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  From the 
President’s Pen

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina Conference President

Remaining Forever 
Faithful 

A few weeks ago I returned from Os-
hkosh, Wisconsin, where approximately 
47,000 Pathfinders assembled together 
from around the world. Over 1,000 of 
those gathered were from the Carolina 
Conference. This global event was cen-
tered in the theme of “Forever Faithful” 
and highlighted scenes from the life of 
Daniel and his three companions during 
their Babylonian captivity.

During the closing challenge, James 
Black, youth director for the North 
American Division, shared a sobering 
statistic that in five years when the next 
Pathfinder Camporee takes place in 2019, 
almost 50% of those gathered together 
will have walked away from their faith. 
He dared them to defeat that statistic 
and urged them to remain faithful.  On 
November 19, 2013, the Adventist News 
Network stated that “The Adventist 
World Church, now with nearly 18 mil-
lion members, has lost 1 in 3 Seventh-
day Adventists in the last 50 years.

Ever since I was a child, I grew up 
singing the words of that song, “Dare to 
be a Daniel; dare to stand alone. dare 
to have a purpose firm; dare to make it 
known.”  At virtually every major meet-
ing that I’ve attended since I accepted 
God’s calling to serve as your servant-
leader, there has been a discussion about 
prayer and the critical issue of the high 
drop-out rate from within the church that 
is facing God’s remnant people. 

It is easy to get overwhelmed and 
discouraged with the enormity of the is-
sues before us and by the burden of those 
concerns. That is exactly what the enemy 
of mankind desires.

I realize that there are multiple solu-
tions out there. I also am quite aware 

that no single method will work in every 
situation to keep God’s people faithful 
through the prophesied time of shaking 
referenced on page 270 of Early Writ-
ings.  

As my Carolina family, may I share 
from my heart how we can remain 
forever faithful as we look forward to the 
soon return of our Savior.  It represents a 
very simple three-word summary of that 
beautiful little book Steps to Christ.  (1) 
Pray; (2) Study; (3) Share

Pray
Not much is said in Scripture about the 

life of Enoch, the seventh generation de-
scendant of Adam. However in four sim-
ple verses of Genesis 5 we find out how 
he was so faithful. Twice in those few 
verses we are reminded that he “walked 
with God.” At a time when there was no 
Bible or Spirit of Prophecy or any printed 
matter that could keep him close to God 
during a time of great wickedness on the 
earth, prayer was the breath of his soul. 
Let’s not just spend two or three minutes 
a day in prayer. Let us walk with God in 
prayer and spend some quality time with 
our Maker. Let it never be said by Jesus 
of any of us, “I never knew you.”

Study
In the book Evangelism, page 366, 

we as God’s people have been cautioned 
that “Many will depart from the faith and 
give heed to seducing spirits.”  I receive 
a rich blessing by reading my Bible and 
the precious inspired writings of Ellen 
White, God’s messenger to His end-time 
church.  Take the time to study your 
Sabbath School Lesson.  It is a wonderful 
way to focus on the topics of a specific 
Biblical theme that unites us as Seventh-
day Adventists. It is truly the church at 
study. These and many other wonderful 
spiritual resources will establish your 

faith in the truths that hold us together as 
a church family.

Share 
A most important factor that keeps us 

faithful is our involvement in sharing our 
faith. How do we share our faith? The 
distribution of GLOW tracts and books 
that we ourselves have read reinforces 
the Adventist message in our own minds. 
Get involved with teaching a Sabbath 
School class or sharing a testimonial at 
church. Go on a ShareHim adventure and 
experience the power of God in pro-
claiming His word. Not only will it reach 
others for God’s kingdom, but it will 
also transform your heart. Sharing is also 
about remembering God and His church 
by faithfully returning to Him His tithes 
and bringing our offerings for the various 
ministries that impacts the work of His 
church on earth. Acts 1:8 reminds us that 
when we have truly yielded our lives to 
the Holy Spirit, we will be His witnesses.

O brother, be faithful! Soon 
Jesus will come, 
For whom we have waited so long; 
O, soon we shall enter our glori-
ous home, 
And join in the conqueror’s song. 
O brother, be faithful! For why 
should we prove 
Unfaithful to Him who hath shown 
Such deep, such unbounded and 
infinite love— 
Who died to redeem us His own.

 —Uriah Smith

In HIS service,

Leslie D. Louis, your servant leader for 
the Lord
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Tri-City Christian Academy, an 
Adventist school that serves 
pre-K through 12th-grade 
students from across the 
North Carolina Triad, held a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
Sunday, August 24, for its 
new campus.

The school, located on Clinard 
Farms Road just outside High 
Point, has begun construction on 
a $6 million, 32,205-square foot 
facility on 14 acres next to its 
present location.

The school is operated by the Sev-
enth-day Adventist churches in High 
Point, Greensboro, Kernersville and 
Winston-Salem. “This project is being 
coordinated and financed and built 

by the four local congregations of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church,” said 
Bryan Hall, building committee chair-

man for the project. 
“We’re doing this 
is conjunction with 
the Carolina Con-
ference of Seventh-
day Adventists. It’s 
quite an investment 
and quite a stance 
that we’re taking 
on Christian educa-
tion. This is a facil-
ity that will serve 
kids for generations 
to come.”

The history of the school dates 
to the early 1880’s. It’s been at its 
present site since 1957, with the last 
addition completed in 1970. The new 
facility will include more than 10 

classrooms, a gymnasium, audito-
rium, media center and art, music and 
science labs. The campus will include 
athletic fields and a new playground. 
The project is expected to be finished 
by August 2015.

The contractor is Samet Corp. of 
Greensboro, and the architect is Pe-
terson/Gordon Architects of Winston-
Salem.

The existing facility will be 
demolished after the new campus is 
complete. 

—by Pat Kimbrough, Enterprise Staff 
Writer, Adapted with permission.
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(Left-Right): Chad Grundy, Undertreasurer, Caroli-
na Conference; Elder Gary Moyer, Vice President/
Secretariat, Carolina Conference; Mark Andrews, 
School Board Chairman, TCA; Bob Grant, Pastor, 
Winston-Salem Adventist Church; Lawrence  A $6 Million
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Serban, Pastor, High Point Adventist Church; 
Glen Garver, Pastor, Greensboro Adventist 
Church; Don Davis, Pastor, Kernersville Adventist 
Church; Elder Leslie Louis, President, Carolina 
Conference; Jim Ingersoll, Superintendent of 
Education, Southern Union Conference; Ed Eller, 
Finance Committee Chairman, TCA; Gary Rouse, 
Education Superintendent, Carolina Conference; 
Tim Kripps, Associate Education Superintendent, 
Carolina Conference; Peter Cousins, Principal, 
TCA; Hank Henning, Vice Chairman, Guilford 
County Board of Commissioners; Bryan Hall, 
Building Committee Chairman, TCA
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Bike for Life Team 
Reaches Oshkosh

On a beautiful Sunday morning on July 
27, a group of 11 cyclists left the Asheville 
North church for the start of a journey of 
14 days through seven states. There were 
seven teen riders and four adults. The 
youngest rider was 13, and the oldest was 
67. Three staff members in two vehicles 
followed for support, and for cooking and 
packing. At the end of the trip of 830 miles, 
they joined over 47,000 other Pathfind-
ers at the largest gathering of Adventists 
in North America at the International 
Pathfinder Camporee in Oshkosh, WI. 
They faced their biggest challenge on the 
first two days of the trip as they made their 
way through the Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky mountains with 7250 feet of 
climbing. On route to Oshkosh they were 
able to tour the historic Adventist Village 
in Battle Creek, and spend Sabbath at the 
Pioneer Church at Andrews University. 
They were met at their destination by a 
group of fans who welcomed them to the 
Camporee. Bike For Life is an ongoing 
teen bicycle ministry of the Carolina Path-
finder department. This was the third time 
that the members of the group have ridden 
to an Oshkosh Camporee. 

—Reprinted with permission from the 
Faith on Fire Camporee Newsletter

Oshkosh
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Oshkosh 2014 
Pathfinder Camporee—
The Experience

What an experience it was! On 
the highways to Oshkosh, WI, in 
August, Pathfinders from all over 
North America saw the anticipation 
begin to build as freeway rest stops 
became unexpected meet-ups for cars 
and vans pulling trailers packed with 
Pathfinder gear. Closer to Oshkosh, 
cars, buses and vans with the words 
“Oshkosh or Bust! 2014 Forever 
Faithful” painted on their windows 
became more and more visible at 
service stations and rest areas.  

Finally, a colorful tent city came 
into view that seemed miles long. 
Driving on the highway past the huge 
500-acre airport-turned-camporee 
campsite, excitement rose at the sight 
of nearly 44,000 North American 
Pathfinders, plus 2000 from 50 other 
countries, pitching their tents and 
preparing for a great spiritual bless-
ing. It was the Forever Faithful, 2014 
Pathfinder Camporee! 

The theme encouraged young 
people to be forever faithful, as was 
Daniel in the lion’s den.  To em-
phasize the point they brought in 
Gunter the lion for (caged) visits. 
Of the 500-pound African lion the 
event coordinator said, “Gunther is a 
reminder of how God is in control of 
His creation. We also want the Path-
finders to appreciate these wonderful 
creatures and do all they can to care 
for them and provide for their safety. 
We hope each Pathfinder will become 
a member of a zoo and learn more 
about God’s first book—creation.”

The program was so large that three 

huge airplane hangars were used to 
set up display booths where the Path-
finders could work on their honors 
and learn of about the world-wide 
work of their church.  On display 
was the official Pathfinder mission 
plane bearing the scratches and 
scrapes of real world service in the 
bush. The aircraft is designed to carry 
patients, teachers, medical workers, 
pastors, building materials, food, 
medicine and other supplies.

Granted, there were rain storms, 
muddy streets and long lines to get 
into the showers. But Stanley Knight, 
the Carolina Conference’s indomita-
bly-cheerful Pathfinder leader, made 
the point that the bad weather was 
of little consequence when com-
pared to the spiritual and educational 
experience of which the Carolina 
Conference had an important part. He 
rejoices that four baptisms were from 
the Carolinas.

Five years ago Starling Eargle, a 
member of the West Columbia, SC, 
church, was baptized at the 2009 Os-
hkosh Pathfinder Camporee. She says 
“Oshkosh was an awesome experi-
ence! I met Seventh-day Adventist 
kids from all over the world. It 
helped me to realize that I was part 
of a very large worldwide family. 
The Oshkosh Pathfinder experi-
ence also put a burning desire 
in my heart to serve God and 
tell others about Jesus. That’s 
why I’m attending Southern 
Adventist University. I want 
to serve the Lord as a mission-
ary.”

Over 1000 young people 
from the Carolinas attended 
this camporee. Knight spoke 
highly of the Hickory, NC, 

Pathfinders who provided a large ex-
hibit called Pioneer Village. Dressed 
in traditional clothing, the club 
members provided hands-on dem-
onstrations of log sawing (with an 
authentic two-person crosscut saw), 
butter churning, quilting, and even ax 
throwing—to name a few.  

Reflecting on the event that 
saw 600 young people baptized, a 
statement from Center for Youth 
Evangelism summed up the week: 
“Thank you for being part of the most 
exciting youth event in the world! We 
hope the 2014 Forever Faithful In-
ternational Pathfinder Camporee was 
an opportunity of a lifetime that has 
strengthened your relationship with 
God. We look forward to seeing you 
at the next camporee, or in heaven, 
whichever comes first.”

—by Marvin Hunt

Excitement rose at the sight of 
nearly 44,000 North American 
Pathfinders, plus 2000 from 
50 other countries, pitching 
their tents and preparing for a 
great spiritual blessing. 
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A Healing Power
Every day as literature evangelists, 

we have the wonderful opportunity 
to tell people about our Creator and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. These experi-
ences are life changing not only for 
those we meet but for the literature 
evangelist, too.

One evening, my district 
leader, Louise Venables 
and I were running leads in 
Lexington, SC. We came to 
the home of Harry and his 
wife, who are both in their 
80’s. Harry had been in a 
doctor’s office and read one 
of our sample health books. 
He was seeing many doctors 
for many different health 
problems.

 “All my doctor’s prescribe differ-
ent medications. I’m taking 17 pills 

a day. We are starting to wonder if a 
lot of my problems are from the side 
effects from so many medications!”

We opened the set of books Harry 
was interested in, called The Ency-
clopedia of Foods and Their Healing 
Power. We showed them how what 
we eat has a major impact on our 

health, and how different 
foods were recommended 
to decrease certain diseases. 
He looked at us in disbelief. 
“How can this be true? I’ve 
never heard of this!” Then 
we shared about our Great 
Physician, Jesus, and how He 
would help them and bless 
their efforts. 

“Where were you 20 years 
ago?,” they said. “This would have 
saved our health!”

As literature evangelists we meet 
people like Harry and his wife every 

day, people prepared by the Holy 
Spirit to hear the truth from the Word 
of God. 

Then Harry asked, “So what hap-
pens now? We buy the books and 
you just leave us to figure this out on 
our own? Is there a place or a church 
where we can go to learn more?” 

“Absolutely!,” we said.
We partnered with a local Adventist 

church, and now Harry and his wife 
are connected to a wonderful Adven-
tist couple—one a medical doctor, 
the other with a doctorate in nursing!  
These fellow laborers in the Lord’s 
field will help Harry and his wife in 
their walk to better health and a closer 
relationship to Jesus Christ. 

I love this job!
—by Ben Vinson, a litera-

ture evangelist in the Carolina 
Conference.

I Was Part of a Miracle 
in Kenya
ShareHim Feature

I was standing on a stage in Chera 
in front of 350 Kenyans, shaking 
terribly. I was more terri-
fied than I had ever been 
before. My voice was 
weak, and the audience 
expected everything else 
about me to be weak as 
well. I was not a man, as 
they were used to, and I 
had never preached before 
in my life. I was a young 
girl of 14 in a foreign 
country. Seemingly noth-
ing qualified me to be the 
main speaker in a series 
of evangelistic meet-
ings, except for the fact that God had 
called me. I clung desperately to that 
knowledge, prayed for His strength, 
and continued.

In fact, we all did. Our group 
consisted of mostly teenagers and a 
few parents from the Kailua Adventist 
Church in Hawaii. When the local 
pastors and elders first met us, they 
admitted to feeling strong apprehen-
sion. And yet we all plunged ahead, 

trusting that the Lord would fill in 
what we lacked. Pastor Rob Lloyd 
had organized this ShareHim trip 
most likely knowing the odds, and 
if he could continue in faith, then so 
could we.

The devil fought hard against us: 
technical issues, fatigue, 
scorn and criticism and 
sickness. But the Lord 
was stronger. One night I 
was sitting on the ground 
after my sermon, ex-
hausted. My translator 
said to me, “You are tired, 
Annika.”

I smiled. “Yes.”
“It’s okay. You are do-

ing the Lord’s work.”
I took that to heart and 

every night, despite each 
of our eight sites’ dif-

ficulties, the top floor of the Godka 
Hotel was alive with our chatter and 
renewed energy because of what the 
Lord was doing for us.

The dedication of the people of the 
local Adventist church near my site 
was so inspiring. Many of the mem-
bers were present at every meeting, 
even if they had to walk miles each 
way to attend. They all sacrificed time 
and energy to help in any way that 

they could. Before I even arrived they 
were going door to door and studying 
with the people of Chera, prepar-
ing them. When I asked about it, I 
received this answer: “It’s not hard. 
It’s not hard. We are doing the Lord’s 
work. It’s not hard.” That is the mind-
set of the church. The sacrifices they 
have to make are not hard, for nothing 
is too much compared to what Christ 
did for us. How much better would 
churches back home be if this was our 
mindset, too?

Over two weeks and 18 sermons 
later, everyone from each site 
gathered in one place to witness 118 
baptisms, with a large number of 
others still on the road to baptism. 
Around forty people from my site 
were baptized, and more than twenty 
others were taking Discover lessons. 
Chera was also one of the two sites 
where a new church was planted and 
continues to grow.

Our whole group on this ShareHim 
mission defied all expectations and 
doubts. God deliberately used us, 
young and inexperienced, and made 
us strong through His power. He used 
us for something great; we were part 
of a miracle, and it will forever be 
etched upon each of our lives.

— by Annika Northrop
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OR SCAN CODE:

Carolina
On Our Way to a 
Million!
Carolina’s Evangelism 
Challenge for 2014

By God’s amazing providence 
we have now reached slightly over 
$500,000 for evangelism in the Caro-
lina Conference. Let’s join together 
as a family in praying about what we 
can sacrificially bring to Him to reach 
precious hearts for Heaven in the 
Carolinas this year. Remember that 
our goal is $1,000,000 – and praise 

the Lord – we are now halfway there. 
Public evangelism and discipleship is 
the primary mode by which we lead 
and nurture the lives of people in their 
walk with Jesus. Every true Seventh-

day Adventist believes that the 
coming of Jesus is only a heartbeat 
and blink of an eye away from us. 
Therefore, evangelism is of the high-
est priority. The knowledge of Christ 
and an abiding faith in Him is the de-
ciding factor for eternity, and all other 
ministry proceeds from its fruit. If 
you have not brought your “sacrifice 
to the altar” this year, now is the time 
to pray earnestly and make your com-
mitment to the Lord for evangelism 
– the most powerful means through 
which the Holy Spirit continues to 
bless the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in proclaiming God’s end-

time message. Capital 
One uses their slogan of 
“What’s in your wal-
let?” Why not ask Jesus 
to open your wallet to 
reach a heart for Heaven 
in 2014. To find out the 
various ways of Gener-
ous Living to make your 
commitment—whether 
small or large as God 
has blessed you—make 
that decision today by 
going to our website at 
www.carolinasda.org.  
You may also go to your 

church’s online giving site and make 
your monthly or annual gift to Caro-
lina Evangelism (formerly known as 
Carolina Breakthrough).

—by Leslie Louis

Calling All

!
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In 2008, Elizabeth City church 
members and Outer Banks resi-
dents Tomek and April Pakula 

and Chuck and Jeanette Gillard felt a 
real need for a local place to worship 
with their young families. They also 
wanted a place to invite interested 
friends who would never make the 
long drive from the Outer Banks to 
Elizabeth City—an hour and a half 
drive away (three hours during the 
summer tourist traffic). 

The Pakulas, the Gillards and a few 
others started meeting for church in 
each other’s homes. Then a conversa-
tion at the gym with a local Methodist 
pastor led to an offer to hold services 
in the Methodist church rent-free. 

With support from the Elizabeth 
City church, Elder Tomek Pakula 
has led the new church plant through 
many joys and trials in the years 
since. Their greatest challenge is 
maintaining a core group in an area 
where jobs are scarce and the cost 
of living is high. As word spreads, 
an increasing number of vacationers 
join them and find the little group a 
welcome oasis on the beach. 

Most residents of the Outer Banks 
had never heard of Seventh-day 

Adventists until the Pakula’s daugh-
ter, Isabella, endured a health crisis in 
2011. Almost every local church was 
praying for her, and rejoiced with the 
family over her miraculous healing 
at Lake Junaluska camp meeting in 
2012. Isabella shared her 
testimony and sang at 
several of these churches 
after her healing and the 
warm and enthusiastic 
response was overwhelm-
ing.

Now 14 years old, 
Isabella continues to use 
her testimony and gift of 
singing in ministry. Many 
walls of prejudice and re-
sistance to an unfamiliar 
faith have been broken 
down through her experi-
ence. The Pakulas share 
Isabella’s story along 
with Amazing Facts Bible studies on 
their website, mosthonestman.com.

The Outer Banks Group has found 

friendship evangelism to be the 
most vital tool in reaching people, 
with members of all ages actively 
involved. A friendship that started 
between the children of the youth 
education director for the local Catho-

lic Church and the Pakula 
children led to a growing 
friendship between their 
parents, eventually leading 
to Bible studies. Watching 
the director’s relationship 
with God blossom over 
the following months was 
a joy, and the Church was 
so blessed to welcome her 
through baptism last No-
vember.  

The harvest field of honest 
truth-seekers on the Outer 
Banks is ripe. Members pray 
for others to join them in 
service and praise God for 

the work He is doing through their 
humble efforts.

—by April Pakula

A PLACE OF MIRACLES
OUTER BANKS CHURCH
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And the Ink Did 
Not Run Dry

When the tiny HP printer in the East 
Cuban Conference office was on its last 
ink cartridge, the office staff didn’t know 
what to do. 

“We use this printer to print 
thousands of flyers that carry out 
messages of hope and salvation 
to people that receive them,” 
Ruth Delgado, wife of East Cu-
ban Conference President Eber 
Delgado, explained. “They go to 
prisons, schools, to places where 
our presence is impossible, so we 
need to have the ink available for 
this ministry.” 

In February of this year Leslie 
Louis, president of the Carolina Confer-
ence, was in Holguin, Cuba, for a series 
of evangelistic meetings. After nearly 
three weeks, his group was blessed with 
364 decisions for baptism. As Elder Louis 
was preparing to leave, several women 
from the office approached him.

 “The ink cartridges there were very 
expensive, so they had been trying to get 

[some] from the United States,” Elder 
Louis recalled. “But it always has to be 
brought in by somebody that’s traveling 
to Cuba, because of the embargo. [The 
ladies] were concerned because they were 
on their last ink cartridge. So they asked, 

‘When you get back to the States, could 
you help us get some ink cartridges?’”

Of course Elder Louis was more than 
happy to oblige. As soon as the mission 
group got home they decided to send 
a whole box of ink cartridges to Cuba. 
As it turned out, Elder Louis’s Spanish 
translator, Pastor Ray Frometa, had just 

been asked to come to the United States 
to speak at a church in Pennsylvania and 
could take the cartridges back with him. 
Thrilled at this answer to prayer, Elder 
Louis mailed the ink cartridges to Pastor 
Frometa.

For four months the ladies 
waited for more ink to arrive. 
Each time they printed flyers, 
the office staff would gather 
around the printer and pray that 
the ink cartridge would last.

Delgado said, “When Pastor 
Ray came and told me that we 
have brand new ink, my heart 
was full of excitement . . . That 
same day we had [tried] to 
print some papers, but it didn’t 
print anything.”

From February to June the 
Lord blessed that little HP printer with 
a constant flow of ink, right up until the 
moment that they could replace it.

“It reminds me of that passage of scrip-
ture,” Elder Louis said. “’Before they call 
I will answer.’”

—by Aimee Garver

Southern Women 
On a Mission

Yes, nine women on a mission trip 
without husbands. The spouses of admin-
istrators from the Southern Union Confer-
ences were invited to go on a mission of 
goodwill and meet the pastor’s wives and 
women of the Guam Mission Conference, 
located in the Micronesian Islands.

Because it would be a first to travel 
overseas without Leslie, initially I 
declined the invitation. But one morning 
while reading the Bible I felt impressed 
that God was telling me, “Go, and I will 
be with you.” 

Our original medical mission plans 
were altered due to a great need for volun-
teers to paint a large classroom at Guam 
Adventist Academy. The ladies—Denise 
Robinson, Bobbie Millburn, Phyllis 
Eisele, Jill Edmond, Raquel Morel, Eula 
Winston, and Bonnie Davidson—were of 
all ages, from different backgrounds, but 
we bonded together as Christian sisters.  

While in Guam we visited the Ad-
ventist World Radio station where the 
gospel is being broadcast in 29 different 

languages. We also visited the church 
headquarters, where Yolanda Smith pre-
sented a check from the Southern Union 
to the mission president, Louis Torres, 
for a much-needed boat. This boat will be 
used to reach other Adventist believers on 
the surrounding islands. 

We also visited Happy Family, an 
Adventist congregation that meets in 
the jungle. Their church consists of two 
structures, each with a concrete floor, 
four poles and a thatched roof. Leis were 
placed around our necks as the hopes and 
dreams of this 
little church fam-
ily were shared 
with us.

On Sab-
bath morn-
ing Bonnie 
Davidson and 
Jill Edmond 
presented 
devotional 
messages at 
two different 
churches. The fellowship, singing, and 
praying with people who love the Lord, 
irrespective of our linguistic or ethnic 

backgrounds, was truly a blessing to my 
heart.

On our trip back we had a layover 
in Tokyo, Japan, so we had 20 copies 
of Steps to Christ and 900 Glow Tracts 
in Japanese delivered to our hotel. With a 
bow and the Japanese greeting “konich-
iwa,” we handed out these tracts in 
restaurants, subway stations, the airport, 
and our hotel. We pray these seeds sown 
will bring a great harvest in Japan for our 
Savior.

I am home now with my beloved 
husband and fond mem-
ories of God’s people 
around the world. I 
smile in reflection as 
I pray for our global 
family of Adventist 
believers. I long for the 
day when we will all be 
united in our Heavenly 
home.  Even so, Come 
Lord Jesus.

—by Carole Louis, 
Director, Carolina Minis-
terial Spouses Association

Note: Jennifer DeFluiter is the extra person 
in the picture of the painting crew. She is one 
of the teachers at Guam Adventist Academy.
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The Lord Restored 
Everything to Him
The Patrick Williford story

When Patrick Williford was 
young he knew there was a God but 
he didn’t care. Successful in both 
military and civilian jobs, Williford 
thought there was nothing he couldn’t 
do. He lived in the world and he lived 
in the world hard.

“There came a time when I turned 
my back on God and made sure that 
He knew I didn’t want any part of 
that life. That led me down a really 
bad road, to where I lost everything,” 
Williford said. 

Williford’s life choices separated 
him from his family. As time went 
on—just like the prodigal son—he 
lost his friends, his home and his 
income. An Army veteran, in 2012 
he was headed to the VA to enter a 
homeless program when he felt like 
he just couldn’t do it anymore. He 
pulled over to the side of the road and 
began to pray.

“I said ‘God I’m not gonna go any 
further unless you tell me what to do. 
You’ve given me so many talents... I 
want you to tell me where to go and 
what to do,’” Williford said.

Williford began to list all the things 
he was good at. When he tongued the 
word ‘ministry’ it was like a surge of 
peace flowed over him. He knew that 
was what he was meant to do. Being 
retired military, Williford said crying 
isn’t something you do, but in that 

moment he cried like he’d never cried 
before. 

“It was complete surrender and it 
was awesome,” Williford said.

God had answered and Williford’s 
slow, steady relationship with Christ 
began. He hadn’t yet entered the 
homeless program but God took care 
of him and he always had food and 
shelter.

“The Lord kept giving as I kept 
surrendering,” Williford said. “It was 
a learning process. I had to learn to 
trust him.”

Williford began traveling to dif-
ferent churches to share the simple 
message that ‘God loves you.’ The 
churches would often provide him 
with food and housing, and he had 
many divine appointments where 
he was able to help others see a 
clearer picture of God. At one point, 
however, a church he visited was so 
unfriendly that he left and started 
driving. As he neared the parking lot 
of the Monroe Adventist church his 
truck choked like it was out of gas 
and stopped running—even though 
he had a quarter tank of fuel left. Wil-
liford rolled into a parking space and 

went inside.
As Williford entered the church 

he said he had the appearance of an 
inner-city gang member: shaved head, 
piercings all over his face and in his 
tongue and tattoos on his arms and 
legs. Regardless of his appearance, 
however, the Monroe church envel-
oped Williford with love.

“I walk in the door and it was the 
most overwhelming feeling of ‘We’re 
glad you made it,’” Williford said. 
“The acted like they’d been waiting 
on me to get there all morning.” 

After the service, one of the 
members offered to buy Williford 
gas for his truck, but as soon as 
he cranked the vehicle it started 
with no problem. Williford knew 
God had brought him to the 
Monroe church for a reason. He 
was home, and that was when 
God began to give everything 
back. Williford got as involved in 
church as he could, doing Bible 
studies, running the audio/visual 
and eventually becoming an as-
sistant ministry coordinator.

He made new friends who were 
better than his old ones and was 

in the VA homeless program for only 
as long as he needed it. After com-
pleting Bible studies Williford was 
baptized into the Monroe church in 
2013. He met Christin and they were 
married in March of 2014; between 
them they have four children. God 
healed his relationship with his par-
ents to the level where his father even 
co-signed on the couple’s home. Just 
like Job, everything Williford lost 
he regained more than before. Now 
Williford is completing his bachelors 
in religion and plans to master in 
secondary education and teach high 
school religion classes. 

Williford said anyone who had 
known him before that night on the 
way to the VA would never have 
believed that one day he would be 
sitting in a class teaching Steps to 
Christ. But that is where Williford is, 
and even though he and his family 
live in Lancaster, SC, they still drive 
to Monroe every Sabbath to attend 
church. Williford said if there was 
one thing he would say in relation to 
his story it would be “Praise the Lord 
and thank you.” 

—by Anna Bartlett
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The Difference of One
Les Leicht and the 
Greenville Ark

Les Leicht, member of the Green-
ville North Church, found himself at 
a fork in the road of life. His chil-
dren were grown and he was alone. 
Wondering what difference he could 
make, he decided to invest himself in 
the church, especially the children. 

He started by offering to hold 
crying babies and soon became “Mr. 
Les” to many of the small children. 
Organizing work bees for the school, 
painting the school playground and 
holding yard sales were some of his 
projects. When the Pathfinders go 
camping, Les is there with a trailer to 
tow gear and a fire bowl for roasting 
marshmallows. 

“When I think of Les, dedication 
comes to mind. He gives 110% to ev-
erything he does,” said Heidi Zinke, 
Pathfinder director of the Greenville 
North club. “Not only does he know 
how to get the job done, he does some 
really artistic projects. We get value 
and quality when he is on the job.” 

Last year someone on the nominat-
ing committee told Les that everyone 
they’d asked had declined to teach the 
Beginners Sabbath school class. 

“You haven’t asked me,” Les said. 
And so he became the Beginners Sab-
bath school teacher. 

Handy with tools, Les designed 
and built an amazing ark with many 
windows for the children in his class. 
While collecting the toy animals, 

people asked why he 
needed seven of the 
same toy animal. He 
was able to explain 
about the clean and 
unclean animals 
and how the clean 
animals went in by 
sevens. 

Children love to 
come to church and 
learn about Jesus in Mr. Les’ class.

 “He has become more than a Sab-
bath school teacher for my daugh-
ters,” Irina Randriamiadann said. 
“When I ask [my daughters] Fitia and 
Mia to pray for our family, Mr Les’ 
name comes up quite often. We only 
speak French and Malagasy to our 
daughters, so when Mia said her very 
first sentence in English “THANK 
YOU JESUS!” I knew for sure that I 

owed that 
beautiful 
moment 
to the amazing job that Mr. Les does 
during Sabbath school.” 

When you wonder what differ-
ence just one person can make, ask 
the children at the Greenville North 
church. They will tell you, “We love 
Mr. Les.”

—by Judy Bartlett

A thrilling Bible Camp was 
held at Tryon Church the week 
of June 16. 

This was no ordinary event.  The 
camp started at 9:30 am and ended at 

2:30 pm each day Mon. - Fri.  Some-
how the word really got out; perhaps 
prayers and going door-to-door had 
something to do with that?  They av-
eraged 75 children in attendance with 
14 teenage helpers.  The majority of 
children were from the community.

The theme was “Amazing Ad-
ventures,” a program for children 
designed by Amazing Facts. Each 
morning and afternoon Pastor Doug 
Bachelor (via DVD) shared Bible 
truths in simple form along with great 
illustrations to helped record God’s 
Word in their minds.  

With a jungle theme, the Camp also 
featured two naturalists during the 

week who brought with them some 
exotic animals ranging from an albino 
python to a spade-footed toad to a 
huge tortoise and iguana.  

The big finale was the bestowal of 
beautiful illustrated children’s Bibles.  
The last day everyone was surprised 
to go outside and find the local fire 
department showing off their big red 
trucks.  Before they knew it, the kids 
were getting sprayed by the fire hoses 
– what a surprise!  

Thanks to Tony Kim, Chrisy Witt, 
Sarah Rowe and a whole team of 
workers. God made this all happen to 
His glory.”

 —by Bev Cook
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GENEROUS

All of me 
in response to 
all of Him

To learn more about 
Generous Living, scan 
this code or go to  
www.carolinasda.org.

Treasure:  
Here or There?

“Stop collecting treasures for your 
own benefit on earth, where moth and 
rust eat them and where thieves break 
in and steal them.  Instead, collect 
treasures for yourselves in heaven, 
where moth and rust don’t eat them 
and where thieves don’t break in and 
steal them.   Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.”  Mat-
thew 6:19-21 CEB.

Jesus wasn’t against wealth.  In 
fact, He knew that money could be a 
great blessing to families and to the 
church.  So when Jesus warns us not to 
store up treasure on this earth, it’s not 
because money in itself is bad.  The 
warning comes because He knew these 
treasures wouldn’t last.  His counsel is 
wise, not just because wealth might be 
lost; it’s because wealth will always be 
lost.  Either it leaves us while we live, 
or we leave it when we die.  There are 
no exceptions!

In his book The Treasure Principle, 
page 14, Randy Alcorn shares this il-
lustration:

“Imagine you’re alive near the end 
of the Civil War.  You’re living in the 
South, but you are a Northerner.  You 
plan to move home as soon as the war 
is over.  While in the South you’ve ac-
cumulated lots of Confederate curren-
cy.  Now, suppose you know for a fact 
that the North is going to win the war 
and the end is imminent.  What will 

you do with your Confederate money?
If you’re smart, there’s only one 

answer.  You should immediately cash 
in your Confederate currency for U.S. 
currency—the only money that will 
have value once the war is over.  Keep 
only enough Confederate currency to 
meet your short term needs.

As a Christian, you have inside 
knowledge of an eventual worldwide 
upheaval caused by Christ’s return.  
This is the ultimate insider trading 
tip:  Earth’s currency will become 
worthless when Christ returns—or 
when you die, whichever comes first.  
(And either event could happen at any 
time).”*

Yes, it’s important to plan for your 
family’s needs for our time on this 
earth.  This is good stewardship.  But 
scripture keeps reminding us that, with 
the perspective of eternity, these needs 
are for the short term.  And as Jesus 
implies, this is not just about money, 
it’s about our heart.  He knew that 
my heart will always go where I put 
God’s money.  An investment in God’s 
kingdom is the only sure thing for the 
long run.  

—Richard Russell, Carolina Conference 
Vice-President for Finance/Treasury

*The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn, 
2001, Published by Multnomah Books.

A Rose that 
Continues to 
Bloom

Like the rose of Sharon in 
Song of Solomon 2:1, 

June Rose 
Watkins, a 
longtime 
member of 
Durham-Five 
Oaks Adven-
tist Church, 
impacted 
everyone she 

met. She had a pleasant inner 
beauty and a loving fragrance 
of genuine care.  Rose never 
met a stranger: many have 
testified how she helped them 
during difficult times.

Rose never married and had 
no children.  She recognized 
estate planning documents were 
necessary to effectively distrib-
ute her estate after life.  Rose 
chose the Carolina Conference 
as her Trustee, placing most of 
her estate in trust so that God’s 
work would continue to bloom 
after her death.

For help in effectively 
distributing your estate, 
contact the Carolina 
Conference Planned 
Giving and Trust Services 
Department today!
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Remembering the 
Sabbath
Juanita Locklear recently 
joined the Lumber River 
Adventist church, but her 
testimony began when she 
was a child.

“My parents were never into 
church; I actually never knew what 
the inside of a church looked like 
until I was grown,” she explained. 

However, Locklear encountered 
the truth about the Sabbath at an 
early age. A man known as Mister 
Dave handed out Bibles at Locklear’s 
school when she was around 11 or 
12. She started reading and found the 
fourth commandment. 

“It said ‘remember the 
seventh day and keep it holy,’” 
Locklear recalled. “When I 
looked on my calendar Satur-
day was the seventh day, but I 
didn’t know anybody that went 
to church on Saturday.”

Locklear’s family often 
drove past the Lumber River 
Adventist church. 

“I would always… say 
‘that’s the church that the 
Bible talks about, because 
it says seventh 
day.’”  

Her father 
would scold 
her whenever 
she would wash 
dishes or do 
other chores on 
Sunday. Lock-
lear told him, 
“You know, the 
Bible doesn’t 
say Sunday is a day of worship.”

In 2000 Locklear’s first cousin, 
now Lay Pastor Scottie Deal, was just 
discovering the Sabbath message. He 
confided in her, but she didn’t tell him 
that she had already been struggling 
with the idea of the Sabbath. Pastor 
Deal couldn’t hide his amazement as 
he recounted the story, “She knew all 
these years and I didn’t even know 
she knew!”

After years of struggling, Locklear 
rededicated her life to God on August 

5, 2013. 
“I prayed ‘Lord, I know what your 

word says, but I need you to give me 
a sign,’” Locklear said. 

The next Sunday she went to 
church and the sermon was on Acts 
17:2 where it says Paul preached 
three Sabbath days. The preacher said 
Paul actually preached on three Sun-
days. Hearing the preacher contradict 
the Bible was the sign Locklear asked 
for. Immediately after the service 
she called Pastor Deal and said she 
wanted to attend his church. 

A few months later on November 9, 
2013, Locklear was baptized into the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. She 
had been out of work for some time, 
but after baptism she was offered 
multiple jobs that would require her 

to work on Saturday. 
Locklear stuck to her 
convictions about not 
working on Sabbath 
and turned them all 
down. 

In May of this year 
Locklear was offered a job as an of-
fice manager at a home health agency. 

“It’s a blessing because I’m off [at] 
1 o’clock every Friday so I can pre-
pare for Sabbath,” Locklear said.

Locklear has already been influen-
tial in bringing another woman into 
the church. In November of last year 
Sherry Lynn Brooks started following 
posts about the Sabbath that Locklear 
shared on Facebook. 

“[Juanita] lived in my community,” 
Brooks explained, “but I didn’t know 
her personally. It was almost like her 

posts were meant for me.”
Brooks’ story began on October 31, 

2013. 
“I was depressed; there was some-

thing missing in my life and I just 
could not be happy,” Brooks said. 
“Probably around 11:45, 12 o’clock 
that night I started praying, and I ac-
cepted Jesus into my life. I had [been 
a Christian before] but it was differ-
ent. This time it felt genuine, it felt 
real.”

Brooks’ family was excited and 
expected her to join them in church 
that Sunday. When Sunday came she 
didn’t want to go. 

“I was questioning myself, ‘why 
do I not want to go celebrate with my 
family?’ I was raised to go to church 
on Sunday, but there was something I 

just couldn’t under-
stand [about it].”

Brooks and Lock-
lear became closer 
friends on Face-
book and Locklear 
invited Brooks to 
come to the Lumber 
River Seventh-day 
Adventist church. 
Brooks described 
her experience: “I 
went alone, and as 
soon as I walked in 
there was a differ-
ent feeling. It’s hard 
for me to explain. 
When I went home I 
knew that that’s the 

feeling I felt when I accepted Jesus 
into my heart. That’s where I need to 
be—in the Adventist church.”

From November 2013 to the pres-
ent Brooks has attended the Lumber 
River church, and believes that she 
has learned more in the last few 
months than all her years of attending 
a Sunday-keeping church. 

“This teaching, the doctrine, it is 
straight from the Bible,” Brooks said. 
“When I came to the truth of the Sab-
bath it was like a light. I understand 
the Bible now more than I ever have 
before.”

Brooks plans to be baptized soon, 
and she and Locklear are still friends. 
They are thrilled about what the Lord 
is doing in their lives and at the Lum-
ber River Church. 

—by Aimee Garver
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FOR MORE SPECIALS AND 
EVENTS, scan this code to 
visit our website or “Like” us at 
Facebook.com/carolinaacbc. 

(704) 599-0699 
2701 EAST W.T. HARRIS BLVD. 

CHARLOTTE, NC 28213

Bookmobile hours 
and other information 
are on our website: 
www.carolinasda.org/ACBC

We’re on FACEBOOK!
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Like our page for specials and updates.

Get a spiritual boost each day. For all ages...On sale now!

Advent Heritage Series
by Richard Garey

EXPAND YOUR OUTREACH
Bring a Heritage Stage Production

to your Community

For more information
call 573.231.0021

or visit us online at:
www.heritagestage.com

Adventist Heritage Weekends
Church Services
Weeks of Prayer

Fund Raisers
Evangelistic Outreach

Conventions and Special 
Meetings

Youth Meetings

Garey recreates the rich 
spiritual lives and experiences 

of four faith giants, and his 
powerful performances are 
acclaimed by Christians and 

non-Christians alike.

TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR OCTOBER, 2015

Mexican Fiesta at 
Blythewood

On August 3rd, 2014, almost 40 
people attended a Mexican fiesta hosted 
by the women’s ministries of the Bly-
thewood church.  

Faride Jalube, 
Women’s Minis-
tries Leader, or-
ganized the fund 
raiser so each 
woman could at-
tend the Carolina 
women’s retreat.   
The festivities 
began with a rich 
banquet of food.  
Some of the 

mouth-watering delights were enchila-
das, veggie quesadillas, taco salad, black 
bean tortilla soup and tamales.  Pastor 
Charlie Young, who is trained as a chef, 
created a unique blueberry and apple 
tamale dessert.  

The ladies also baked homemade 
breads and desserts that were for sale 
along with beautiful crafts.  Later, guests 
enjoyed several games.  

Because of this successful and fun 
event, every Blythewood lady now has 
the opportunity to attend the women’s 
retreat in October. 

—by Faride Jalube

October 25 6:45 – 8:30 pm Greenville North Bookmobile
October 26 2:00 – 3:30 pm Durham Five Oaks Bookmobile
November 1 6:45 – 8:00 pm Greenville South Bookmobile
November 2 9:00 – 10:00 am Anderson Delivery
November 2 Noon – 1:00 pm Greenwood Delivery
November 2 2:30 – 3:30 pm Union  Delivery
November 5 3:00 – 6:30 pm Erwin Hills Bookmobile
November 8 5:30 – 7:00 pm Fayetteville Bookmobile
November 9 Noon – 2:00 pm Wilmington Bookmobile
November 12 3:00 – 6:00 pm Tri City Academy Bookmobile
November 15 5:30 – 7:30 pm Raleigh Bookmobile
November 16 11:00 am– Noon Asheboro  Delivery
November 16 1:30 – 2:30 pm Salisbury Delivery
November 22 5:30 – 7:30 pm Columbia First Bookmobile
November 23 5:00 – 7:00 pm Spartanburg Bookmobile
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For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference web site at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
November
Share Him Boot Camp --- Nov. 14-

16. NPR. 

December
Elder’s Certification Training --- 

Dec 6. Fayetteville. Part three: 
“Preaching”. Ralph Ringer and 
Haskell Williams will be presenting. 

January 
Sabbath School Seminar --- Jan. 24. 

Myrtle Beach. Call 704.596.3200 
for information. 

Men’s Ministry Seminar --- Jan. 
25. Columbia 1st. Contact Jayme 
Rouse at 704.596.3200. 

February 
Men’s Ministry Seminar --- Feb. 1. 

Kernersville. Contact Jayme Rouse 
at 704.596.3200 for information. 

Pathfinder/Adventurer Ski Weekend 
--- Feb. 7-9. Maggie Valley, NC. 

Pathfinder Swimming --- Feb. 8. 
Swannanoa, SC.

ShareHim Campaign (Guatemala) 
--- Feb. 11-Mar. 2.  

Romance at the Ranch --- Feb. 13-
15. Nosoca Pines Ranch. Register 
at www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Obituaries
BURTON, GORDON LAWRENCE, 82, 
born March 23, 1931, in Pietermaritz-
burg, South Africa, died March 8, 2014, in 
Hendersonville, NC. Gordon was born to 
missionary parents and lived his earliest 
years at mission stations in Africa. He 
came to the United States as a teenager 
and graduated from Emmanuel Mission-
ary College (Andrews University). He 
married Virginia Quinnell in 1955, and 
subsequently served at Branson Hospital 
and in St. Johns, Newfoundland, Canada, 
and Forest Lake Academy, FL, before 
pastoring in the Texico and Oklahoma 
Conferences. In 2006, the Burtons moved 
to North Carolina. He was preceded in 
death by a son, Glenn Leonard Burton. 
Surviving are his wife, Virginia; son, 
Gordon Jay Burton; daughters, Lenora 
Burton and Charlene Ingulfsen; and three 
granddaughters.
CARSWELL, HAZEL BRITTAIN, 87, born 
February 8, 1927, in Burke County, NC, 
died August 31, 2014, in Hendersonville, 
NC. Hazel was a member of the Morgan-
ton Church where she taught Sabbath 
School and was a JMV Leader. She retired 
from Grace Hospital. Hazel was preceded 
in death by her husband, Hollis Carswell; 
a grandson, Garland Heatherly, and two 
sisters, Jean Brackette and Ruth Irene 
Brittain. Hazel is survived by her children, 
Carol Wynn (Clifford), Barbara Neal 
(Frederick), Doris Vaughn (Kenneth), and 
Mildred Houser (Phil); 12 grandchildren; 
29 great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren; sisters, Lillian Elizabeth 
Walker, Mary Alyce Carswell, and Mildred 
Etta McHenry; and a number of nieces 
and nephews. 
GAREY, MILDRED OMEGA, 98, born 
June 3, 1916 in Carroll County, TN, died 
August 14, 2014. In 1952, Mildred and 
her husband James moved to Western NC. 
Mildred was a homemaker and helped 
her husband with bookkeeping duties 
for the family business. She was an ac-
tive member of the Hendersonville and 
Fletcher Churches, and a volunteer at 
Park Ridge Hospital.  She was preceded 
in death by parents, John and Mary Kelly; 
husband, James Elmo Garey; son, Jimmie 
Kelly Garey; grandson, James Douglas 
Garey, sister, Vennie Mae Port; brother, 
Hubert Kelly.  She is survived by her two 
daughters Mary Garey Orr, Delphia Garey 
Hyams (Butch), and a son Charles Garey; 
eight grandchildren, eight great-grand-
children and several nieces and nephews.
HERZEL, EDWARD FREDERICK, 98, 
born May 1, 1915, in Kalamazoo, MI, 
died Feb. 6, 2014, in Hendersonville, NC. 
He grew up in the Kalamazoo Adventist 
church where he later served as teen 
Sabbath School teacher and missionary 

leader. Ed graduated from Washington 
Missionary College (now Washington 
Adventist University) in 1942, and served 
as a Seventh-day Adventist minister in 
Ohio, New Jersey and Michigan before 
accepting a call to Morganton, NC, where 
he eventually retired with his wife. Even 
in retirement Ed was active, serving as an 
interim pastor and volunteering at Park 
Ridge Hospital. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Mary Lee, his siblings, and his 
daughter, Barbara Nieminsky. Surviving 
are his three children, Fred Herzel, Judy 
Halleron, and Dan Herzel; eight grandchil-
dren; ten great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren.
HERZEL, MARY LEE DOGGETT, 98, born 
June 9, 1914, in Mecklenburg County, VA, 
died March 22, 2013, at home in Hen-
dersonville, NC. She was raised on a farm 
with five sisters to God-fearing Baptist 
parents, but most of the family became 
Seventh-day Adventists after reading 
The Coming King by James White. After 
meeting and marrying Adventist Pastor 
Ed Herzel, she served by his side in Ohio, 
New Jersey, Michigan, and finally North 
Carolina. Mary Lee also worked with the 
Dorcas Society, was a children’s Sabbath 
School teacher, Pathfinder leader, summer 
camp counselor, church treasurer and 
substitute church school teacher. She 
also conducted many vegetarian cooking 
classes. She was preceded in death by all 
her sisters, and daughter Barbara Niemin-
sky. Surviving are her three children, Fred 
Herzel, Judy Halleron, and Dan Herzel; 
eight grandchildren; ten great-grandchil-
dren; and two great-great-grandchildren.
JEDAMSKI, HARTMUT, 56, born Jan. 31, 
1958, in Takoma Park, MD, died June 15, 
2014, in Fletcher, NC. Hartmut spent the 
majority of his life in construction work, 
whether at his boyhood home in MD, his 
young adult home in Gilmer County, WV, 
or several years in Harrisonburg, VA. He 
spent the past six years living in N.C. near 
his sister, Honey. In 1980 he suffered a 
severe head injury from a construction 
accident, and as a result, endured numer-
ous physical and personal challenges. 
Surviving are his son, Neil Jason Pulice; 
his four brothers, Wolf Jedamski; Norbert 
Jedamski; Berthold Jedamski; his five sis-
ters, Waldtraut Jedamski, Heidi Wientjes, 
Irmgart Mitchell, Inge Peters, and Honey 
Miller; 14 nieces and nephews and five 
great-nieces and nephews.
ROBINSON, RALPH WESLEY JR., 69, 
born Aug. 3, 1945 in Wilmington, DE, 
died July 18, 2014, in Flat Rock, NC. A 
member of the Fletcher church, Ralph 
attended Fletcher Academy and West 
Henderson High School. Over the years he 
worked at Cal’s Home and Auto, Francis 
& Wright, General Electric, and then he 

owned a small engine repair company, L 
& R Equipment. Surviving are his wife, 
Karyn, of Fletcher, NC; a brother, Stanley 
G. Robinson, of Dana, NC; one daughter, 
Lisa Robinson Trace; one son, William 
Richard Robinson, of Asheville, NC; three 
grandchildren, Abbigail Robinson and Tif-
fany Trace; two nieces, one nephew, and 
four great nieces and nephews.
SIMMONS, CHRISTINE KNIGHT, 83, born 
Aug. 5, 1929, in Dorchester County, SC, 
died July 24, 2013, in Summersville, SC. 
Christine and her husband Lionel were 
baptized into the Charleston Church in 
1954 and remained members for 35 
years. In 1989 they became charter mem-
bers of the Summerville Church. Christine 
was a devoted wife of 68 years, and a 
beloved mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She was preceded in death 
by her mother and father; three brothers; 
and two grandchildren. Surviving are her 
husband, Chalmers Lionel Simmons, Jr.; 
one daughter, Sandra S. Ballington; one 
son, Larry K. Simmons; two brothers, St. 
Clair A. Knight, II, and Daniel L. Knight; 
four grandchildren; and six great-grand-
children.
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