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Encountering
the Divine Hispanic Men’s Retreat 

brings a time of prayer 
and reflection.



By now much of the Adven-
tist world, especially in 

North America,  is aware of the 
action taken in July and August re-
spectively by the Columbia Union 
Conference and most recently in 
the Pacific Union Conference. This 
action was to ordain women into 
the gospel ministry despite the 
pleas from our General Conference 
president, Elder Ted N.C. Wilson, 
to refrain from such an action 
which, he felt would jeopardize the 

unity of the church.
In anticipation of these forth-

coming actions, our eight confer-
ence presidents in collaboration 
with the leadership of the Southern 
Union, after prayerful and thought-
ful discussion, recommended the 
following statement to be adopted 
by its Executive Committee:

Whereas the Southern Union 

Conference recognizes itself as                                                   
an integral part of the Seventh-
day Adventist World Church,                                                            
it is therefore resolved:

The Southern Union Conference, 
following the scriptural mandate                                               
of the priesthood of all believers, 
intentionally chooses to continue                                                 
its long-held commitment to sup-
porting, encouraging, empowering,                                                
and celebrating the involvement 
of women in ministry. However, 
we will do so only in harmony 

with the Seventh-
day Adventist World                                         
Church as expressed 
by actions taken 
during the General 
Conference in busi-
ness session.

I am truly grateful 
for and supportive of 
this position.

It is not my intent to 
denigrate the decisions 
made by our sister 
organizations of the 
Mid-America Union 
Executive Committee 
or the special con-

stituency sessions of the Columbia 
Union and Pacific Union. The issue 
regarding the ordination of women 
will most likely never be resolved 
on earth – because we truly have 
a diversity of opinions and views 
on the matter. Our interpretation of 
passages of Scripture and state-
ments in the Spirit of Prophecy 
regarding this matter will most 

likely never result in a uniformity 
of practice or policy within the 
church. From my study of the 
scriptures and the counsels of Ellen 
White, I do not believe that this is 
a moral issue. Rather, it is a com-
plex matter for which we do not 
have a clear “Thus saith the Lord.” 
I believe there would be value in 
the development of a clearer theo-
logical understanding of the entire 
concept of ordination.

I base my premise upon two 
primary sources: The sacred Scrip-
tures and the Spirit of Prophecy.

There is one main passage that 
deals with the priesthood of all be-
lievers. It is as follows: “You also, 
as living stones, are being built 
up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ … But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous 
light. “ I Peter 2: 5-9.

Here’s what Ellen White had to 
say regarding the matter of ordina-
tion: “The Saviour’s commission 
to the disciples included all the 
believers [Men & Women]. It in-
cludes all believers in Christ [Men 
& Women] to the end of time. It 
is a fatal mistake to suppose that 
the work of saving souls depends 
alone on the ordained minister. 

  From the 
President’s Pen

“One Calling”

Continued on page 4 . . .

by Leslie D. Louis, Carolina Conference President
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Featured Story

Divine inspira-
tion…burdens 

lifted… friendship… 
These are just a few 
of the blessings nearly 200 men 
encountered at the recent Caro-
lina Conference Hispanic Men’s 
Retreat, Aug. 31-Sept. 2. The 
surroundings were soothing, the 
activities engaging, and hearts were 
changed. Simply put, the men were 
able to experience the support and 
camaraderie of other men as they 
discovered who God is in their life.

One such man, Pedro Gonzalez, 
attended the retreat this year as a 
musical guest. When it comes to his 
gift of music and passion for shar-
ing Jesus with others, Pedro firmly 
believes there are certain powers on 
his side. They’re not a wonderfully 
kept secret or something only a few 
people can receive—We all have 
access to these powers. “The power 
of prayer, the power of scripture, 
which penetrates even to the bone 
marrow, and the power of good 

music, which penetrates the heart,” 
revealed Pedro. 

He shares that an evangelist 
asked Pedro and his wife to visit a 

nearby family of former Adventists 
in their country of Mexico. For 
several weeks Pedro and his wife 
spent time with Max, Marbelys and 
their two sons. Marbelys’ brother, 
Joel, declined their invitation, 

even though he lived next door. As 
the study group continued pray-
ing, singing and reading the Bible, 
the thin walls of that townhouse 
allowed the voice of the Holy 
Spirit to ring through, and the wall 
that surrounded Joel’s heart came 
crumbling down.  He was the first 
in the family to be baptized! Later, 
Marbelys and her two sons made 
the same decision. 

It wasn’t until the retreat, how-
ever, that Pedro’s testimony was 
complete. To his surprise, Mar-
belys’ husband Max showed up and 
told Pedro he was ready to join his 
family and be baptized!

Men, please plan to attend the 
Men’s Ministry retreat November 
9-11. This year’s theme for our men 
is “The Priesthood.” As in Pedro’s 
story, God will bless you to be a 
leader, a disciple or positive influ-
ence when you connect your efforts 
and lifestyle with Jesus Christ and 
have an encounter with the Divine. 

by Jacquie Pinder

Encountering
the Divine

Hispanic Men’s Retreat brings a 
time of prayer and reflection.

Weekend speaker, Iván Omaña, shares 
the message.
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One Calling continued from page 2

All [Men & Women] to whom 
the heavenly inspiration has come 
are put in trust with the gospel. 
All [Men & Women] who receive 
the life of Christ are ordained to 
work for the salva-
tion of their fel-
low men. For this 
work the church 
was established, 
and all [Men & 
Women] who take 
upon themselves 
its sacred vows are 
thereby pledged to 
be co-workers with 
Christ.” Desire of Ages, Page 822 
[Understood insertions]. 

The arch enemy of God’s church 
realizes that as long as he can 
divide us on a host of issues such 
as this, he is gaining the advan-
tage. The history of Protestantism, 
especially, is the story of dispute, 
disagreement, and division. Sadly 
that division is being introduced 

into His remnant people – we who 
have been called to proclaim the 
everlasting gospel to every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people with 
the urgency of the three angels’ 
messages of warning and invita-
tion.

In Ephesians the fourth chapter 
Paul begins with a 
strong appeal. “As a 
prisoner for the Lord, 
then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of 
the calling you have 
received.” The Greek 
verb parakaleo is 
translated in the Eng-
lish word “urge” in 
the NIV, “beseech” in 

the KJV, and “beg” in the NRSV. 
From the sacred writings of Paul 
in Ephesians 4, we as Seventh-day 
Adventists have a calling – one 
calling. He pleads with us to live 
lives that are worthy or deserving 
of that calling. How? He goes on 
to explain. In verse 2 – by being 
humble, gentle, patient, and treat-
ing each other with love. In verse 

3 – by making a conscientious ef-
fort to remain united and peaceful 
through the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit. In verse 4 we are 
reminded that we are one body and 
that we were called to one hope.

As Adventists, it’s okay to have 
differences. That’s the way we 
were created, not cloned. Our dif-
ferences are not the problem. What 
really matters is how we handle 
those differences and maintain 
a unity in the face of all sorts of 
situations and obstacles that Satan 
places in our path to distract us 
from our calling. As God’s servant 
leader for His remnant church in 
the Carolinas, I join Paul in urg-
ing, appealing and begging you to 
strive to keep His church united, 
unified, and whole. 

Leslie D. Louis
President
A servant leader for the Lord

Witnessing Labs
What does it mean to witness? 

How is it done? What should I 
do if I don’t know the answer to 
a question? What if I’m nervous?

To answer some of these ques-
tions, the members of the An-
derson Church have developed 
a program called “Witnessing 
Labs.” They use Biblical princi-
ples to help each person develop 
an intentional and individual 
style of personal evangelism. 
They first practice on each other, 
then go out to share with the 
community. 

Pastor Kevin Pires has led out 
in the program, helping attendees 
identify the different dynam-
ics of witnessing. They then are 
invited to write and 
share their personal 
testimony, which 
allows them to build 
confidence and moti-
vation.

So what is wit-
nessing? It is sharing 
what you have seen 
and Who you know 
with others! YOU, 
too, can witness for 

Jesus! Share what He has done 
for you!

by Karen Pires
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Children’s Evangelism at 
Greenville North

“Mommy, can I go to the meet-
ing? Please?” 

“Daddy, please 
write ‘I love Jesus’ 
here for me. I can’t 
go to sleep until you 
write it.” 

These were the 
comments of children 
during the evangelistic 
meetings held just for 
them at the Green-
ville, NC, church by 
the Pathfinder teens 
while their parents at-
tended the adult series 
led by Dale Pollet.

What started as a 
plan to complete a 
spiritual development 
requirement for the 
Master Guide class 
grew to include all 
of the teens in the 
Greenville North Stars 
Pathfinder Club. Pas-
tor Jonathan Edwards 
encouraged the youth 
to participate and 
found the Truth 4 Youth evangelism 
program for them to present. The 
older Pathfinder youth; Daisy Hall, 

Emily Bartlett and Ethe Mganga 
presented the exciting, 26-part se-
ries on church beliefs. The younger 
Pathfinder teens; Brychan Hall, 
Lika Mganga, Mekaela Pridgen 

and Tryanna James 
presented the interac-
tive 13-part health 
program. Others 
helped with the crafts: 
Jeleina Autele, Lalya 
Alvarado, Margaret 
Pio, Rendy Bertrand, 
Thomas Bartlett, and 
Tyler Wise. 

With parental guid-
ance and support, 
these teens presented 
the powerful message. 
In each presentation 
the children learned 
choices they can make 
to serve Jesus. The 
children sang beauti-
ful songs, learned a 
new scripture from a 
beautifully-illustrated 
memory verse card 
and constructed a 
craft that reinforced 
the night’s message. 
They also learned 

a health principle or watched an 
amazing nature video. Using a 

fun, interactive, game-filled 
presentation, the health message 
explained how to take good care of 
your body. Prizes were awarded to 
those who had learned their mem-
ory verse, brought a friend or were 
obedient during the meeting.  

The result of these exciting meet-
ings? Each night the children took 
turns getting up to tell the class how 
they had shared their memory verse 
with daddy, or how they shared the 
message they had learned with a 
friend at school, or how they were 
no longer afraid of storms. The 
children are now breathing deeply, 
jumping rope to keep in shape, 
choosing healthier foods and pro-
tecting their bodies from harmful 
substances. And best of all—every 
one of these children decided they 
want to get baptized when they are 
older! There are four 10-year-old’s 
who will be getting baptized very 
soon and over 20 others who will 
be continually nurtured by their 
parents and church family. Some of 
them are new church members! Just 
a week ago I was asked,  “When 
will we have meetings again?” 
Truly children can choose. Let us 
bring them to Jesus. 

by Judy Bartlett. Photos contributed.
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Asheboro Spanish Organized 
for the Second Time

Yes, on July 21, Asheboro 
Spanish Church was organized as 
a Company in the Carolina Con-
ference . . . again! How did this 
happen? 

Well, back in 2002 Asheboro 
Spanish was organized as a com-

pany, and in 2004 was recognized 
as an official church.  They had 
grown and decided they needed to 
purchase their own facility instead 
of renting. But in looking for a 
location, they made the decision 
to purchase in Biscoe, NC.  That 

left Asheboro once again with no 
Adventist presence.

But recently, the members who 
live in Asheboro decided to go 
back and start a new group! They 
worked fervently with Pastor Julio 
Flores, and later with Pastor Moi-
ses Sauza to bring new worship-
pers to their new group.  

This time, the Company was 
organized again with almost 40 
members!  There was even a 
couple baptized on this special day.

And the momentum hasn’t 
stopped. The members continue to 
work hard, now with the goal to 
become a church.  

The light is still shining in Ashe-
boro, North Carolina!  

by Mary Romero

Carolina Action
issue 1, 2011

Miracle at Camp Meeting
The Isabella Pakula Story

A young girl was in pain for 
14 months without relief. Pain 
medication was like drinking 
water to her. The doctors didn’t 
know what to do, and even 
prayers and anointings seemed 
to make no 
difference. But 
then, at Lake 
Junaluska Camp 
Meeting . . . 

Watch the 
video at www.
carolinasda.org.

Cornerstone’s New Pastor! 
The members of the Cor-

nerstone Adventist Church in 
Rockingham, NC, have been 
praying that God’s will be done 
regarding a new pastor. Now a 
grateful congregation believes 
the Lord has answered their 
prayers in the person of Pastor 
Jose A. Rivera (Fredy). Pastor 
Rivera and his wife, Magdale-
na, (Maggie), were introduced 
to Cornerstone on August 18 
by Pastor Samuel Romero, 
Director of Hispanic Ministries 
for the Carolina Conference.

A minister with over 33 years 
of pastoral experience, Pastor 
Rivera served for 13 years in 
the West Puerto Rico Confer-
ence, 10 years with the North-
eastern Conference in New 
York and 10 years with the 
Puerto Rican Union. Experi-
enced in public evangelism, 
church planting and more, he 
has served as Director of Chap-
laincy at the Bella Vista Ad-
ventist Hospital for six years 
and at the Antillean Adventist 
University for four years. 

The Riveras have three 
daughters, Jamie, Melanie and 
Inez; and one son: Fredito.

by Cynthia Mejia

L-R: Head Elder Milton Aguilar, 
Samuel and Mary Romero, and Pastor 
Jose Rivera and his wife Maggie. 
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Blythewood Church Welcomes 
Three New Members
On August 4, Charlie Young 
conducted his first full baptism 
since becoming the pastor of the 
Blythewood, SC, church about a 
year ago. Sophie, the lady who 
was baptized, had been studying 
through Amazing Facts and had 
begun attending the Blythewood 
church on a regular basis. In 
addition to the baptism, another 
added surprise to the congregation’s 
joy was when a husband and wife 
joined by profession of faith the 
same day. After learning about the 
message from listening to WBAJ 
radio station, this couple had 
attended the Columbia First church 

for several years. They attended 
the pastor’s study class which 
was conducted by Pastor John 
Earnhardt.  After Pastor Earnhardt 
moved to Upward, North Carolina, 
the couple started attending at 
Blythewood church because it was 

closer to their home.
As soon as the baptism was 

finished, Charlie made an alter 
call. Paul and Sarah raised their 
hands indicating they wanted 
to join, too. Acknowledging 
them, Charlie said he would get 
with them a little later. Dur-
ing the morning message, at 
11:45, Charlie stopped preach-

ing and called Paul and Sarah up 
to the front of the church to start 
the process. At that time, Charlie 
had another surprise in store for the 
couple, as well as the congre-
gation who had been earnestly 
praying for them. During the 
presentation, Charlie pulled out 
his cell phone and called Pas-
tor Earnhardt. He had the cell 
phone on speaker and everyone 
was able to hear it through the 
PA system. This was a wonder-
ful surprise for everyone, espe-
cially Paul and Sarah. Charlie 
asked Pastor John to go through 
the important questions with them 
since he had been so instrumental 
in getting them grounded into the 
knowledge of the Adventist beliefs. 
Once they completed the questions, 
both congregations voted them 
into the church with resounding 
“Amens.”

by Sallie Dixon

Blythewood Reaches Out with 
Free Cooking Classes

The Blythewood church offered 
free cooking classes taught by 
Charlie Young, pastor, assisted by 
Larry Platt. Both were trained at 
the Culinary Institute at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. There were 
approximately 20 people in atten-
dance at the weekly classes. Charlie 
and Larry didn’t just teach how 
to cook from a recipe, they taught 
techniques and principles of how to 

interpret the recipe, how to make 
substitutions, and how to come up 
with a completely different dish us-
ing that same basic principle.

An example of this was the 
“FAST” salad dressing. The F=Fat, 
A=Acid, S=Seasonings or Spices, 
and T=Taste it. During the class, 
Charlie created a fruit dressing 
where the fat was tahini sauce, the 
acid was sweet balsamic vinegar, 
and the seasonings were brown 
sugar, cinnamon and pumpkin pie 

spice. He poured it over various 
fruit and passed it around. It was 
amazing. He later revealed that 
he had never made that dressing 
before, that he just took flavors he 
liked and found in his cabinet’s 
using the (FAST method) and in-
corporated them into that dressing. 
That was his way of demonstrat-
ing we can make substitutions by 
interpreting the basic principle of 
the recipe.

During each class, Charlie and 
Larry would open the floor for any 
culinary questions. The classes 
were very informative, and as an 
added bonus, all those attending 
were well fed with the food pre-
pared by Charlie and Larry. There 
was enough for leftovers!

Charlie said he was open to con-
ducting more classes in the future.

by Sallie Dixon
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A Great Summer at Nosoca 
Pines Ranch

Summer is over, but the fun of 
Nosoca Pines Ranch is still linger-
ing in the minds of hundreds of 
young campers. The theme this 
summer was “Lean on Me,” and 
through the activities and programs, 
campers learned to rely on God 
rather than themselves. 

Strong friendships emerged and 
great times experienced as the 
campers participated in sports, 
crafts and more with the camp staff.  

Specialty camps for teens in-
cluded Cowboy, Basketball, Water 
Sports, Skate, and Wilderness 
Survival, an overnight camping trip 

that took campers back to the time 
of our ancestors where things were 
done the old fashioned way.  For 
those who weren’t into roughing it, 
there were the Music Praise Team 
and Crafts camps. New this year 
was the Teen Extreme Specialty 
Power Pack 5. Campers could 
pick one of the specialties for their 
morning and evening session, then 
in the afternoon sign up for two 
activities of their choice. 

As each weekend drew near, the 
staff prepared a pageant about the 
life of Christ. The relationships 
that developed over the week were 
so vital to being able to relate and 
witness to the children about Jesus. 
This is the reason why the camp 
exists. 

As much as they are a blessing to 
the kids, in the end, the counselors 
look back and realize how much 
more of a blessing their campers 
were to them—more than they ever 
could have imagined.

by Lucas Tanaka

Download the  
Adventist Finder app 

to locate churches 
and schools 

follow
@carolinaconf

u

like
facebook.com/carolinaconference

f

Carolina
Conference
of Seventh-day
Adventists

subscribe
youtube.com/carolinaconference
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Featured Story

On August 1st, I walked 
through the international 

terminal of the Atlanta airport a 
little bit nervous and a lot excited. 
It had been several years since I had 
been out of the United States. I was 
joining a group on the Maranatha 
Young Adult Mission trip—the first 
time I have gone out of the country 
with a group where I knew no one. 
So as I made my way to the de-
parture gate, I said a silent prayer 
and decided that no matter what, 
I was going to have a good time 
because I knew that God had led 
me to take this trip. No sooner 
had I sat down at the gate that 
a girl came up to me wearing a 
Maranatha t-shirt and quickly in-
troduced herself. I realized I was 
no longer alone but rather I was 
joining a family of young adults 
from at least five different countries 
whose hearts were willing and open 
to serve the people of Nicaragua. 

After arriving in Managua, the 
capital city, we took two school 
buses on a six-hour ride to Nueva 
Guinea. There we began construc-
tion on the interior walls of a 
building that will serve as a school 
and evangelism training center. 
Despite the forecast of rain every 
day, it only rained one time during 
the eight days we worked on the 

building, and that was from 12-1pm 
while we ate lunch. We serve a God 
who definitely controls the weather. 

We also started a VBS which 50 
to 70 children attended after school 
each day and organized outreach in 
the community, including singing 
in the local market, passing out 
literature, picking up trash, assist-
ing struggling store owners, visiting 

the sick in the hospital and working 
with students studying English at 
the local high school. In addition, 
we provided a medical clinic for 
two days in a couple of remote 
locations, which served over 300 
people. Our team also organized 
several educational sessions for the 
locals to encourage good hygiene, 
oral care and healthy living prac-
tices (e.g., drinking water, healthy 
foods, etc). 

One of the highlights of the trip 

came on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings when our team 
pastor preached a mini-series to the 
community. These meetings, by 
the grace of God, resulted in two 
baptisms. 

As I walked back through the 
international terminal in the At-
lanta airport 14 days later, I had a 
mix of emotions: sad to have leave 

the amazing group of young 
adults that the Lord had brought 
together to serve; to leave the 
beautiful people of Nicaragua 
that I had come to love despite 
our language barrier; excited to 
be home; and nervous that the 
changes that God had brought 
about in my life would fade 
away into the hustle and bustle 
that is my daily life. Being a mis-
sionary is not a one-time experi-

ence, but rather a lifestyle. Then the 
Lord reminded me of a verse that 
I had memorized years ago “being 
confident of this very thing that He 
which hath begun a good work in 
you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” Phil 1:6. God’s plan is 
to continue growing me every day, 
no matter where I am or how busy 
my life becomes. 

by Melissa Kast, a member of the Corner-
stone Adventist Church in Rockingham, NC.

Willing Hearts “Open to Serve”
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WAIT TILL YOU SEE OUR

Fall SpecialS

For more 
specials and 
events, scan this 
code to visit 
our website or 
“Like” us at 
Facebook.com/
carolinaacbc.

Bookmobile hours and other information are 
on our website: www.carolinasda.org/ACBC

ADULT
God of Wonders
David A. Steen
$16.99 $12.99

EVENING
Ye Shall Receive 
Power
Ellen G. White
$16.99 $12.99

WOMEN
Blessed
Ardis Dick 
Stenbakken
$16.99 $12.99

YOUNG ADULT
Fish Food
Rachel N. Lemons
$14.99 $9.99

TEEN
Momentum
Heather Quintana
$15.99 $11.99

JUNIOR
Over the Top!
Kay D. Rizzo
$15.99 $12.99

PRIMARY
Heroes in Training
Vicki Redden
$15.99 $11.99

PRESCHOOL
Love Letters from Jesus
RosAnne Tetz
$14.99 $11.99

See our website for a list of 
Spanish devotionals! Group 
discounts available.  

GOD’S  
LOVE SONG 
by Ginny Allen
$2.99 each
As low as $1.49!

END-TIME 
HOPE 
by Mark Finley
$1.99 each
As low as $1.09!

wake up to wonder :: bring a sense of awe 
to your worship time with these 2013 devotional books . . .

2013 sharIng books :: 
Quantity pricing available! 

buy 
3, get 1! 

buy three cases 
of loma linda or 

worthington canned 
food and get one free!  
(Excludes Institutional & frozen. 

Available through Nov. 1, 
2012. Free case of equal or 

lesser value. Quantities 
limited.)

bookmobIle :: 
coming soon to a church near you!
Spartanburg, SC  Oct. 20 Sat.  
Morganton, NC  Oct. 21 Sun.  
Greenville, SC  Oct. 27 Sat.  
Anderson, SC  Oct. 28 Sun.  
Hendersonville, NC  Nov. 3 Sat.  
Mt Pisgah, NC  Nov. 4 Sun.  

Durham, NC  Nov. 7 Wed. 
Jacksonville, NC  Nov. 10 Sat. 
Wilmington, NC Nov. 11 Sun.
Columbia, SC Nov. 17 Sat. 
Florence, SC  Dec. 8 Sat. 
Myrtle Beach, SC Dec. 9 Sun.
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Babylon and a Bear
It was a lively, excited group of 

children who attended Vacation 
Bible School at Fletcher church 
this past summer.“Babylon:  Dan-
iel’s Courage in Captivity,” was 
the theme.  The pre-school group, 
led by Jeannie Larrabee, had their 
fun time in the mornings and the 
elementary group with Melissa 
McDonald met in the evenings. 

From singing to visiting the Bab-
ylonian marketplace, from mean-
ingful moments with tribe leaders 
to games in the palace playground, 
it was non-stop action and energy 
for over 80 children. 

One night at the playground the 
children learned firsthand about 
catapults as they launched stuffed 
animals through the air. Meeting 
Daniel, Pastor Logan Stout, was 
also a highlight. Everyone came 
away touched by his stories of life 
in Babylon and how his faith in 
God carried him through.      

An ADRA project to provide 
clothing and food for orphans in 
Kenya, Africa, was chosen and 
played out in an interesting way. A 
little friendly competition followed 
to see which tribe could bring in the 
most money.  Young hearts were 
touched in an amazing way and 
some felt impressed to give their 
savings. The tribe of Benjamin won 
the prize for contributing the most 

towards the total of $250.  
Every evening leaders 

encouraged the children 
to go home and look for 
examples of God’s handi-
work, calling them, “God-
Sightings.” An unexpected 
and exciting “sighting” 
happened while one of the 
tribes was enjoying games 

outdoors. A young bear suddenly 
appeared and ambled across the 
parking lot and into a field below 
the church. The surprised leaders 
had to work fast to stop the excited 

children from chasing after it.   It 
was a reminder that they do live in 
the hills of North Carolina.

The journey to Babylon and back 
offered many memories and lessons 
the children will not soon forget. 
And a close encounter with a bear 
will certainly help to make 2012’s 
VBS a memorable one!

by Andrew Kerbs and Pastor Elvera 
Blake 
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You never know where the 
seeds of truth will be scat-

tered. A friendship, a broadcast, 
a seminar spreads the kernel of 
the Gospel in hearts that may not 
ripen for some time.

When the Lenoir Adventist 
Church decided to hold a Share-
Him harvesting event in the 
Spring of 2012, they were diligent 
to share truth-filled literature and 
cultivate the soil of friendships. 
Bible Studies were shared.

But little did they know of what 
God had been planning. During 
the series, 138 people attended 
of which 79 were guests.  When 
Pastor Eric Hagan and speaker 
Haskell Williams visited Dora 

Bowlin, they asked if 
she had ever heard mes-
sages like this before. She 
reached for her bookcase 
and retrieved a notebook 
with the lectures Pastor 
Jeff Donaldson had pre-
sented a decade earlier. She 

is prayerfully deciding how to 
respond.

Jane Carver and her grand-
daughter, Jessica, had received 
Bible Studies from the pastor and 
head elder, Clifton Harmon, but 
had made no commitment. Early 
into the meetings, they saw the 
consistency of truth and inquired 
about joining.

John and Rebecca Smith re-
ceived a handbill invitation. Their 
interest in prophecy wouldn’t let 
them miss a night. She came up 
from the baptism with ebullient 
joy. John is still struggling and 
needs our prayers.

Sam and Gail Dula had been 

able to tune in Doug Batchelor 
on the 3ABN Network until it 
changed satellites. But the nuggets 
of truth remained in their hearts. 
They came faithfully night-by-
night and took their stand for 
Christ. 

It was a joyful Sabbath, May 26, 
in Lenoir when Rebecca Smith, 
Jeannie Holbrook, and Stephen 
Forester were baptized, joined 
by John Woods, Sam and Gail, 

and Jane and Jessica who 
professed their faith in our 
great Savior and united with 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.

The church is follow-
ing up this campaign with 
‘Following in the Footsteps 
of Jesus’ to anchor the new 
members and continue 
working with 20 interests.

by Haskell Williams

on
Spotlight 
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What God has Joined Together!
Sixty-nine years is a long time. 

“And if you must embark in such 
a long journey you might as well 
get good company.” That is what 
Carl and Virginia Mundy have had 
through the years: each other. Their 
story, as it began, is best told in 
their own words.  Carl tells it best:

The date, May 12, had been 
agreed upon. I had applied for, and 
had been granted, a furlough from 
the Station Hospital in Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, MD. Then the 
notice went up on the bulletin board 
that all furloughs were cancelled as 
of a certain date, which just preced-
ed May 12. I made a fast trip to the 
orderly room to explain my predica-
ment to the 1st sergeant. He relayed 
the problem to the captain, who 
sent back the word, ‘Mundy, if you 
are so hard up for a furlough that 
you are willing to get married as a 
reason for getting one, I’m going to 
let you have it.’

Well, that simplified things, I 
thought. I’ll pack up, pick up my 
pass at the orderly room and catch 
the trolley to meet my lovely Vir-
ginia, who had planned our small 
quick wedding. 

With a thoughtful pause Carl, 
glasses in hand, continues. 

Then Murphy’s Law took over. 

By the middle of the afternoon my 
pass had not come from head-
quarters. I took the last bus of the 
day to pick up the pass, ran most 
of the way back to the barracks, 
and started my odyssey. Time was 
running out as I went to the front 
of Union Station to get a cab. The 
line was long, so I boarded the first 
trolley that showed up. 

I finally arrived at the Thomas 
Law House where Virginia, one of 

their employees, was kindly al-
lowed to have our wedding. 

All things smoothed out after all. 
Pastor Rapp had us exchange vows, 
pictures were taken, and then we 
were off to spend our first night to-
gether sitting up in a train coach on 
the way to Fletcher, NC, the place 
we first met, for our honeymoon. 

Lost and late! We could hardly 
Continued on page 14 . . .
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count the times over the 
years that we have been 
lost, and as a result, late. 
But they have been good 
years. Hills and valleys, 
yes—and occasionally a 
blind alley—but no mo-
notony, and with the same 
goals most of the time.

Most people are get-
ting together today with 
only half of the marriage vows in 

mind: individuality, for richer, and 
in health. They forget the other 
half: becoming one, even through 

poverty and sickness. 
They use the ‘escape 
clause:’ if it doesn’t 
work, “I’ll get a di-
vorce.”  The Mundys 
remind us of the plan 
God had in mind: be-
coming one until the 
end of the journey.

May 12 1943, was 
the day the Mundy’s 

marriage adventure started. God 

blessed them with two sons, their 
wives and grandchildren. But all 
the good of their marriage is owed 
to God who brought them together 
and has kept them as one. God’s 
Word makes the point in Psalm 
127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the 
house, They labor in vain who 
build it; Unless the Lord guards the 
city, The watchman stays awake in 
vain.” When a marriage is built on 
the Rock, it will stand through the 
worst of circumstances. 

By Eli Rojas, pastor of the Burnsville 
Church and director of Family Ministries 
for the Carolina Conference.

What God has Joined continued from page 13

Fifth Mission Trip to Mexico
On December 13, 2011, seven 

members of the Hickory and 
Morganton Adventist churches 
left on a mission trip to Chi-
cavasco, Mexico. This trip 
lasted for 24 days.  

Their mission was to distrib-
ute shoe boxes filled with gifts 
to the children of the small town 
of Chicavasco.  The community 
had requested 80 boxes but were 
blessed with 165 which, to their 
amazement, was the exact num-
ber of children who attended the 
Christmas party.

Donations were given by the 
Hickory Adventist Church and 
the William Johnson School, 
Morganton church and Silver 
Creek School, Morganton Ad-
venture Club, Hickory Adven-
turer Club, and the Hickory 
Spanish and New Life Adventist 
churches.

The group also distributed 50 
bags of food and clothing to the 
community of Chicavasco and 
another town approximately an 
hour’s drive away.

One recipient’s exclaimed, 
“How did you know that I had 
no food?  This is a miracle!”

by Monique Alva 

Church Safety in ACTION
The Asheville Police Depart-

ment (A.P.D.) recently held 
a very informative two-day 
Church Security/Safety Seminar 
at the Asheville North Adventist 
Church for all area denomina-
tions. There were six different 
faith groups represented. 

Among the materials used 
by the Police Department were 
documents developed by Ad-
ventist Risk Management, which 
was the only denominational 
materials they used. The Ashe-
ville North Church is happy to 
say they had only four items that 
were recommended for the facil-
ity’s improved protection.  

A.P.D. will be holding an up-
dated seminar again next spring, 
and they have been invited to 
return to hold the seminar at 
Asheville North Church.

by K. Ned Holbrook-Frazier

Two greaT 
evenTs 
in one week.

COMMuNITy SERvICES 
RETREAT Nov. 2-4
Elder Richard O’Fill
Guest Speaker    

PASTORAL CRISIS 
INTERvENTION CLASS 
Nov. 5-7
Dr. Steve Willsey
Instructor

Both events are at Nosoca 
Pines Ranch. Call for 
more information or to 
register through Oct. 29 
to Bob Self: 704.596.3200 
or 828.279.2243. 
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Obituaries
Jeffcoat, Cora Allie, born in Greenville, 

SC, died May 18, 2012, in Aiken, SC. She 
retired from Greenwood Methodist Home as 
a floor secretary with 12 years of service and 
she was a member of the Aiken Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Surviving with her 
husband, Heyward Jeffcoat, are three sons, 
Charles Anthony Raines, Willard Lee Raines 
and Anthony Craig Jeffcoat; one brother, 
Winslow Bickford; two sisters, Mary Lehm-
ann, and Barbara Sovine; two grandchildren: 
Nicole Hydrick and Tiffany Paul; and four 
great grandchildren, Haley Lowe, Waylon 
Lowe, Cheyanna Hydrick and Jaylen Paul.

king, Gale Henry, 86, born on Oct. 18, 
1924, in Oswego, NY, died August 5, 2011.  
He was a member of the Tryon, NC, church. 
Gale was a trouble-shooter for the Xerox 
Corporation.  Later he worked for the Inter-
national Institute of Reflexology.  He received 
his massage license at the age of 62.  Gale 
was a loving husband and a godly example 
to his family and friends.  He served his 
church in many different capacities. He was 
pre-deceased by his first wife, Dorothy King; 
a twin brother, Guy King; and two sisters, 
Dorothy Lungard and Betty King.  He is sur-
vived by his present wife, Eleanor King; two 
sons, David Wayne King and Bruce King; 
and a daughter, Sharon Hamm; two step-
children, Albert Thayer and April MacLafferty; 
a foster son, David; 14 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren.  

mckenney, Raymond Lamar, 91, 
born in Augusta, GA, died Nov. 22, 2011, in 
Aiken, SC. He was a member of the Aiken 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. After high 
school, Ray served the country in the US 
Army during World War II and the Korean 
War. He married Juanita McNeal McKen-
ney and together they raised their family in 
Aiken. Ray was retired from Firestone Tire 
Company and then during the 1980’s he 
served as the Aiken County Tax Assessor. 
He is survived by a son, Larry McKenney; a 
daughter, Janice Nicola; one granddaughter, 
Kimberly Baer; and a great grandson, Brock 
McKenney Baer.

schriber, John William, 89, born No-
vember 1, 1923, in Barberton, OH, died June 
22, 2012, in Flat Rock, NC. John served 
in the U.S. Army during WWII in the South 
Pacific Surgical M.A.S.H. Unit. He was the 
head of the Anesthesia department of Com-
munity Hospital in New Port Richey, FL. John 

was a member of the Fletcher Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and volunteered at Park 
Ridge Hospital. He was a health enthusiast 
and vegetarian who enjoyed walking, cycling, 
camping, boating, fishing and gardening. 
John is preceded in death by his parents 
John and Allie Schriber. Surviving is his wife 
of 59 years, Marilou Schriber; daughters, 
Janice Nino, Kathleen (& Terry) Tallos ; 
brother Don Schriber; grandchildren, Timo-
thy, Johnathan, Benjamen, and Daniel.

smith, Myrtle Kathleen Baker, 64, 
born April 5, 1948, died July 2, 2012, at her 

residence. Born in Marion, 
NC, she was the wife of 
Robert Leo Smith, Sr. and 
daughter of the late John 
Edwin and Myrtle Worley 
Baker. Kathleen’s first em-
ployer was Cline, Brandt, 
& Kochenower, a CPA firm 
located in Gaffney, South 

Carolina.   She was hired as part-time but 
quickly assumed more responsibilities, later 
working as their office manager for a number 
of years. For the next four years she was the 
accountant for Smith Electric, Inc., located 
in Beaufort, South Carolina.  Kathleen 
began working for the Carolina Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists in July 1988 as 
a part-time clerk in the Adventist Christian 
Book Store. Her dedicated work ethic soon 
came to the attention of Elder Benny Moore, 
who asked her to join the Conference 
Treasury department in May 1990.  It wasn’t 
long before her talents and professionalism 
were again recognized, and she was given 
another promotion in April 1994 Kathleen 
retired in July 2008 as Associate Executive 
Secretary and Human Resource Director of 
the Carolina Conference. The HR Depart-
ment she developed has been a role model 
used for many other Conferences. A true 
“southern belle,” Kathleen loved entertaining, 
bird watching, shopping and interior decorat-
ing. Naturally drawn to children (as they were 
to her), Kathleen was a former Pathfinder 
leader, VBS  leader, and children’s Sabbath 
School teacher at her church. Her dedica-
tion to the Lord was evident in many ways. 
She and Leo joined a ShareHim team and 
preached in Africa, then upon returning she 
preached two more evangelistic series’ in 
the Carolina Conference. She delivered 
the Good News tirelessly each night, with 
joy in her heart. Surviving in addition to her 
husband are one daughter, Sonja Michelle (& 

For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference web site at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
October
Hispanic Women’s Retreat ......19-20. NPR
Prepare-Enrich Train., Eng ....29. Charlotte
Prepare-Enrich Train., Span. .30. Charlotte

See ad on page 13.
November
High Country Campout ......................... 2-4
Low Country Campout .......................... 2-4

For more information on these 
campouts, contact the Youth Dept.

Community Service Retreat ........ 2-4. NPR
See ad on page 14. 

Pastoral Crisis Care Seminar ......4-6. NPR
Men’s Retreat ............................9-11. NPR

See ad on page 3.
December
SU Evangelism Council ........3-6. Daytona.
Elders Certification ......... 8. Greenville, NC
Ice Skating ...................... 9. Greenville, SC
January
Lay Advisory Retreat ...................4-5. NPR

Randy) DeMott; a son, Robert Leo Smith, Jr.; 
three brothers, Oliver (& Mary) Baker, Cecil 
Baker, Carl (& Grace) Baker; a sister, Mar-
lene (& Eddie) Morgan; three grandchildren, 
Cory Lee DeMott, Nicholas Aaron DeMott 
and Amber Marie Smith. She was preceded 
in death by two brothers, Arnold and Troy 
Lee Baker.

wheeler (pugh), F. Elizabeth 
(Betty), born April 27, 1924, in Harrisburg, 
PA, died July 30, 2012, in Fletcher, NC. She 
was a Bible worker with Evangelist Ken Cox, 
a homemaker and cooking school instructor. 
She was a member of the Fletcher Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Betty was preceded 
in death by her husband of 56 years, Lowell 
Wheeler; a daughter, Wanda; and a 
grandson, Michael. Surviving are her three 
daughters, Analyn Miller, Gail (& Earl) Mack 
and Glenda (& Jon) Smith; three sons, Ken 
(& Nancy) Wheeler, Darryl (& Lois) Wheeler 
and Stan (& Jodi) Wheeler; nine grandchil-
dren; four great-grandchildren; two sisters, 
Janet and Helen; a brother, Earl; and close 
friend, Vera Bechard.
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former and inactive adventists 
in the carolinas have begun 
returning home to god’s church.
are you one of those who has been away? Jesus 
loves you and wants you to come home. so do we.

Have you become discouraged? Did we ignore you or do something 
that hurt or offended you? If we have not always shown the love 
of our Savior, please accept our sincere apology. We miss you and 
want to reconnect. 

what would it take for you to return?

Jesus 
will be 

returning 
soon.

how about you?

let us know how we can help. 
Please call or visit your local church, or contact us at the 
Carolina Conference: www.carolinasda.org • 704-596-3200

Leslie Louis, President – llouis@carolinasda.com
Gary Moyer, Executive Secretary – gmoyer@carolinasda.com
Rick Russell, Treasurer - rrussell@carolinasda.com


