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October 3, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
 
Financial infidelity. This a term that describes a 
myriad of actions, activities and attitudes about 
money hidden from a particular partner. Dr. Bonnie 
Eaker Weil notes in her book Financial Infidelity that 
such phenomenon is the number one destroyer of 
relationships. Many couples feel betrayed by the 
offending partner’s actions done in secret. The 
surprising revelation in reading the book is that many 
people do not see themselves financially unfaithful to 
their partners.  
  
The same pervasive attitude is present in the 
Christian context. In a previous write up we noted that 
one third of active Seventh-day Adventist members 
do not return a faithful tithe. One of the main causes 
for such unfaithfulness was due to plain forgetfulness.  
In the Bible the Lord tells us that not returning His 
tithe and offering is alike to robing God (Malachi 3:8). 
Such a strong statement may be unpalatable. 
Nevertheless, Scripture makes a very strong point 
that some of us are financially unfaithful to God.  
 
Such financial infidelity may have deeper roots than a 
simple case of forgetfulness. Being faithful financially 
to our Lord is a predictor of our long-term relationship 
with Him. Let us remain faithful to Him.  
 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



October 10, 2020 – World Budget 
(Emphasis: NAD Voice of Prophecy) 
 
“Equipping the World for Christ to Come.” The Voice of 
Prophecy exists to proclaim the everlasting gospel of 
Christ—leading people to accept Jesus as their personal 
Savior and nurturing them in preparation for His soon 
return. 
 
A leader in religious broadcasting, the Voice of Prophecy 
focuses on God’s love and heralds the soon return of 
Christ—providing hope to broken people and guidance for 
daily living. Founded in 1929 by H.M.S. Richards, the 
ministry continues today under the leadership of 
Speaker/Director Shawn Boonstra and Associate Speaker 
Jean Boonstra. In 1942, La Voz de la Esperanza began 
broadcasting to bring the gospel to the Spanish-speaking 
world. 
 
The Voice of Prophecy can be heard in nearly three dozen 
languages, and Bible lessons are available in more than 70 
languages. Local Discover Bible Schools have been 
established in more than 2,000 churches across North 
America, with hundreds more around the world. La Voz de 
la Esperanza also has a Bible School with four collections 
of lessons.  
 
As the Voice of Prophecy and La Voz de la Esperanza look 
to the future, they will continue to focus on sharing the love 
of Christ with a hurting world. 
 
Let us support this Christ-centered ministry with our 
resources on this World Budget Sabbath. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



October 17, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
 
The golden rule. Luke 6:31 introduces us to the gold 
standard of behavior toward others. It states that 
whatever you would like from people, you should do 
the same for them first. This is very sound advice. 
Yet, Matthew asks the very poignant question: “if you 
love those who love you, what reward have you?” 
(Matthew 5:46). In other words, if we only offer a 
transactional love and desire something in return, that 
love is meaningless.  
 
In many instances in the Gospels, Jesus teaches His 
followers to love, give, and help unconditionally. 
As a Seventh-day Adventist nonprofit institution, we 
are called to look for opportunities of service to our 
local communities. A parishioner once related a story 
to his pastor about a church. This Adventist church 
became so vital to the lifeblood of the local community 
that, if it were to be relocated without a warning, the 
local community would greatly suffer.  
 
Have we become such indispensable extensions of 
our local communities? Are we serving them 
unconditionally, without any ulterior motives? The 
golden rule states that we are to love as we are loved. 
Jesus goes one step further when He asks us to love 
unconditionally. 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



October 24, 2020 – Carolina Youth      8001 
Investing in our future. Desmond Doss was an 
unassuming army medic often ridiculed for his stance on 
non-violent approaches to military service. His army 
colleagues often threw boots at him when he kneeled for 
prayer. He was called a coward and other names for his 
firm stance as a noncombatant conscientious objector. 
Yet, in 1945, at the Battle of Okinawa, Desmond Doss 
saved the lives of 75 men. He braved enemy fire, 
snipers, and an inhospitable terrain to save lives.  
 
For such valor and courage, he received some of the 
highest military honors. President Harry S. Truman 
awarded Doss the Medal of Honor on October 12, 1945.  
 
This service came at a price. Doss was wounded and 
evacuated from battle. Seventeen pieces of shrapnel 
were present after his gallant rescue missions. For the 
next five-and-a-half years, Doss underwent medical 
treatments that eventually culminated in him losing his 
hearing.  
 
Such an amazing life story reminds us that service 
comes at a price. Jesus Christ Himself offered His life 
for the salvation of humanity. What a beautiful example 
to follow and legacy to remember.  
 
By giving generously to the local Conference Advance, 
we are supporting programs and initiatives that are 
greatly appreciated in our local communities. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



October 31, 2020 Touch a Life at MPA - 8202 
Lunch money. In the communist regime of Romania, 
a teacher felt called by God to teach in a government-
run school. The all-boys boarding academy was no 
picnic for her. She often tried talking to the students 
about Jesus, but was unsuccessful.  
 
The teacher decided to pray for a venue in which God 
would use her to be a witness. She noticed that the 
students’ state-provided school lunches were a bit on 
the light side. This observation impressed her to save 
a little money every month and put it in a special jar. 
When she would hear of a hungry student, the jar 
would be emptied, food would be purchased, and the 
student would be filled.  
 
Soon, news got around in the student body about the 
teacher and her lunch provisions. The teacher rented 
a small house next to the school building. The 
students often walked to her house for food during 
recess. This idea of feeding hungry students became 
a ministry for her with great success.  
 
Three of the students started listening to her stories 
about Jesus. They started reading the Bible and 
engaging in Bible studies. Two were baptized. 
 
What ministry is God calling you to engage in and 
witness with? Do you have a talent and a desire to be 
used by God? God can use you and your talents to 
witness to others.  
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



November 7, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
Is our faithfulness to God first? Ellen G. White 
noted the following: “We are not to consecrate to Him 
what remains of our income after all our real or 
imaginary wants are satisfied; but before any portion 
is consumed, we should set apart that which God has 
specified as His. Many persons will meet all inferior 
demands and dues, and leave to God only the last 
gleanings, if there be any. If not, His cause must wait 
till a more convenient season” (R&H., May 16, 1882). 
 
When we are unfaithful with our tithes and offerings, 
we are sending a message. We send a message 
when we choose to put God and the spreading of the 
Gospel as a secondary or tertiary priority. We send a 
message that His cause must wait. 
 
The plan of salvation was activated and Jesus 
volunteered to die for humanity on the cross. But what 
if He would have said: “I don’t really know about this.” 
Or, “Why don’t we wait a bit and see how this whole 
thing will play out?” Could you imagine if Jesus would 
have chosen to relegate humanity and its salvation as 
non-important?  
 
God placed the salvation of humanity as a first priority 
in His life from the “foundation of the world” according 
to Ephesians 1:4. Let us remain faithful and place 
God first as well by returning His tithes and offerings. 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



November 14, 2020 – World Budget     500 
(Emphasis: Annual Sacrifice for Global Mission)  
Let’s sacrifice. Prem received medical training and 
then chose to live on a small stipend in a remote town 
in India as a Global Mission pioneer. Before Prem 
arrived, there were no Adventists in the region. The 
nearest hospital is several hours away, so pioneer 
Prem uses the talents God has given him to serve the 
town’s sick. He transformed his living room into a 
clinic where he lovingly teaches the locals how to 
adopt a wholistic lifestyle and treats their illnesses. 
Then he prays for the Heavenly Physician to heal and 
bless them. 
 
Through Prem’s compassionate words and actions, 
many of his former patients now come each Sabbath 
to the local church building. 
 
Global Mission pioneers sacrifice much to take Jesus 
to the unreached cities, towns, and villages around 
the world and to put His method of outreach into 
action. The question is, “What are you willing to 
sacrifice to help support them?” 
 
The November 14 Annual Sacrifice Offering is a great 
time to make a special gift to support the work of 
Global Mission pioneers. If you want to help share 
Jesus with unreached people, write “Annual Sacrifice 
Offering” on your tithe envelope. 
 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM 



November 21, 2020 – Local Church Budget 
Let’s give for the right reasons. In 1939, U.S. 
president Franklin D. Roosevelt, at the behest of the 
retail lobby, decided to change the American* 
Thanksgiving Day from its traditional date to one 
week earlier. The retail community was worried that 
the short shopping season would have a negative 
effect on the still fragile economy, and the president 
was trying to help stimulate it. Several states 
celebrated the original Thanksgiving Day. About half 
of the states decided to keep the new, earlier version 
of the holiday. Disruption, confusion, and acrimony 
led Congress to pass a law that cemented 
Thanksgiving Day to its original fourth Thursday of 
November. 
 
In the spirit of Thanksgiving Day, let us recount all of 
the blessings that we have received from God in this 
past year. And when we sit and plan our systematic 
giving to our local church, let us remember to give for 
the right reasons. Let us give with a grateful heart. 
Scripture tells us that God “loves a cheerful giver” (2 
Corinthians 9:7). 
 
Today our offering goes to the local church budget. 
When we give for the right reasons, cheerfully, with a 
love-filled heart, God will bless us abundantly.  
 
*Thanksgiving is celebrated in Canada on the second 
Monday in October. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



November 28, 2020 – Carolina Youth  8001  
When we stop and serve, others go to camp. Ed 
Horan of Lewistown, Montana, was hurrying to visit a 
sick person. When he was just about to enter the 
house, a young teen with a sad demeanor walked 
toward him on the sidewalk. Ed felt impressed to stop 
and ask the teen what was wrong. They chatted for a 
minute, and Ed realized that the teen was blind.  
 
Anthony lost his eyesight in an unfortunate sledding 
accident and his life changed drastically. He was 
legally blind. Ed talked with the young man and 
informed him that there was a summer camp taking 
place for young people with disabilities. This camp 
was sponsored by private donations and the local 
conference. Within three days, Anthony was enjoying 
summer camp with other young people.  
 
This miracle took place because one person listened 
to that ever-still voice of the Holy Spirit. He stopped, 
he cared, and he engaged in a conversation with a 
stranger. 
Do we care? Do we stop? Do we ask other people 
about their days or weeks? It can be intimidating at 
times. Yet we must remember that all of us carry 
burdens. Most of us have issues. And all of us can 
become opportunities for service.  
 
Let us ask God for such opportunities to serve. When 
we serve, we better other people’s lives. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



December 5, 2020 – Local Church Budget  
 
Consumerism or service? December is accompanied 
by holiday shopping anxiety for some of us. The holiday 
season implies spending and keeping up with 
“standards” that are self-imposed or copied from the 
proverbial Joneses. In November 2018, the American 
Research Group, Inc., noted that the average American 
would spend $992 on holiday gifts. This number was up 
from the previous year ($983 in 2017). Single-item 
purchases are becoming more expensive and larger. 
 
But something is changing. Consumers are getting 
fatigued with the constant drumbeat of spend, spend, 
spend. Movements are springing up around the idea of 
consuming less and living more affordably. From tiny 
houses to skipping gifting entirely, our society is shifting 
priorities. More and more people are treasuring 
experiences, family, and opportunities to serve instead 
of purchasing objects with an arbitrarily inflated value.  
 
The Bible reminds us that “where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Before the 
holiday season begins, let us resolve to focus on 
people, needs, and opportunities to serve. Let us seek 
those in need in our local communities and cherish the 
opportunities God puts in our way. We have a choice: 
We can continue to be consumers, or we can be 
providers of vital services for those vulnerable and in 
need. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



December 12, 2020 – World Budget  500 
(Emphasis: NAD Adventist Community Services) 
You meet the most wonderful people. Jason Morgan 
and his wife retired from the Air Force after 27 years of 
service. Jason served as bodyguard to Four-star 
Generals and was also involved in other sensitive 
military tasks all around the world. They recently 
moved into the same neighborhood as Patty Marsh, 
Upper Columbia Conference Director of ACS, 
Adventist Community Services. 
 
Patty and her husband, Larry, met them while on their 
walk as the couple was moving in. Somewhere in the 
conversation Jason mentioned that he loved to knit 
winter caps. Patty came up with a wonderful idea of 
utilizing his creative skills to knit winter caps for the 
kids at STEAM Ahead and the Spokane Better Living 
Center Food Pantry in Washington. 
 
Jason was so grateful for this opportunity and thanked 
Patty for providing places for him to share his 
handiwork. Patty stated, “You meet the most 
wonderful people as you give your best to bless 
others.” 
 
By supporting ACS, you can make a lasting impact in 
your community, whether it’s by volunteering your 
time or donating goods and financial contributions.  
 
—Wynelle Stevens is Ass Director at Adventist Community 
Services. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



December 19, 2020 - Local Church Budget 
 
Accessory to a miracle. On December 22, Lauren 
heard that her father needed emergency open-heart 
surgery. He lived in Europe, but Lauren was in the 
States. To fly to Europe on short notice was prohibitively 
expensive. An expired passport was also a concern. Her 
desire was to take her young daughter, Sabine, on this 
trip. The least expensive tickets were $1,200. She 
needed two. Lauren prayed. 
 
On Sabbath, Lauren and her family continued to pray. 
Church members formed a circle of prayer. And the 
miracles came.  
 
First, the passport was renewed in just a few days. 
Second, a sister in the local church felt impressed to 
send a check for $1,000 to Lauren. (It was mailed before 
the Sabbath on which the family prayed for a miracle.) 
Third, Lauren discovered that she had enough reward 
points to purchase a ticket. Fourth, Delta was informed 
of the story behind the short notice trip and discounted 
the second ticket to $731.  
 
Lauren broke down with tears in her eyes and related 
the story of these miracles to her father. He also was 
touched by God’s kindness. The following Sabbath he 
made amends with God and took part in communion.  
 
This miracle was possible because ordinary people 
decided to serve others. When we give to the local 
church budget, we too become accessories to miracles. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



December 26, 2020 – Carolina Youth 8001 
 
Life is short—define your priorities. A pastor had a 
large, white rectangular board in his office. A timeline 
starting with his date of birth and presumed date of 
death (based on Social Security actuarial statistics) 
was drawn at the top of the board. The pastor was 42. 
He presumed based on his family health background 
that his imminent death would occur at around his 75th 
year of life. Statistically speaking, he only had 32 
years of life left. He also assumed that the last 10 
years of his life would be riddled with medical issues 
and, thus, the quality of his life would be lessened. In 
short, he only had 22 years of quality life left.  
 
If other variables such as accidents, strokes, and 
heart attacks would not occur, this pastor could have 
22 years of opportunities to make a meaningful life for 
himself, for his family, and for the local community in 
which he lives. (Of course, God ultimately determines 
when we die.) 
 
We have to give it to him. He was very intentional 
about his remaining life. Can we say the same about 
ours? Have we thought about how we are to live out 
the remaining time of our lives? What are our 
priorities? Where do we spend most of our time, 
resources, and energies? Is God part of it at all? This 
year, 2020 is ending. Let us give liberally. Let us give 
as if God is the most important aspect of our lives. 
 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



Tips for a Successful Offering Appeal 
 
1. Pray 
Your attitude is of utmost importance. An offering appeal presented 
with a pre-season of prayer is always more effective. People in the 
pews will know the difference and respond accordingly. With an 
attitude of gratitude, calling for the offering is always a privilege for 
which to be thankful. 
 
2. Practice 
Read the script out loud several times and stay with the script until 
the reading comes naturally. If possible, stand in the church location 
and read the script with the microphone on. Take courage, you will 
gain experience over time and eventually come to wonder why it 
seemed so hard at first. 
 
3. Appreciate your audience 
Realize that they want you to succeed. Relax as best you can! We 
are all in this together. 
 
4. Visualize yourself giving the offering appeal 
Smile! Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear and 
confident. Visualize the congregation smiling and pleased with your 
presentation. This will boost your confidence as they approvingly 
smile. 
 
5. Know and share your material 
Make sure you fully understand and share how the designated 
offering will be used. Give everyone a reason to help support the 
designated offering. 
 
6. Do not apologize for any nervousness or problem. 
Being nervous is natural. No one but you have to know. Do not allow 
yourself to focus on your anxiety, but rather focus on your message 
and audience. They will never suspect you are not a public-speaking 
pro! 
 


