
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Offering Appeals 
4th Quarter 2019 

Treasurer’s Copy 

Please store this booklet in the pulpit. 



October 5 - Local Church Budget 
 
Tornado!  Some of us have seen major disasters and 
lived to tell about it. On June 8, 1953, the west side of 
Cleveland, Ohio, was hit by a major tornado. Pastor James 
Hoffer was a teenager at the time. The Hoffers’ house was 
not seriously affected, other than a two-by-four sticking 
through the roof, a garage leaning almost off its 
foundation, and a yard full of glass shards. But houses 
down the street were completely destroyed, and 
neighborhood after neighborhood looked like a war zone. 
A baby near us was picked right out of her crib and 
smashed against a wall. All in all, many either died or were 
hurt. 
 
The signs had been there—an eerie greenish hue to the 
sky, followed by golf-ball-sized hail and a massive storm. 
Fortunately, the Hoffer family was safe and sound as they 
fled to the basement. 
Then, three years later a fire caused serious damage, and 
the same family had to move out into rented quarters for 
several months. 
 
Our possessions are precious to us, but in perilous times 
our lives are of much more value. What value do you place 
on your possessions, your home, your vehicles, your 
income?  
 
Jesus is coming soon. Let us send our wealth on ahead to 
His kingdom. Today, we’re investing in His kingdom by 
giving to the Local Church Budget. 
 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF HIM! 



October 12 – World Budget                  500 
 
Voice of Prophecy – La Voz de la Esperanza 
 
Radio Ministries. The Voice of Prophecy exists to 
proclaim the everlasting gospel of Christ—leading 
people to accept Jesus as their Lord and personal 
Savior and nurturing them in preparation for His soon 
return. 
 
A leader in religious broadcasting for more than 88 years, 
the Voice of Prophecy focuses on God's love and heralds 
the soon return of Christ—providing hope to broken people 
and guidance for daily living. Founded in 1929 by H.M.S. 
Richards, the ministry continues today under the 
leadership of Speaker/Director Shawn Boonstra and 
Associate Speaker Jean Boonstra. 
 
The Voice of Prophecy can be heard in nearly three dozen 
languages, and Bible lessons are available in more than 
70 languages. Local Discover Bible Schools have been 
established in 2,400 churches across North America, with 
hundreds more around the world. And humanitarian 
projects in countries such as India and Myanmar are 
meeting physical as well as spiritual needs. As the Voice of 
Prophecy looks to the future, it will continue to focus on 
sharing the love of Christ with a hurting world.—from the 
Voice of Prophecy website, 
https://www.voiceofprophecy.com/about 
   
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 

HIM! 

https://www.voiceofprophecy.com/about


October 19- Local Church Budget 
 
Working for Jesus. There is nothing in this world more 
wonderful than working for Jesus! This can be done 
vicariously, sustaining other workers with your prayers, 
offerings, and words of encouragement. But even more 
wonderful is to become a soul-winner yourself. 
 
Perhaps you are picturing someone knocking on doors or 
preaching, and you can’t see yourself in that picture. 
However, there are many more ways to win souls, and at 
least one of them is suited to you and your individual 
personality and gifts. 
 
It can begin right in church, within the four walls of the 
building. How about this for a starter: “Everyone a greeter.” 
Yes, we have our officially appointed greeters, and they do 
a wonderful job. But it was never meant for the rest of us to 
just fade into the woodwork. Each one of us should make a 
point of giving a friendly greeting to both visitors and fellow 
members. We should be proactive and intentional. And, 
where possible, even invite them to our homes for a 
fellowship meal, or sit with them in church. 
 
Instead of viewing church passively, we should think of it 
as an evangelistic tool; it exists to draw the lost into our 
fellowship, rather than being an exclusive club for our 
members. Let us faithfully give our tithes and offerings but 
let us also give of ourselves! 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 



October 26 – Carolina Youth                 8001 
 
Dubious bargains. Have you noticed how things 
in the store are getting smaller and smaller, but their 
price remains the same? That the new “gallon” of ice 
cream is something like 56 ounces, and the candy 
bars have shrunk but the price hasn’t? 

Have you noticed how early the stores are pushing all 
the holidays—putting out the Christmas merchandise 
even before Thanksgiving, the Valentine merchandise 
in early January, followed in quick succession by the 
Easter stuff?  

Do you know why gum and candy and magazines are 
featured as you walk through the checkout line? And 
why a half-hour television program is 15 minutes of 
content and 15 minutes of commercials? 

Welcome to the world of materialism, where 
consumers are victimized every day, and their likes 
and dislikes are even tracked by company computers. 

It would seem to us that a big part of Christian 
stewardship should be smart shopping and 
awareness of the tricks of the trade; cutting back on, 
or even cutting up, our credit cards; and avoiding debt 
by not spending money we don’t have.  



Today’s offering is for Carolina Youth. Rather than 
spend money we don’t have, let’s invest what we do 
have in God’s kingdom.  

 
IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 

HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 2 – Local Church Budget 
   

Divine counsel. “God is the source of life and 
light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from 
the sun, like the streams of water bursting from a 
living spring, blessings flow out from Him to all His 
creatures. And wherever the life of God is in the 
hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and 
blessing…. 
 
“So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ 
will be ready to make any sacrifice that others for 
whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will 
do all they can to make the world better for their stay 
in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly 
converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than 
there is born in his heart a desire to make known to 
others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; 
the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in 
his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of 
Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling 
Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace. If we 
have tasted and seen that the Lord is good we shall 
have something to tell. Like Philip when he found the 
Saviour, we shall invite others into His presence. We 
shall seek to present to them the attractions of Christ 
and the unseen realities of the world to come. There 
will be an intensity of desire to follow in the path that 
Jesus trod.”—Steps to Christ, pp. 77, 78. 
 



Your giving today will help our church family remain 
a godly presence to those in our community. 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 9 - World Budget                    500 
 
Emphasis: Annual Sacrifice Global Mission                 
 
Veteran’s Day. Today we give special honor to our 
military veterans-those who have put their lives on the 
line to ensure our freedom. Whether in times of war or 
times of peace, our military are there for us, protecting 
our shores and skies. 

As we ponder that, let’s also remember that each one 
here is engaged in a fierce battle, a battle called “the 
great controversy,” or, the struggle between good and 
evil. We already know from the Bible Who will win this 
battle, but until such a time we are living in an 
embattled world. 

We have many “soldiers” among us as well. They are 
our Global Mission pioneers, enlarging the frontiers of 
the spiritual world. 

Global Mission is the frontline arm of Adventist 
Mission, an office of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church’s world headquarters. The organization sends 
volunteer missionaries, typically for one or two years, 
to reach people in areas of the world where there are 
no Seventh-day Adventist members. Together, Global 
Mission pioneers and cross-cultural Seventh-day 
Adventist missionaries are working to “Tell the World” 



about the love of Christ in some of the hardest-to-
reach places in the world. 

Let’s give them our support today. And above all, let 
us uphold them in prayer. 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 16 – Local Church Budget 
 

Rescued! The Hagerstown Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Maryland has had an annual tradition: a 
fund-raising yard sale for the public. Members and 
others donate items, some provide baked goods for 
sale, and the proceeds go for a special church 
project. 

The venue for the sale has always been a prominent 
location along the main road through town, known as 
Dual Highway or Route 40. The lot slopes gently 
down to the road. The church chose that vacant lot so 
that the many passers-by would notice it. 

At one of these sales a few years ago, a folding table 
was displayed children’s items, including a large 
inflated rubber ball. Of course, that caught the eye of 
a three-year old boy. He grabbed it and began kicking 
it around the area. Unfortunately, as it rolled toward 
the highway the little boy was scampering after it. 
Most everyone was preoccupied at the time and did 
not notice the potential tragedy. Just then, the pastor 
saw this out of the corner of his eye and yelled “Stop!” 
in his loudest voice. Fortunately, the child stopped just 
in time, and the ball rolled out right in front of a rapidly 
passing car and was demolished. 

That little boy is now a handsome young man in his 
twenties. You may not rescue one of our youth in 



such a dramatic fashion, but you can rescue some 
today, young and old, by your faithful giving. 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 23, 2019 – Carolina Youth         8001 
 
Working together for Christ. The disciples 
were all so different! Can you imagine the “motley 
crew” that faced Jesus as He stood before them, or 
sat among them, day by day? Even Judas was 
accepted into the group. And foot-in-his-mouth Peter. 
And doubting Thomas. And introverted Andrew. 

And then, even after Jesus ascended into heaven, 
they still had their differences. The book of Acts 
reveals more than one occasion when there was 
strong disagreement among them over various 
issues. But they still worked together, and great things 
were accomplished for Christ and the advancement of 
His kingdom. 

It is still the same today. I’m so glad everyone doesn’t 
think just like me! Of course, sometimes it is 
frustrating, but mostly it is a great learning 
experience. And it causes one to marvel over the 
greatness and goodness of God; a God who lives and 
thrives on variety and diversity. Among other things, 
the church is God’s great social experiment! If it can’t 
work here, it can’t work anywhere. He has given us 
different personalities, thought patterns, and 
backgrounds. 

What do I need to help make it happen? Let’s start 
with a dose of patience, love, and above all 
forgiveness. Next, for the sake of the kingdom, let us 



submerge our will in the will of God, asking Him to 
help us to be more kind and compassionate with 
others. Lastly, let us give of ourselves and our means 
for Carolina Youth! 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL 
OF HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



November 30, 2019 –                                  8002 
Carolina Evangelism  
 
Thanksgiving. In 1918, a Minnesota photographer 
heard a knock at his door. He opened the door and 
found a poor, elderly peddler standing there with a 
few articles to sell. The photographer, Eric Enstrom, 
said, “I am just ready to sit down at the table for 
dinner. Won’t you come in and join me?” 

The shy, aged peddler hesitantly stepped into the 
house and soon was seated at the table. Then 
Enstrom’s mind lit up with a creative idea. “Before we 
eat our meal,” he said, “would you kindly pose over 
here at the smaller table?” The peddler was happy to 
cooperate with this man who had shown him such 
warm-hearted, Scandinavian hospitality. 

Enstrom placed the elderly man before a small table 
on which was placed a large family Bible and on it a 
pair of spectacles. Beside the Bible, the photographer 
set a bowl of gruel, a loaf of bread, and a knife. 
“There,” he sighed with artistic satisfaction, “and now 
will you bow your head in prayer?” 

The peddler did not need any coaching when it came 
to the matter of prayer. He folded his calloused hands 
together, rested his forehead on his thumbs, and 
silently returned thanks for the food set before him. 
When Mr. Enstrom developed the negative, he knew 



he had a very special picture—one that many of you 
have probably owned. It seemed to say, “This man 
does not have much of earthly goods, but he has 
more than most people—he has a thankful heart!” 

Be thankful today as we have an opportunity to 
support Carolina Evangelism with our offerings. 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL 
OF HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 7– Local Church Budget 
 
Spiritual Frostbite. Frostbite is dangerous. As the 
mercury dips below the freezing mark, we must take 
extra precautions to keep our extremities warm. 
Spiritual frostbite is even more dangerous, as it can 
cause eternal damage. We have all been exposed to 
spiritual coldness at times, so we need to protect 
ourselves. The symptoms of spiritual frostbite in the 
church are the same as physical frostbite: 

1. You begin to feel extreme coldness. We usually 
think it’s everyone else who is cold. So, we think the 
church is not as friendly as it once was. The choir is 
not as good, and the message was cold and empty. 
Brother Tom didn’t shake my hand today, etc. 

2. The sensation of tingling takes place. You still have 
some spiritual memories of warmer days. Oh yes, 
once in a while you get a warm feeling, but you notice 
you don’t respond as quickly as you used to; you 
begin to slow down. 

3. Numbness begins to set in. There’s no longer a 
concern for lost souls to be saved or much time for 
Bible study. You say the church needs a revival. The 
people just don’t care anymore. Someone needs to 
do something—someone else, that is! 



4. Then comes the loss of all feeling. Spiritual frostbite 
has taken its toll. Now you need to visit the Great 
Physician and let Him examine your heart. 

Let us prepare to avoid physical and spiritual frostbite 
by faithfully supporting our local church budget.  

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 14 – World Budget        500 
 
Emphasis: Adventist Community Services 
 
What will you find? Jim Smith went to church 
one Sabbath morning. He heard the organist miss a 
note during the prelude and he winced. He saw a 
teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be 
bowed in silent prayer. He thought the deacon was 
watching to see what he put in the offering plate and it 
made him boil. He caught five grammatical errors in 
the sermon. As he slipped out through the side door 
during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, 
“Never again! What a bunch of clods and hypocrites!” 

Ron Jones went to church one Sabbath morning. He 
heard the organist play an arrangement of “A Mighty 
Fortress,” and he thrilled to the majesty of it. He heard 
a young girl take a moment in the service to speak of 
the difference her faith makes in her life. He was glad 
to see that his church was sharing in a special 
offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He 
especially appreciated the sermon that Sabbath—it 
answered a question that had bothered him for a long 
time. He thought, as he walked out the doors of the 
church, “How can a man enter this place and not feel 
the presence of God?” 



Both men went to the same church on the same 
Sabbath morning. Each found what he was looking 
for. What are you finding this Sabbath? 

Let us give faithfully today, and especially uphold the 
work of our Carolina Conference community service 
organization. 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 21 – Local Church Budget 
  

The Christmas tree. Pastor James Hoffer reports: 
Several years ago, when I was pastoring a church in 
Michigan, I re-baptized a godly lady who in earlier 
years had been a faithful member but had fallen 
away. All went well until Christmas rolled around, and 
she learned that the decorating committee was going 
to place a Christmas tree in the sanctuary. She 
strongly objected and said she would not be returning 
to church until January. Sure enough, when January 
came she was back on a regular basis—until the 
following December! But we respected her opinion. 
We certainly don’t have to think alike on every issue. 

Does Ellen White say anything about this? Yes, she 
does: “God would be well pleased if 
on Christmas each church would have a Christmas 
tree on which shall be hung offerings, great and small, 
for these houses of worship. Letters of inquiry have 
come to us asking, Shall we have a Christmas tree? 
Will it not be like the world? We answer, you can 
make it like the world if you have a disposition to do 
so, or you can make it as unlike the world as possible. 
There is no particular sin in selecting a fragrant 
evergreen and placing it in our churches, but the sin 
lies in the motive which prompts to action and the use 
which is made of the gifts placed upon the tree”—
Adventist Home, p.  482. 



Whether or not we have a Christmas tree in our 
church, let us bring our special gifts to Jesus today. 

Our offering today is for local church budget, so give a 
gift of thanksgiving! 

 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 28 – Carolina Youth              8001 
 
Wrapping it up. As 2019 draws to its close, and 2020 
is awaiting us just around the corner, let us take a few 
moments to reflect on the past and peek into the 
future. 

On a personal level, did I grow closer to Jesus this 
year? Did I speak to someone about Jesus and about 
our wonderful Adventist message? Did God bring me 
through a difficult time or two? Did our church reach 
out into the community, and did we experience 
growth? Was I faithful to the Lord in reading my Bible, 
returning a faithful tithe, and giving generous 
offerings? Or do I need to do some catching up? 

During 2020, we are no doubt going to hear about 
having 20-20 vision, a vision for what God can do for 
us individually, and for us as a local church and our 
denomination. It’s time to dream of what God can do 
in and through our Carolina Youth in the New Year. 

And 2020 is a General Conference year. We would 
strongly encourage each one to make plans to attend 
at least part of the session in Indianapolis, June 25 to 
July 4. There is nothing like sharing ourselves with 
our brothers and sisters from around the world. It 
affords an awesome, up-close-and-personal view of 
the universal scope of the Adventist Church like 
nothing else. 



Today is the final Sabbath opportunity this year to 
bless the Lord with our faithful financial stewardship 
for Carolina Youth. Will you participate? 

IT IS ALL OF US IN RESPONSE TO ALL OF 
HIM! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tips for a Successful Offering Appeal 
 
1. Pray 
Your attitude is of utmost importance. An offering appeal presented 
with a pre-season of prayer is always more effective. People in the 
pews will know the difference and respond accordingly. With an 
attitude of gratitude, calling for the offering is always a privilege for 
which to be thankful. 
 
2. Practice 
Read the script out loud several times and stay with the script until 
the reading comes naturally. If possible, stand in the church location 
and read the script with the microphone on. Take courage, you will 
gain experience over time and eventually come to wonder why it 
seemed so hard at first. 
 
3. Appreciate your audience 
Realize that they want you to succeed. Relax as best you can! We 
are all in this together. 
 
4. Visualize yourself giving the offering appeal 
Smile! Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear and 
confident. Visualize the congregation smiling and pleased with your 
presentation. This will boost your confidence as they approvingly 
smile. 
 
5. Know your material 
Make sure you fully understand how the designated offering will be 
used. Give everyone a reason to help support the designated 
offering. 
 
6. Do not apologize for any nervousness or problem. 
Being nervous is natural. No one but you has to know. Do not allow 
yourself to focus on your anxiety, but rather focus on your message 
and audience. They will never suspect you are not a public-speaking 
pro! 


