children CAN 
preach!)
In Sierra Leon with No 
Interpreter

Shortly after I arrived in Sierra 
Leone on a ShareHim campaign, 
my site supervisor introduced me to 
Michael Goba. Michael had accept-
ed the Sabbath and was convinced 
of many truths.  He was very eager 
for me to come and talk to his 
church. You see, Michael Goba was 
the pastor of a 96-member, Sunday-
keeping church in the Freetown 
area. But the next Sunday, just 
before I spoke to Pastor Goba’s 
congregation, I was informed that 
I would not have an interpreter. 
Unable to imagine how to convey 

the Sabbath truths 
without an interpreter, 
I pled with God for the 
gift of tongues.  God 
provided a miracle 
and the congregation 
understood my words. 
My supervisor com-
mented, “Mike, your 
presentation was clear, 
clear, clear!” God truly 
is good.

Pastor Goba con-
cluded the Sunday 
meeting by asking that 

God help his members accept the 
Bible Sabbath and remove any ob-
stacles. Several from Pastor Goba’s 
congregation have now expressed a 
desire to be baptized.

—by Michael Dant, Southern Adventist 
University

Come TimeHaRvesT

Kevin and Zach

Pastor Goba and Michael
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“How Beautiful are the Feet 
that Bring Good Tidings”

More than 600 ladies assembled 
to worship the Lord in Nosoca 
Pines this past Fall at the English  
and Hispanic women’s retreats 
held on October 12-14 and 19-21, 
respectively.  For those who at-
tend these retreats at Nosoca Pines 
Ranch, nothing quite compares! It 
truly fulfills the longing to refuel 
and get strengthened by His Spirit 
among women of faith.  

The ladies were reminded of their 
calling as they focused on the theme 

of “How Lovely are 
the Feet that Share the 
Good News,” taken 
from Romans 10:15.  

Elizabeth Talbot 
who has her doctorate 
in Biblical Stud-
ies, led the women 
in worship at the 
English retreat.  She 

provided great insight in the spiritual 
journey they took that weekend.  
Her website, Jesus101.com, which 
is strictly for delving into God’s 
word, has brought many to a clearer 
understanding of the narratives in 
the Bible.

“I’ve never had such clarity 
of the scriptures than this week-
end,” was one remark.  Her wis-
dom and encouragement helped 
the ladies realize that, through 
various degrees of training, 
God brings our lives full circle, 
sometimes in ways we cannot 
even fathom.  

While the women met, there 
was a teen track led by Marca 
Wilson, Elise Faber and her friend 
Lindsay from Savannah, GA.  
Although the 16 young women 
who participated were not great in 
number, they were able to con-
nect and share a wonderful, inspir-
ing and meaningful time together.  
Besides the lessons to be learned, 
pontoon and canoe rides, a trust 
walk and smores were in the order 
of the day.  As teenagers, these girls 
were able to share 
and glean hope 
and understanding 
for future choices 
while dealing with 
day-to-day issues.

At the Hispanic 
retreat the fol-
lowing weekend, 
guests speakers were Alejandra 
Casilla, Education Ministries 
director from Dominican Repub-
lic Union, and Maria Minaya who 
works for one of the missions also 
in Dominican Republic.  They 
presented very uplifting mes-
sages that encouraged our ladies to 
bring the Good News to those who 

are searching for good tidings in 
this troublesome world.  Sabbath 
afternoon they presented a drama 
depicting ladies who had wonderful 
experiences with our Lord Jesus: 
Mary Magdalene, the woman at the 
well, the lady with bleeding prob-
lems, etc.  They were so uplifting, 
they brought tears to many eyes.

The music was another delight.  
A group of ladies from Fayetteville 

Spanish church, led 
by Giselle Rodriguez,  
prepared a special 
theme song, special 
music and uplifting 
songs services that 
warmed every heart 
and prepared their 
souls for the spiritual 
banquet. 

Sabbath evening there were mas-
sages, haircuts, crafts and games. 
What could be better for a girls’ 
weekend away?

The two weekends were full of 
activities and spiritual renewal for 
the ladies who came to have an 
encounter with their Lord.

—by Debbie Rapp and Mary Romero



11

Carolina Action
issue 1, 2013



Carolina Action
issue 1, 2013

12

Where Does it Go?
Rick Russell, our Carolina 

Conference treasurer, was part 
of a panel at the recent Southern 
Union Conference Administra-
tive/Departmental Council.  He 
mentioned that over the last 10 
years, faithful, generous members 

have left the Carolina 
Conference 5.25 mil-
lion dollars at their 
demise.  Other sub-
stantial bequests have 
gone directly to local 
churches and other 
ministries throughout 
the Carolina Confer-
ence and beyond.

Over the last several years, there 
were a dozen churches in decline, 
many from needing to relocate.  
We challenged these churches 
to rebuild or relocate, setting 
aside one million dollars from 
testamentary gifts to help them.  

Most of these churches have been 
revitalized.

We have expanded NOSOCA 
Pines Ranch accommodations, 
also building several new sleep-
ing units.  A substantial amount of 
funds have gone for evangelism.  

The Carolina Conference re-
spects all requests for allocation, 
however unrestricted funds are 
appreciated as they allow greater 
flexibility to meet financial needs 
as they arise.

The Trust Services and Planned 
Giving department has averaged 
around 300 yearly interviews with 
individuals and families.

—by Ken Ford, Stewardship Director

Carolina Conference Publishing 
Team Wins Top Awards

Ron Davis (pictured above, 
center) publishing director for 
the Carolina Conference, proudly 
displays the awards given to the 
Conference for having the greatest 
percentage gain in literature sales 
(21%) and the highest number of 
baptisms in the Southern Union. 

The awards were part of the 

year-end publishing convention 
for the Southern Union Confer-
ence held in Pigeon Forge, TN, 
the weekend of January 4-6, 2013. 
Saturday evening they take the op-
portunity to award those who have 
outstanding achievements through-
out the year. 

Some of the credit for these 
Carolina Conference awards goes 
to literature evangelists Jabe and 

Pattie Morris (pictured far left) 
who were honored for being top 
in sales with a total of $82,764.64 
for the year, and Robert and 
Zulay Waggon, who had the most 
baptisms. Lance Morrison (not 
pictured) received the award for 
highest percentage of sales for a 
district leader.

—by Becky Carpenter

Baptisms in North Anderson
The members of the North 

Anderson church in Anderson, 
SC, and their pastor, Kevin Pires 
(center), are pleased to announce 
the addition of two new members. 
Major Pressley (right) had been at-
tending the John 
Earnhardt meet-
ings and Jimmie 
Dickson (left) 
had been attend-
ing church with 
the Wyatt family 
before making a 
decision to be baptized. The bap-
tism was held May 5, 2012. 

—by Elisha Fricks
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God’s Plan All Along
I had always dreamed of at-

tending Mount Pisgah Acad-
emy (MPA) where my mom 
graduated as a four-year senior 
in 1987. 

But in May of 2009 my 
dad was laid off.  He started 
his own company, but in this 
tough economy there were no 
guarantees. Without a perma-
nent job and regular salary 
how could we afford MPA?

My parents stepped out in 
faith and sent my application 
in.  We still questioned how 
God would make this possible.  
On the day I graduated from 
8th grade, my dad was offered 
a full-time job.  God answered 
our prayers!

Looking back I realize this 
was God’s plan all along.  The 
last three years my dad had 
traveled less and spent more 
time at home, giving us the 
chance to bond before I left 
for MPA. 

I cherish every moment at 
MPA and thank God for allow-
ing me to have an Adventist 
Christian education.  God had 
a plan for me and my family, 
and He has a plan for you, too! 

—by Abby King, Freshman at 
Mount Pisgah Academy

IPads for Education
This year at Mount Pisgah Acad-

emy we’ve had the opportunity to 
use iPads for our school work and 
textbooks.  Research shows that 
iPads provide students with new 
tools and resources for academic 
growth and achievement.  Last 
Spring, after examining the over-
whelming research, the staff and 
administration decided that starting 
an iPad program was an invest-
ment they should make for their 
students. The desire is to remain 
on the cutting edge of technology 
and education. Several elementary 
schools in the Carolina Conference 
have also started using iPads for 
their textbooks. 

iPads have been an exciting 
new addition to our school, and 
each student has a different view 
on them. Kayla Pelle, a junior 
from York, SC, says, “I love the 
iPads! They are super convenient. 
Everything you need is on them: 
textbooks, study tools, note taking 
apps—they are very handy!”  Aus-
tin Brackett, a junior from Kerner-
sville, NC, says, “I think the iPads 
are a big help, because last year 

I had to carry around about five 
textbooks, so it’s a lot lighter.” 

Beth Anderson, who teaches 
sophomore English said, “I love 
the iPads! It’s challenging me to 
learn some new things and I like 
that. The students type their assign-
ments and turn them in on eBack-
pack (online), and that way I don’t 
lose any papers. And I can see what 
work the kids have done.” 

There are many benefits to the 
iPads: note taking, highlighting, 
videoing and taking pictures. I 
even used the voice recorder to get 
quotes for this article. But there are 
some challenges. It’s tricky in the 
beginning learning how to turn in 
our assignments online, and some 
people just like paper better. Over-
all, though, I think the iPads have 
been a fantastic addition to our 
school! I really enjoy our textbooks 
being animated; it makes what 
we’re learning about come alive. 

It’s exciting to learn new ways 
to do things, and this is definitely 
something new!

—by Abby Andrews, Junior at Mount 
Pisgah Academy  

Abby (wearing hat) with her par-
ents and sister.
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Obituaries
frame, Robert R., 96, born Nov. 23, 

1915, in Tamworth, New South Wales, Aus-
tralia, died Nov. 5, 2012, in Hendersonville, 

NC.  Bob dedicated his 
life to God and the work of 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
church. Bob’s mother 
became an Adventist when 
her children were small.  
His mother wanted him to 
go to Avondale College. 

but they didn’t have the money. He enrolled 
there under a work study plan and at the age 
of 20, Bob completed his degrees in Busi-
ness Administration and Religion.  

In 1936 Bob spent a year as a colporteur 
and in 1937 began as a clerk in the treasury 
office of the South Pacific Division in Sydney. 
He boarded at the home of the Rudge family 
and became acquainted with Peggie Jean.  
In 1938 Bob was invited to be secretary-
treasurer of the Papua New Guinea Mission 
based in Port Moresby. Before accepting this 
position, he wooed Peggie Jean Watson to 
marry him. They were wed in the Wahroonga 
Sydney church on November 8, 1938. While 
working in Papua New Guinea their daughter 
Judy was born.

After three years in Papua New Guinea, 
war came to the South Pacific, and all 
women were evacuated by government 
order.  Three days later the men were asked 
to leave without the aid of government trans-
portation.  Bob and eight other missionaries 
escaped using a small mission boat. 

During the war Bob served as assistant 
treasurer in the South Pacific Division and 
when the war ended was asked to return to 
the Papua New Guinea Mission as presi-
dent.  The war had opened new territory and 
new peoples were to be confronted with the 
Gospel. This was the beginning of marvelous 
growth, and from a few hundred members 
in those days the membership is now over 
250,000.  

After two years, the health of Judy forced 
the family to return to Australia.  After 
returning to Sydney, Bob was elected to be 
Secretary-Treasurer of the newly formed 
Trans Tasman Union Conference, cover-
ing the eastern states of Australia and New 
Zealand.  He held this position from 1949 
to 1954.  Then he returned to the Division 
office as associate division secretary.  Peter 
Robert was added to the family at this time 

and Bob was ordained to the gospel ministry 
February 5, 1955.  At the 1962 General 
Conference Session in San Francisco when 
he was elected secretary of the South Pacific 
Division.  

After four years, Bob was elected to be an 
associate secretary of the General Confer-
ence.  His responsibilities included countries 
in Eastern Europe and West Africa, in addi-
tion to other world administrative duties.  

In 1970, Bob was elected president of the 
South Pacific Division.  This was the most 
challenging experience of his years of de-
nominational service.  Under his leadership 
the work of the Church expanded, including 
the growth of the Sanitarium Health Food 
Company, the largest supplier of breakfast 
cereal in Australia.  

After seven years, it was back to America, 
and Bob became president of the newly 
developed Adventist Media Center.  The 
General Conference was centralizing the 
radio and television ministries to one campus 
in Thousand Oaks, California.  As board 
chairman of each of the five ministries, it was 
a very uplifting experience for Bob. 

Following nine years at the Adventist 
Media Center, the family retired on Decem-
ber 31, 1985, and moved to Hendersonville, 
NC.  While living in North Carolina, they were 
active members of the Arden church.

futcher, Cyril, born June 25, 1913, 
in Southampton, England, died Oct. 22, 
2012, in Hendersonville, NC. Cyril was the 
second of four children born to Alfred and 

Emily Futcher. He started 
his career in the bookkeep-
ing office of Granose foods, 
and Adventist Health Food 
Company in Watford, Eng-
land. There he became ac-
quainted with Gladys Hyde, 
daughter of the general 

manager. Ten years later, after completing 
his undergraduate work at Newbold College 
in England and Emanuel Missionary College 
(now Andrews University) in the U.S., they 
married.  Cyril taught at Newbold College 
for 10 years after which they transferred to 
Carmel College in Western Australia, where 
Cyril taught for eight years. After a 6-month 
furlough in England, Cyril, Gladys and 
their three children moved to Washington, 
DC, where Cyril taught at Spencerville Jr. 
Academy and Columbia Union College (now 
Washington Adventist University). Gladys 

The Attorney Says...
WHY A WILL?

Seventy percent of adults do 
not have an estate plan.  The 
Carolina Conference offers 
to all of its members, free of 
charge, the preparation of an 
estate plan including a Will, 
Power of Attorney, and Living 
Will and Health Care Surro-
gate Designation form.  

Why do you need a Will?  
Because your Will allows 
YOU to be in charge of the 
disposition of your assets at 
your death.  If you have minor 
children, your Will allows 
YOU to appoint the person 
who will raise your children 
for you.  Your Will also ap-
points a person of YOUR 
CHOICE as the “personal 
representative” (formerly 
called “executor”) to collect 
your assets and distribute them 
according to the plan set out in 
your Will.  In short, your Will 
puts YOU in charge.

Without a Will, your assets 
are distributed according to 
the State’s Will, called “the 
rules of intestacy,” which may 
not coincide with your desires.  

For assistance with your 
estate plan, please call Balinda 
Graham at the Conference 
office (704-596-3200).
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was secretary in the ministerial department 
of the world headquarters of the Adventist 
church. In 1962, Cyril accepted the position 
of director of admissions and records at 
Southern Adventist University (then Southern 
Missionary College) at Collegedale, TN, and 
later became academic dean until his retire-
ment in 1984. Gladys also served Southern 
Adventist University as a secretary. In 1999, 
Cyril and Gladys moved to Fletcher Park Inn, 
a retirement community in Hendersonville, 
NC, and worshipped at the Fletcher church. 
Cyril was predeceased by Gladys, his wife, 
his parents and his siblings.  Survivors are a 
daughter, Carol; two sons, Anthony (Mary); 
Terence (Ruth); four grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren, as well as numerous 
nephews and nieces. 

mcIntyre, Gail Edward, 66, born May 
2, 1946, in Monmouth, IL., died Nov. 27, 
2012, in Flat Rock, NC. He was a computer 
numerical controlled (CNC) machine opera-
tor before his retirement. He was a member 
of the Fletcher, NC, church. Surviving are 
his wife, Linda McIntyre; three daughters, 
Gena McIntyre-Lee, Linora Sue McIntyre 
and Pamela Dawn Holbrook; one son, 
William Hyers; three siblings, Roger Haines 
McIntyre, Linda Kay Gearhart and Clifford 
Earl McIntyre; and five grandchildren.

martin, Ruth Etoile, 91, born August 2, 
1921, in Berrien County, MI, died Nov. 27, 
2012, near Spartanburg, SC. She served 
with her husband as a missionary in Thailand 
for ten years and supported him behind the 
scenes during the years he served as pastor 
and departmental secretary in the local, 
Union and General Conferences. Surviv-
ing with her husband, Wayne Martin, are a 
daughter, Judie Port; one son, Wayne Martin; 
four grandsons, Eric and Kris Martin, Corey 
and Chris Port; and four great-grandchildren.

sorrells, Ralph Gregory, 52, born Aug. 
2, 1960, in Waynesboro, VA, died Nov. 16, 
2012, in Charlotte, NC. He was the son of 
Mary Sorrells Rusgroves and the late Ralph 

L. Sorrells. When Greg 
was six the family moved 
to Lakeland, FL. When it 
was time for academy the 
family moved back to VA 
so Greg his sister, Crystal, 
could attend Shenandoah 
Valley Academy.   After 

graduating from SVA in 1978 Greg worked in 
the area saving his money so he could learn 
to snow ski.  He was a natural and became 

so good that he eventually worked at the 
ski resort. Greg was a dedicated husband, 
father, church deacon and friend. He was 
a member of the Charlotte, NC, Sharon 
church. He is survived by his loving wife of 
16 years, Rebecca Sorrells; two sons, Caleb 
Gregory Sorrells and Levi Joshua Sorrells; 
one daughter, Emma Grace Sorrells; his 
mother, Mary Sorrells Rusgroves; one sister, 
Crystal Sorrells Weidman (Michael); nieces, 
Erin Weidman Bernard (Josh) and Taylor 
Weidman.

thumwood, Mary Ella, 91, born July 
26, 1921 in Kilmarnock, VA, died Oct. 2, 
2012, in Asheville, NC. Mary Ella lived in 
New Market, VA, for 51 years, where she 
was very active in the church and academy, 
before moving to Hendersonville, NC, in 
2011. Mary Ella was a literature evange-
list for many years, and a member of the 
Fletcher, NC, church.  She was the daughter 
of the late Ruby and Wilber Davis and the 
wife of the late Pastor Frederick Ernest 
Thumwood, who died in 1976. She was also 
preceded in death by her sister, Margaret El-
liston, and her brother, Arthur Brooks Davis. 
Surviving are her son, Arthur F. Thumwood 
(Camy);  two grandchildren, Shannon Ivory 
and Kyle Thumwood; two great grandchil-
dren, Shaelyn and Keaton; and a number of 
nieces and nephews.

williams, Mary Elizabeth, 86, born 
Nov. 19, 1925, in New York, NY, died May 
25, 2012 in Mills River, NC. When she 
was six months old, the family moved to 
the island of St. Vincent where Mary spent 
her childhood. Her father died a short time 
thereafter, leaving his wife with four children 
to raise. As money got tighter, it was decided 
to adopt Mary out to a family friend, who was 
a teacher. Years later, after graduating with 
high honors, Mary moved to Barbados and 
obtained a job. She next moved to George-
town in British Guiana. While there, Mary 
became secretary to a well-known sugar 
chemist by the name of John “Jack” Wil-
liams. She stayed as his secretary for about 
five years, before moving to New York to be 
with family. Jack Williams realized his loss. 
He began writing letters to Mary, eventually 
proposing. The two married in 1952. In future 
years they had three sons. In 1970 Jack 
decided to retire to England with his family. 
Mary and Jack’s dream of spending retire-
ment together was short-lived; on May 15 
– ten days after arriving in England – he was 
killed in a car accident, leaving Mary alone 

For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference web site at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
February
Romance at the Ranch (Eng.)  ......... 8-10. NPR. 
Festival of the Laity  .............8-10. Lake Yale, FL.
Romance at the Ranch (Span.)  ..... 15-17. NPR.
March 
Int’l Women’s Day of Prayer  ............................2.
Community Service Federation  ...  9. High Point.
Pathfinder Work Bee/Campout  ...... 15-17. NPR.
Alive Youth Rally  ................ 22-24. Spartanburg. 

Speaker: Pastor Sam Leonor, pastor for La 
Sierra University campus. Admission is free. 
Learn more at www.alivesc.com. 

Women’s Ministries 
   Certification Workshop  ........ 22-23. Charlotte.
Children’s SS Workshop  .....................  24. TBD.
Elder’s Retreat  ............................... 29-30. NPR.
April 
Church Planting Rally .......6. Charlotte. Univ. Ch.
Adventurer Fun Day ...............................7. NPR.
ASI Spring Conference .......... 11-13. Dalton, GA.
Women’s Ministries  
   Spring Retreat ............ 19-21. Lake Junaluska.
Children’s SS Workshop ....................... 21. TBD.
MPA Music Festival .................................. 24-25.

in a new country to raise three boys. In 1973 
the four remaining Williams’ relocated to 
New Port Richey, Florida, to be near family. 
A brochure arrived in the mail in 1975, adver-
tising prophecy lectures at a local Adventist 
church. Mary and two of her sons attended. 
At the end of the series all three were 
baptized. Eventually the other son joined the 
church also. In 1986, Mary relocated to Hen-
dersonville, NC. She was an active member 
of the Mills River Church. She is survived by 
sons Michael (Connie) and Andrew (Cindy), 
plus several grandchildren. Her son David 
died earlier in 2012.

wessinger,  Julius Caesar “Jake”, 
born in Richland Co., SC, died Aug. 21, 
2012. He was the son of the late David Void 
and Sarah Murvelle Baughman Wessinger. 
He retired from Loxcreen and was a longtime 
crossing guard at B-L Elementary School. 
Surviving are his wife, Nelda Clamp Wess-
inger; brothers, Franklin D. Wessinger, and 
Harry W. Wessinger; sisters, Laura Senter-
feit, and Sara Elizabeth Wessinger. 
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AT YOUR ADVENTIST CHRISTIAN BOOK CENTER

IT’S ANew Year!

For more specials and events, scan 
this code to visit our website or “Like” 
us at Facebook.com/carolinaacbc.
Call us at 704-599-0699 or 
1-800-366-1844

AmAzing HeAlTH 
CookBook
Barbara Watson
$19.99

A TASTe of TrAvel
Nancy Lyon Kyte
$18.99

fAmily fAvoriTeS 
CookBook wiTH 
THe miCHeff 
SiSTerS
$17.99  $14.99 

give THem 
SomeTHing BeTTer
Sarah Frain
$24.99

nATurAl lifeSTyle 
Cooking
Ernestine Finley
$24.99

Receive a $5 shipping credit 
when ordering any cookbook 
through Feb. 28. One credit 
per customer. 

wHAT THe BiBle 
SAyS ABouT
Mark Finley
Also in Spanish
$29.99 $14.99

ConfliCT of THe 
AgeS (5 vol. SeT)
Ellen G. White
Also in Spanish
$79.99 $29.99

CondenSed 
ConfliCT of THe 
AgeS (5 vol. SeT)
Adapted by the Ellen 
White Estate
$34.99 $16.99

THe wAr of THe 
AgeS SerieS (5 
Book SeT)
Sally Pierson Dillon
Christian History and 
funamentals of faith 
for ages 10-14
$49.99 $19.99

end-Time Hope
Mark Finley
2013 Sharing Book
$1.99 $1.00

These prices are only available to Carolina 
Conference constituents. One per member 
(excluding End Time Hope, a sharing book). 

Keep those resolutIons! :: 
cooKbooKs to help you eat healthier and shed holiday pounds.

SpecialS 
for carolIna 

members! 
take advantage 

of these 
amazing deals!

40 days :: prayers and devotIons on earth’s 
fInal events — booK 4: $12.99  $8.99 thru march*

Jesus described the signs that 
would alert us to the nearness of 
His coming. The devotional studies 
in this book draw from these signs 
and other Bible prophecies to trace 
the events that will take place just 
prior to Jesus’ return. The readings 
also emphasize the essential elements 
of personal study of God’s Word, 
prayer, and understanding and experi-
encing the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

and righteousness by faith.
As do the previous 40 Days 

devotionals, this study encompasses 
a broader mission. It isn’t God’s plan 
for us to keep to ourselves the knowl-
edge of His Word. We are called to 
reach out to others with His love and 
share His promises so that they too 
may watch and be ready.

great for individual or group stud-
ies. *Buy 10 or more for $8.99 each.


