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I love the amazing things 
that are being done today 
with technology. Consider 

a laser beam, this ray is a power-
ful beam of highly focused, co-
herent light. In essence, a laser is 
just a source of light. However, 
the light emitted by a laser diode 
is different from ordinary light in 
two important ways: 

First, each of the billions of 
photons that make up a laser 
beam has the exact same wave-
length or color. In laser tools, 
this is usually a red light. Almost 
every other light source we use 
on this planet emits light in a 
wide spectrum of colors.

Second, the photons stick 
together. The beam that comes 
out of a laser tool stays tightly 
compacted. If you look at the la-

ser dot on a target 100 feet away 
from the source, it will be about 
the same size as it was when 
it left the tool. Even if it does 

spread out a bit, the center of the 
dot is still the center of the beam.

What are some lessons we can 
learn from the laser beam? Here 
are two that I’d like our Carolina 
church family to consider:

As I mentioned, the crests 
and troughs of a laser beam 
line up with each other, mak-
ing each wavelength exactly 
the same color. We call that 
“monochromatic.”As we let our 
light shine, we as a church must 
speak the truth with unity and 
conviction, not “tossed to and 
fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness 
of deceitful plotting, but, speak-
ing the truth in love.”  (Ephe-
sians 4:14-15)

Another special attribute of a 
laser is that all light waves are 
going in the same direction. It is 
much more “orderly” than other 
kinds of light. Because of this we 
can control laser light extremely 
well, making it a very precise 
tool. Paul counsels us in I Cor-
inthians 14:40 that our witness 
should reflect decency and order. 
The order must reflect a sense 
of unity; oneness, a passionate 
priority for the salvation of souls.

Vince Lombardi, a great foot-
ball coach whose unique blend 
of toughness, compassion and 
leadership skill drove the Green 
Bay Packers to five NFL titles in 
seven years, holds a record that 

has never been equaled. Once, 
when asked if winning a game of 
football was the most important 
thing to him, Lombardi stated: 
“No. Winning is the only thing.”  

What would happen in the 
Carolina Conference if we as 
members of God’s remnant 
church truly believed that win-
ning souls for God’s kingdom 
was the only thing worthy of our 
calling? 

What would happen if we not 
only believed, but genuinely de-
termined by God’s grace to live 
out the truth of this counsel from 
God’s special messenger: “If we 
would humble ourselves before 
God, and be kind and courteous 
and tender-hearted and pitiful 
(compassionate), there would be 
one hundred conversions to the 
truth where now there is only 
one.”  Testimonies to the Church, 
Vol. 9, page 189 

Earlier this spring, Gary Moy-
er, Rick Russell and I, as fellow 
officers and servants of the Lord 
Jesus, shared our thoughts and 
collectively proposed a new mis-
sion motto that would comple-
ment our mission statement. That 
motto was officially adopted by 
our Executive Committee and is 
one that I hope will be heralded 
throughout our land. What is that 
statement? 

“Embracing Carolina with the 
Compassionate Call of Christ”

  From the 
President’s Pen

“It’s the Only Thing”

Continued on page 4 . . .

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina Conference President
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Carolina Evangelism

Denise Phillips was an avid 
Bible reader; however, 

she was confused by the Book of 
Revelation. To find answers she 
enrolled in a Bible class at her 
church, paid the fee and waited for 
the class to begin. 

Then one day there was a knock 
on her door. She opened it to find 
Dawn, a Bible worker with an 
organization called Amazing Facts. 
She had forgotten the interest card 
she’d mailed in to the ministry. 
She now she had two studies, one 
at church and one with Dawn!

Though Denise felt her studies 
with Dawn were going well, Satan 
was tempting her to quit and only 
study at her church. Fortunately, 
God provided a clear answer. The 
Amazing Facts studies would lead 
into something called a “prophecy 
seminar,” which would answer all 
her questions.

The seminar held at the Lelia 
Patterson Center in Fletcher, NC 
really got to Denise. 

“The first night of the seminar 
blew me away!” Denise shared. 

As she progressed  through 
the nightly meetings she became 
more and more intrigued by the 
Bible truths she was learning. She 
couldn’t wait to go back and learn 
more. Unfortunately, what she 
learned was not accepted by her 

family. 
“Suddenly, I felt very alone,” she 

recalls.
Satan tried his a best to dis-

courage her, but the Holy Spirit 
dispelled all doubt and led her to 
the waters of baptism on No-
vember 15, 2011. It was not easy 
from there though, home life soon 
changed for Denise.

“My home was no longer a com-
fortable place to be,” she said. “I 

couldn’t wait for Sabbath to come 
so I could be with people who 
shared my enjoyment.”

“Will there ever come a time 
when my husband, Gary, will join 
me?,” Denise wondered. “It would 
take a miracle, and lots of prayer.”

Learning a New Way
Gary was raised in another 

denomination and didn’t see a need 

to change. However, though she 
hadn’t told her husband that she’d 
been baptized, Gary noticed some-
thing different about Denise. 

“Every night she’d come back 
with a smile on her face and with a 
different attitude,” Gary recalls. “I 
saw a change coming over her.”

Gary fought the tug he felt on his 
heart; he didn’t understand some of 
the new ideas Denise was bringing 
home. Gary tried to find his own 
answers by going to the Bible and 
the internet.

“This is where the power of 
prayer really proved itself to me,” 
said Denise. “The Lord placed in 
my mailbox a gift for Gary.” 

It was an invitation to a proph-
ecy seminar with Dale Pollett at 
the Brevard Adventist Church. 

“I was so excited,” Denise re-
members. “What I couldn’t do, the 
Lord would do for me.” 

Thanks to many prayers for 
Gary, he was at the seminar on 

opening night, front and center 
with Bible in hand. 

“Finally, and by the grace of 
God, Gary saw what I saw, the 
truth of God’s word,” Denise 
exclaimed. “He was baptized! The 
battle was won; our home was at 
peace!”

Finding a
A forgotten request leads the way

Home

Photos by Ron Quick
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It’s the Only Thing continued from page 2

Finding a Home continued from page 3

It’s my prayer that this theme of 
evangelism and witnessing remains 
the high priority of our mission and 
focus till we are safely home with 
our Savior.  May each of us have 
a genuine and heartfelt passion for 
the salvation of the people in our 
cities, towns and villages. If you 
truly believe that Jesus is com-
ing again, and that He is coming 
sooner than we realize, may we 
accept the challenge placed before 
us by Jesus in Acts 1:8, “But you 
will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”  

May evangelism and witness-
ing,  as we continue “Embracing 
Carolina with the Compassionate 
Call of Christ,” be the only thing 
that really matters.

Leslie D. Louis
President
A servant leader for the Lord

Tradition or Truth?
“Gary’s mother is a sweet 

silver-haired lady with a British 
accent who just happens to be the 
best mother-in-law I could ask 
for!,” Denise said 
proudly. 

Joan had joined 
Denise for the first 
few seminar meet-
ings she attended 
at the Leila Pat-
terson Center, and 
even went along to 
some of Dale Pol-
lett’s meetings in 
Brevard. Despite 
this, she was still 
holding on to her 
lifelong Lutheran 
traditions.

A year later, 
Pollett came back 
to town. This time 
Denise asked her 
mother-in-law to 
attend all the meetings, not just 
some. It was tiresome for Joan, but 
she did it.

“I do believe her crossroads was 
more of a challenge than mine,” 
Denise continues. “She was a life-

long Lutheran and deeply embed-
ded in her church. Hers was a battle 
of courage and with the prayers of 
our church, God gave her victory!”

Denise remembers how beauti-
ful Joan looked when she stepped 
out of the baptismal pool, smiling 

from ear to ear. 
“She now delights 
in the Sabbath 
and has begun to 
tell her story to 
others.” At age 90, 
Joan is truly “born 
again.”

Denise reminds 
us, “I’ve heard it 
said that prayer 
is as strong as 
God is, and have 
become convinced 
that this is true. 
To those of you 
who have family 
members who are 
not yet walking in 
the truth, do not 
give up on them. 

Bring your petitions to God and be 
amazed at the results! 

Please consider a gift to Carolina Evan-
gelism. Give online at www.carolinasda.
org or call 704-596-3200.

—by Ron Quick

Bookmobile Coverage Expanding
Early in June, Fletcher Acad-

emy Inc. (FAI) contacted confer-
ence administration regarding the 
Adventist Christian Book Store 
(ACBC) located at Fletcher Valley 
Natural Foods. While FAI would 

like the ACBCs con-
tinued presence there, 
they have developed a 
new business venture 
which would 
require the 

ACBC to move to another 
part of the building.

While still open to 
working with Fletcher in 
the future on a bookstore 
program, the decision was 

made to discontinue the branch 
located there. However, this deci-
sion allows the ACBC bookmobile 
to better serve our members in that 

area of the confer-
ence. 

Go to www.caro-
linasda.org/acbc for 
a list of specials, 
the bookmobile 
schedule and other 
news.

Photos by Ron Quick
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A Golden Anniversary
Gary and Ruth Bradley celebrated 

their golden wedding anniversary 
in the Fletcher Academy Chapel 
on April 29, 2012 - the same place 
where they were married exactly 
50 years earlier. All seven of their 
attendants, except one, were present 
to pose for a picture surrounded by 
decorations very similar to the ones 
used five decades earlier.

The Bradleys’ two children, 
Gary, Jr. and Jeannie (Bradley) 
Larrabee, prepared the program 
and refreshments for about one 
hundred friends and family. The 
golden anniversary was emphasized 
with a theme of 50: 50 balloons, 50 
photos of their lives and family, 50 
candles, and 50 doughnuts on the 
specially prepared wedding cake. 

Gary and Ruth are active mem-
bers of the Fletcher Adventist 
Church. 
The Living Last Supper

On Good Friday, the Asheville 
North Adventist church, under 
the direction of Pastor Ed Couser, 
presented the “Living Last Supper,” 
a live dramatization by church 
members recreating Leonardo da 

Vinci’s “The Last 
Supper” painting.

In the dramatization, the twelve 
apostles spoke their minds to 
themselves, each other and the 
Lord in response to the words Jesus 
said, “I will not be with you much 
longer, and one of you will betray 
me.” 

Costumes were created and 
furnished by church members 
and the UNC-Asheville drama 
club graciously provided make-
up artists.  All in attendance were 
invited to partake in the foot 
washing and communion service 
with Jesus and the apostles. 

—by Florie Rogers

Pillowcase Dresses
Rather than simply donating 

money, the women’s ministry team 
from Wilson, NC, chose to give a 
more unique gift to ADRA’s relief 
efforts. The group made 100 pil-
lowcase dresses to be delivered to 
orphanages in Haiti. 

The dresses were distributed in 
and around Port-au-Prince, specifi-
cally Carrefour. Each dress had a 
handwritten note that said, “Jesus 
loves you, from the Wilson, NC, 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Made just for you.” Todd Reese, 
assistant director of Emergency 
Management ADRA International 
said the response to the dresses was 
very positive.

“It is difficult to describe in 
words the smiles on the faces of 

the girls receiving 
them,” he said.

This project was led by Sheri 
Speight, leader 
of Wilson’s 
women’s min-
istries team, 
and initiated 
by Mary Ann 
Cirigliano, 
assistant leader. 
The experience of filling a need for 
the Lord’s precious girls in Haiti 
reaffirmed a well-known lesson for 
the ladies of this group – it truly 
is more blessed to give than to 
receive.

—by Alice Wiggins

Daniella, Valeria, and 
Masina in their new dresses.
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A War That Helped Everyone 
From March 19 to 23, Columbia 

Adventist Academy was involved 
in a war—a money war, that is.  
The purpose was to raise funds 
to assist ADRA in helping people 
in need around the world.  The 
students were encouraged to bring 
to school all the pennies they could 
gather from under the sofa cush-
ions or anywhere else they were 
allowed to get them. Classrooms 
received a point for every penny a 
student brought in. 

Stuednts were also en-
couraged to bring in coins 
and bills of all types.  
These were “bombs” that 
could be dropped into 
the containers of other 
classrooms.  A nickel sub-
tracted five points from 
the other classroom’s to-
tal, a dime subtracted ten 
points, a quarter subtract-
ed 25 points and so on.

As the war grew in popularity, 
so did the amount of change in 
the containers. The school was 
surprised to see that after two days 
more than $140 was raised.  That 
amount doubled by day three, and 
by day four they raised more than 
$600.  When the cease-fire was 
declared on the fifth morning, The 
young people were amazed to learn 

they had raised more than 
$1038!

The students weren’t the 
only ones excited about this 
war—parents also brought 
in large jars of coins for stu-
dents to use as ammunition.  
In the hallways before and 
after school, parents could 
be heard planning strategies 
to help their child’s room.  It 
was plain to see they were 
enjoying themselves just as 

much as the kids were. 
The classes that raised the most 

money and earned the most points 
were promised a pizza party. Mrs. 
Doying’s kindergarten classroom 
won both, even with the smallest 
number of students.  Their class 
decided to invite the two other 
rooms to join them for one big 
pizza party.  Everyone was in favor 
of that!

The teachers determined that the 
money will be used to purchase 
the following gifts through ADRA: 

five beehives for better 
lives in Niger, clean wa-
ter and sanitation for five 
students in Togo, clean 
water for two families in 
Sri Lanka, two medical 
kits for health clinicians 
in the Philippines and 
50 books to help build a 
library in Nepal.

In a real war, nobody 
wins and everyone loses.  
In this war everyone had 

a lot of fun, learned more about the 
global outreach of the Adventist 
church and made a difference in 
the lives of people who are less 
fortunate.  Many lives will be 
permanently improved as a result 
of this battle.  Don’t you wish all 
wars could end this way?

—by Ken Kirkham

subscribe
youtube.com/carolinaconference

w
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Festival
“Making kingdoM Friends”

oFevangelisticliving

SEPT. 14-15, 2012
 North Miami Church: Miami, FL
 Ron Smith Southern Union President
 Hubert Morel Southeastern Conf. President
SEPT. 28-29, 2012
 Blue Mountain Academy: Hamburg, PA
 Dave Weigley Columbia Union President
JAN. 25-26, 2013
 Milwaukee, WI
FEB. 22-23, 2013
 Longview Heights Church, Memphis, TN
 Bill Knott Editor, The Adventist Review
MARCH 1-2, 2013
 White Memorial Church: Los Angeles, CA
 Ricardo Graham Pacific Union President
 James Lee VP, Southern California Conference
 Sandra Roberts SE California Conf. Secretary
MARCH 8-9, 2013
 Spokane Valley Church: Spokane, WA
 John Loor, Jr. N. Pacific Union Secretary

info:festival.sharehim.org

Days from Death

As if preaching 19 sermons 
in 16 days wasn’t gruel-

ing enough, Dr. 
Llewellyn Williams 
and his extended 
family held free daily 
clinics that served 
1,600 people in 
Congo. One espe-
cially tiresome day, 
he longed to rest and 
close the clinic, but 
instead he forced 
himself to persist. 
A short time later a 
woman came carry-
ing a severely burned 
toddler named Gen-
tiel. When he saw the child, he real-
ized she was only days from death.

As little Gentiel was admitted to 
the Adventist clinic, Dr. Williams 
discussed treatment options with 
the other doctors, but none of the 
medication they had was suitable. 
Dr. Williams remembered some 
donated ointment he had almost left 
home because he was unfamiliar 
with its use.  At the last moment he 

had stuffed it into his luggage. His 
wife looked up the medication in 
their medical reference book and 

found it was 
used to treat 
burns!

Mrs. Wil-
liams said.  
“God made us 
have that clinic 
for Gentiel’s 
benefit (as well 
as others).  
Praise God that 
He was able to 
use us to make 
a difference for 
this family.”

Gentiel and 
her mother stayed at the clinic for a 
month before they returned home. 
The toddler was healed and her 
mother had found a new faith in 
God and became a baptized Sev-
enth-day Adventist.

ShareHim is more than just 
preaching. It is living as Jesus did 
in self-sacrificing ministry—min-
gling with people, meeting their 
needs, and inviting them to follow 
Him.  This summer, Dr. and Mrs. 

Williams will be participating in 
another ShareHim campaign and 
clinic in the Congo. 

Perhaps you cannot travel to the 
Congo, but there is still work for 
you to do!  When an evangelism 
event takes place in Africa or other 
regions outside the United States, 
not only do the sermons need to be 
in the appropriate language but the 
graphics need to be culturally sensi-
tive as well. Currently, ShareHim 
is working on the Africanization of 
the sermon content and the initial 
graphic changes so translation of 
the “His Way of Hope” series can 
begin. With 50 African languages, 
the undertaking is monumen-
tal.  Consider challenging your 
Sabbath School group or outreach 
team to raise $6,800 for the African 
sermon graphics and first transla-
tion!  In appreciation, ShareHim 
will send you the first copy of the 
Africanized “His Way of Hope” 
sermons in English.

Please prayerfully consider these 
opportunities to minister and par-
ticipate in sharing the Good News 
of our Saviour.

Gentiel and 
her mother 
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New Publishing Leaders
The publishing minis-

try continues to expand as 
they’ve put in place three new 
assistant publishing leaders. 
Pictured top to bottom are 
Louise Venables who is in 
charge of the South Carolina 
district; Brandon Tygret man-
ages the eastern half of North 
Carolina; and Tad Stauffer 
directs the student work in our 
church schools. These pub-
lishing assistants are respon-
sible for the training of new 
literature evangelists while 
giving support to their full-
time workers.  

Louise Venables, the first 
female assistant director in the 
Southern Union in the last 30 
years, replaces Dave  

Sigamani who 
accepted a call as Publishing 
Director for the Gulf States 
Conference. 

Ted Stauffer will lead out 
a new program in Carolina, 
which will work in our own 
conference church schools. 
Ron Davis, director for the 
publishing ministry in Caro-
lina, refers to this student 
program as “God’s plan.”

“It’s simply called that 
because that is what Ellen 
White repeatedly called it,” 
Davis said. “God’s plan for 
accomplishing four vital 
elements through Christian 
education.” 

First, our students are 
introduced to what is termed 
“true higher education.” 
in that at an early age like 

the child Samuel they are pleasing 
God by learning the skills of shar-
ing their faith through witnessing. 
Second, this program allows the 
children to earn their own tuition 
so that “no child is left behind” 
when it comes to Christian educa-
tion. Third, we are told it will bring 
revival to our churches that partici-
pate. And lastly, it will win souls to 
Christ, Davis said.

Notice this statement from Pa-
triarchs and Prophets page 573, 
“It was his constant endeavor to 
become what God would have him. 
This is the privilege of every youth. 
God is pleased when even little 
children give themselves to His 
service.”

Pray for our literature evangelists 
as they follow this Divine counsel 
each week.

—by Ron Quick

Photos by Ron Quick
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Warrensville Church25Celebrates Years

The Warrensville Adventist 
church celebrated their 28 

years as a church and the 25th an-
niversary of the dedication of their 
sanctuary on Sabbath, June 16.  

It was a mountain homecoming 
celebration for the church, nestled 
in a wooded area next to a moun-
tain stream more than half-a-mile 
high in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
People came from far and wide 
to celebrate the formation of this 
mountain congregation in Ashe 
County. 

The first time the early attendees 
met was on November 28, 1984, 
where Pastor Larry Allen spoke 
to the congregation of 40 people. 
A few days later, the conference 
committee voted for the War-
rensville congregation to become 
an official church. While the 

new church was under 
construction, members 
met in the Warrensville 
Methodist Church. 

Three years later, on 
September 5, 1987, 
a dedication service 
was held in the newly 
completed, debt-free 

sanctuary. Elder Robert 
Folkenberg, president of 
the Carolina Conference 
at that time, presented the 
sermon with more than 
70 members and guests in 
attendance.

Late In 1996, several church 
members moved to the moun-
tain community of Boone to 
assist in planting a new church 
there. This left the church with 
few members and even fewer 
children. The remarkable thing 
about Warrensville is the fact 
that despite such a small mem-
bership at times, the church has 
never carried any debt. They 
have worked diligently to wit-
ness in this low-income county 
with outreach programs. As a 
result have seen the Lord bless 
with increased membership.

Warrensville was part of a two 
church district with Wilkesboro. 
In 2008, the conference restruc-
tured the district and Warrensville 

became a “solo” congregation. 
That same year, the church voted 
to hire and financially support 
Pastor Kevin Morgan on a full-
time basis. Under the leadership 
team of Kevin and Susan Morgan, 
the church has seen membership 
increase.

Head Elder Dr. Charles Knapp 
tells of a wonderful spirit alive in 
the church even today.

“The Lord has blessed, morale is 
high, the Warrensville experiment 
works,” he said.

—by Ron Quick

Warrensville has had seven pastor/wife teams 
serve; (L-R, back) Regina Netzel Quick, Robert 
and Ramona Grant and (front) Kevin and Susan 
Morgan. Not pictured are Larry and Juanita Al-
len, Douglas and Mary Lou Brown, David Netzel, 
Kenneth and Susan Blake and Robert and Susan 
Fuller. Elder Haskell Williams, pictured back row, 
right, poses with the pastor/wife teams.

Dr. Charles Knapp, head elder, presents several 
Distinguished Service Awards. Nan Sturgill Hasty, known 
as the Founding Mother received her award as Pastor 
Morgan looks on. Others who received the special 
Distinguished Service Awards were (not pictured) Dr. Ron 
Haupt, founding member,  Elder Emeritus, Faye Haupt 
Beckner and Dr. Gene Voth.

Photos by Ron Quick
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On Tuesday, May 1, Pisgah 
Valley Retirement Com-

munity broke ground for their new 
67,000-square-foot nursing and 
rehabilitation facility, Pisgah Manor 
Health Care Center. The ground-
breaking ceremony took place at 
the construction site adjacent to 
Pisgah Villa Assisted Living Center, 

in Candler, North Carolina. 
For almost four decades, Pisgah 

Valley has been providing excellent 
care and services to the residents 
of western North Carolina.  As a 
ministry of the Carolina Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists, Pisgah 
Valley, a licensed Continuing Care 
Retirement Community, has set a 

high standard for quality of life and 
quality of care for their residents 
since 1975. 

Looking at the demands of the 
“Baby-Boomer” and the future of 
senior living, the Pisgah Valley 
board of directors made the deci-
sion to rebuild the 37-year-old, 118 
bed Pisgah Manor facility.  

This seven million dollar com-
plex is being constructed in a 
“modified neighborhood” design 
that will be less institutional and 
more resident-friendly.  The facility 
will remain at its current licensed 
bed capacity of 118, but the new 
facility will have 72 private rooms, 
which is 61 percent of their capac-
ity.  Another great feature is that 
all resident rooms will have private 
showers.  The new design will have 
eight individual dining/living room 
spaces, each with a fireplace and 
an entrance to an interior court-
yard with a covered pavilion.  The 
therapy department will also be ex-
panded and will include a separate 
outpatient entrance.  

Pisgah Valley is excited to be 
moving forward in a direction that 
will enable them to continue in 
their historical tradition of quality 
care, but now in a more upscale 
environment that will meet the 
needs of the community for years 
to come.  

—Story and photos by Ron Quick

Breaking ground for the new Nursing and Rehabilitation Facility are; Elder Kenneth 
Coonley, past president of the Carolina Conference; Elder Leslie Louis, President of the 
Carolina Conferenc;, Amy Jackson and O’Neal MCall,  Ambassadors for the Chamber of 
Commerce; Richard Russell, Treasurer for the Carolina Conference; Elder Gary Moyer, 
Executive Secretary for the Carolina Conference; and David Kidder, President and Chief 
Executive Office of Carolina Adventist Retirement Systems, Inc. 

Elder Leslie Louie presented timely remarks at the ground breaking ceremony for the new 67,000-square-foot Nursing and Rehabilitation Facility.  

  Pisgah Valley 
Breaks Ground

on new rehab facility

Featured Story
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secure, maintenance-free condos 
are move-in ready now!

95 Holcombe cove road
candler, nc 28715

828-418-2333   www.pisgahvalley.org

A Vibrant, Active 
Retirement Awaits You.

Life at Pisgah Estates offers a 
perfect blend of privacy and 
community with all the 
advantages of independent 
living. Our safe and secure 
environment provides pleasant, 
low-traffic areas for walking, 
and our fully equipped Wellness 
Center is available for fitness 
and therapy. Live the worry-free 
retirement you’ve imagined 
with all the comforts and ameni-
ties of home, but none of the 
hassles of upkeep! Call today to 
schedule your visit.

Students Visit the Free Store
As the 2011-2012 school year 

came to a close, the third and fourth 
graders from Adventist Christian 
Academy in Charlotte took a field 
trip to the Free Store, a nonprofit 
organization that provides free 
items to those in need. The store’s 
motto, “Bring what you can and 
take what you need,” describes the 
safe environment where people can 
give and take with no questions 
asked.

The students’ trip not only al-
lowed them to see the organization, 

but participate as well. 
They brought gifts of 
toiletries and food. There 
was also a worship service 
where they sang favorite 
praise songs and heard a 
devotional thought by Pas-
tor Ben Rueda. 

The experience helped 
students realize the impor-
tance of reaching out to 

others and tending to their physical 
and spiritual needs.

“I really enjoyed singing ‘I Will 
Magnify the Lord’ with partners 
from the audience and teaching 
them the motions,” said third-
grader Stephanie.

With over 6,000 homeless adults 
and children in the Charlotte area 
alone, the physical needs and the 
need for prayer and encouragement 
is great. The students were glad to 
be a little part of that encourage-
ment.

“It felt good to be 
sharing our memory texts from 
the Bible with others,” said third 
grader Sonnie.

This trip will be remembered not 
only by the students, but by those 
they met. We are thankful for the 
moments when we are reminded 
that, “a little child shall lead them.”

—by Elle Fritz

Visit to WBAJ Radio
Recently, Elder Leslie Louis and 

his wife Carol visited WBAJ, an 
Adventist-owned Christian talk ra-

dio station in Columbia, SC.  They 
witnessed the work that Gary and 
Lynn Sherman are doing with 
this powerful AM station.  WBAJ 
reaches well beyond Columbia and 
has already produced more than 350 
baptisms! Station manager Gary 
Sherman had both Elder Louis and 
his wife produce public service an-
nouncements for broadcast. 

“DXers (Distant Station Listen-
ers) have written to us from as far 
away as Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Georgia,” Gary said. “In the 
evening, atmospheric changes 
enable the signal to ‘skip’ even to 
other countries.”  

Recently, Sherman received a 
letter from Giovanni Bellabarba in 
Bologna, Italy!  

“Perhaps the Lord is magnifying 
the station’s transmissions,” Gary 
said.

—by Ron Quick
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This year, Lake 
Junaluska 

Camp Meeting was 
a bit different than it 
has been in the past. 
With the Carolina 
Conference’s empha-
sis on evangelism, 
church leaders recog-
nized the importance 
of extending the 
invitation to camp 
meeting to the com-
munity.

Handbills were sent out to 
homes around the area and radio, 
television, newspaper and Face-
book advertising invited the pub-
lic to join. This decision allowed 
all to join in the spiritual refresh-
ment experienced yearly at Lake 
Junaluska Camp Meeting.

Reaching out and meeting 
other’s needs was on the agenda 
for several age groups during 
the week. The young adults even 
took three mornings to do service 
projects in the area, including 
feeding the homeless. The Earli-
teen department made a point to 
pray with members of the Lake 
Junaluska staff whenever possible.

Mark Finley, Assistant to the 
President for Evangelism at the 

General Confer-
ence, was the 
featured speaker at 
the evening meet-
ings from Sunday 
to Wednesday. 
From Thursday 
to Saturday eve-
ning the featured 
speaker was Doug 
Batchelor, presi-
dent and speaker 
for Amazing Facts 
Ministries.  They 
each brought mes-
sages that attendees 
appreciated as both 

timely and thought-provoking 
in line with the theme this year: 
“COUNTDOWN.” 

Their sermons, along with nu-
merous other speakers and semi-
nar presenters, are available on 
DVD and CD recording by calling 
800-366-1844.

—by Sarah Crowder

Carolina
Camp Meeting

Blessed and 
Refreshed After a 
Week at Beautiful 
Lake Junaluska

Photos by Ken Ford



13

Carolina Action
issue 3, 2012

Eastern Carolina Camp Meeting

Summerville: September 29 Camp Meeting will also 
include concerts, Sabbath 

School for all ages, the 
ACBC store open after 

sunset and more!
For more information visit our 

website: carolinasda.org

Greenville North: October 6

Speaker: James Gilley
Drama Presentation: Rita Horshino to 
portray Ellen White

Speaker: James Gilley
Drama Presentation: Dennis Farley to 
portray James White

Eastern Carolina Camp Meeting

Summerville: September 29 Camp Meeting will also 
include concerts, Sabbath 

School for all ages, the 
ACBC store open after 

sunset and more!
For more information visit our 

website: carolinasda.org

Greenville North: October 6

Speaker: James Gilley
Drama Presentation: Rita Horshino to 
portray Ellen White

Speaker: James Gilley
Drama Presentation: Dennis Farley to 
portray James White

Kids at Camp Meeting 
Thursday evenings are always a 

highlight at Lake Junaluska Camp 
Meeting. Kindergarten and Pri-
mary kids assemble on 
the stage in the main 
auditorium to share their 
contagious joy for Jesus 
as they sing songs. What 
sweeter sound is there 
than children praising 
God?

The Primary class was 
directed by Pastor 
Gerald Mobley, 
who has been a 
part of the youth 
department for 
more than 30 
years. 

This is the best 
department to 
work with, as they are such a great 
group of kids who are eager to learn 
about Jesus, Pastor Mobley said.

Their theme this year was “Three 

Angels 4 Kids: Making Mighty 
Messengers.” The program in-
cluded mission stories and nature 
nuggets. New this year were daily 

crafts and more musical in-
struments during singing. 

Kindergarteners enjoyed a 
week of water and boats. Each day 
was a different story, including: 
“Creation,” “Noah,” “Jonah,” “Je-

sus Walks on Water,” “Je-
sus Calms the Storm” and “Break-
fast by the Sea.” Arthur Gibbs led 
this group of youngsters and kept 

them at rapt attention during 
science time in the afternoon 
with his various water-relat-
ed experiments. 

Beginners, directed by 
Pastor Ken Lee, learned 
about Noah and his big boat 
in a fun-filled classroom 
with an ark and many ani-
mals. The Toddler’s theme 
was “Jesus and the Chil-
dren.” Children from all over 
the world were represented 
in their colorful, fun-filled 
room. 

Camp meeting is always a bless-
ing and refreshment for the soul, 
but teaching our children to know 
and love Jesus – now that is what 
camp meeting is all about!

—by Gale Boughman

Photo by Ken Ford

Photo by Gale Boughman
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“We’re Returning 
Everything to Him” by 
Steve (and Ellen) Dean

We’ve always had a will.  Many 
people think that having a will 
makes them die sooner.  But we 
read in the Testimonies that people 
won’t die a day sooner because 
they have a will!

Ellen was born and raised an 

Adventist and was educated in our 
schools.  I became an Adventist six 
years after our marriage.  

As I look back on my life, I 
see how God has been leading.  
When I was 12, I heard a sermon 
by a Methodist preacher on the 
Ten Commandments.  The fourth 
jumped out at me.  I asked every-

body, “Why do we go to church 
on Sunday when Saturday is the 
seventh day?”  I looked at the cal-
endar, and also looked up Saturday 
in the dictionary and found it to be 
the seventh day of the week.

I decided to ask my parents, and 
they couldn’t give me a straight 
answer.  When I met Ellen I knew 
nothing about Adventists.  I looked 
up Seventh-day Adventist in every 
encyclopedia, which further 
convinced me that it was a valid 
church.

We started dating, had Bible 
studies and went to a Revelation 
Seminar.  I came to the conclu-
sion that if you believe that the 
Bible is the Christian basis for 
faith and practice, then there’s no 
other church to belong to but the 
Seventh-day Adventist church.  

At Lake Junaluska Camp Meet-
ing last year we heard Ed Reid 
discuss what we had previously 
read in Testimonies: God owns 
everything. He just loans it to us 
while we’re here on this earth.

Our boys are established now; 
they don’t need our money.  

Knowing that Jesus is coming so 
very soon, we are passionately 
convicted that we should return 
Honeysuckle Inn (our five acre 
home place) back to God through 
His church in our will.  In fact, we 
are returning everything to Him!

—Interview and photos by Ken Ford

It’s Completely Free!
After an evening meeting at 

Lake Junaluska Camp Meeting I 
bumped into Malcolm and Janet 
Schmehl and they invited me over 
to their lovely home to eat.  I inter-
viewed them previously for their 

attorney-drafted estate planning 
documents. As the conversation 
flowed, we discussed how Janet 
was one of my wife’s nursing in-
structors while attending Southern 
Adventist University more than 35 
years ago!

The most interesting point came 
when Janet shared with me that 
they had recently presented their 
estate documents to their bank 
officer.  The officer asked who had 
drafted the documents and what 
they cost. The officer shared her 
amazement with the couple at such 
quality documents, and couldn’t 
believe our church did it for free.

I smiled and told the couple that 
was a great story —let’s get it in 
the Carolina Action!  

—Story and photo by Ken Ford, Director 
of Trust Services
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Obituaries
allen, Kristian Xavier, 41, died April 6, 

2012, in Charlotte, NC. He was the youngest 
of four born to James and Lilla Allen. He 
graduated from Sumter High School in 1990 

and shortly thereafter 
moved to Charlotte, NC. 
In 1993, Kris was bap-
tized into the Seventh-
day Adventist Church 
at the Sharon church in 
Charlotte. He pursued 
a degree in cinema 

and television at Los Angeles City College, 
where he graduated in 1999. Kris traveled 
around the world doing video production with 
ShareHim, a ministry of the Carolina Confer-
ence, and with the Quiet Hour, a world-wide 
Christian television and mission organization. 
Kris completed many video productions and 
movies for clients ranging from the Discov-
ery Channel to the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists. His completed 
works include Seasons of Life, the 3 Angels’ 
Messages, Old Man New Man and Bible 
Breakthrough. He was the owner of his own 
production company, New Earth Pictures. 
He always looked for ways to use his talents 
to reach people for Christ. Kris is survived 
by his father, James Allen; two brothers, 
Timothy and Michael Allen; one sister, Teresa 
Maxwell; numerous nieces and nephews; his 
girlfriend, Jacquie Pinder and an unending 
number of brothers and sisters in Christ.

evans, Mildred Jane Baxley, 92, died 
April 20, 2012. She was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother 
and loved her family and friends uncondi-
tionally. She was a faithful member of the 
Columbia First Church for more than 65 
years. In addition to her parents, Richard and 
Emma Jane Martin Baxley, she is preceded 
in death by her husband, S.E. Evans and 
son, Larry Wayne Evans. She is survived by 
son, Frank E. Evans (Mildred) and daughter, 
Audrey Evans Landers (Alvin), five grand-
children; Pamela Jane Landers-Helms (Craig 
Fletcher), Rhonda Evans Dukes (Craig), Ja-
son Landers (Amy White), Stephanie Evans 
Greenhill (Jerry) and Amy Landers May (Jon) 
and nine great-grandchildren.

Jeffcoat, Cora Allie, of Aiken, SC, died 
May 18, 2012. She is survived by her hus-
band, Heyward Jeffcoat; three sons, Charles 
Anthony Raines, Willard Lee Raines and 
Anthony Craig Jeffcoat; one brother, Winslow 
Bickford; two sisters, Mary Lehmann, Mena, 

Arkansas and Barbara 
Sovine, two grandchildren: Nicole Hydrick 
and Tiffany Paul and four great grandchil-
dren: Haley Lowe, Waylon Lowe, Cheyanna 
Hydrick and Jaylen Paul. Mrs. Jeffcoat was 
born in Greenville, SC to the late Ellesworth 
Warren and Allie Bell Payne Bickford. She 
retired from Greenwood Methodist Home as 
a floor secretary and was a member of the 
Aiken Seventh-day Adventist Church.

mcKenney, Raymond Lamar, 91, of 
Aiken, died Tuesday, November 22, 2011 at 
Aiken Regional Medical Centers. A memo-
rial service, with military honors, took place 
on December 18, 2011. Ray was born in 
Augusta, Georgia and enjoyed fishing and 
baseball in his early years. After high school, 
he served in the US Army during World War 
II and the Korean War. He married the now 
late Juanita McNeal McKenney and together 
they raised their family in Aiken. Ray retired 
from Firestone Tire Company and during 
the 80’s he served as the Aiken County Tax 
Assessor. He was known for his smile and 
happy attitude and he will be missed by all 
who knew him. He is survived by a son, 
Larry McKenney, a daughter, Janice Nicola, 
a granddaughter, Kimberly Baer and a great 
grandson, Brock McKenney Baer.

will, Stanley, 94, died May 6, 2012, at 
NHC Healthcare of Scott in Lawrenceburg. 
He was a native of Perry, Okla. and son of 

the late William and 
Rosa Karley Will. He 
was a retired pastor of 
the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church and member 
of Collegedale Church 
of Seventh-day Adven-
tists. For many years he 

worked as a Trust Services representative 
for the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists. He was preceded in death by first 
wife Bennie Beth Will; second wife, Thelma 
Will; and granddaughter Lindsey Will. Sur-
vivors include sons Ken Will and Cliff Will; 
sister Lennice Lohman Scott; five grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren.

wolter, James William, Sr., 85, died 
Feb. 21, 2012, Asheville, NC.  Jim grew up 
along the Huron River three miles outside of 
Ann Arbor. He was baptized into the Luther-
an faith at birth and later re-baptized into the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. During World 
War II, he served as a non-combatant medi-
cal technician in Honolulu. After, he went to 
Emmanuel Missionary College and in 1948 

For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference web site at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
August
Prayer Summit and S. School Workshop 
   at The Cove  ....................  3-5. Asheville.
Pathfinder/Adventurer Leadership ...  24-26
Hispanic Men’s Retreat ............  31-Sept. 3
September
Hispanic Young Adult Retreat ..... 7-9. NPR
Retiree Retreat ....................... 16-20. NPR
ECCM North ................  29. Greenville, NC
ShareHim Boot Camp ...............21-22 NPR
October
ECCM South ............... 6. Summerville, SC
SU Pathfinder Camporee .. 10-14, Kulaqua
Women’s Retreat .....................12-14, NPR
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Men’s Retreat ............................ 9-11, NPR
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Elders Certification ......... 8, Greenville, NC
Ice Skating ...................... 9, Greenville, SC

married his sweetheart Doris Mae Brown. 
They began their ministry in 1951 with their 
first church in Orangeburg, SC. Born during 
this time were James “Jimmy” Wolter, Jr. and 

Judy Wolter. He was 
ordained in Charlotte, 
NC, July 11, 1954. He 
then pastored all over 
the United States. 
In Ontario, CA, they 
started a work study 
Adventist elementary 
school and experienced 

the death of their son Jimmy, age 25. Jim 
conducted the marriage ceremony of Royce 
Bailey and Judy in 1985. He and Doris de-
cided they needed to “retire” and help home 
school their two grand-daughters–Jillionna 
and Josianne, in Fletcher, NC. He served as 
the interim pastor in several churches during 
this time. He lived, breathed and preached 
Adventist truth. He was described as a 
genuine Christian gentleman. For the last 17 
years he has been an active member of the 
Hendersonville, NC, church.
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Prayer Summit
at The Cove

Whether you’re the prayer coordinator for your church or just 
want to spend a weekend enhancing your prayer life, you’ll be 
glad you came to the 2012 Prayer Summit at The Cove. You’ll love 
this beautiful retreat center designed to encourage, refresh and 
empower believers who wish to grow and deepen their faith.

PLUS! Sabbath School Workshop breakout 
sessions will be offered, including a Sabbath 
Morning presentation by Jim Zackrison of the 
General Conference Sabbath School Department.

CoSt:  $299/pp Single or $199/pp Double Occupancy —$79 Commuter Rate  
Includes four meals • Ages 16 and older OnlY  • DEADLINE JULY 20, 2012 

to rEgIStEr: 
(704) 596-3200 • www.carolinasda.org
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