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Nothing to Fear
As a young boy I arrived in 
the United States at a time 
of shock and grief—less 
than a year after the 
tragic assassination 
of President John F. 
Kennedy.  

This nation, that would 
eventually become my 
homeland, was in the mid-
dle of the 1964 presidential 
campaign between Vice-President 
Lyndon Johnson and Senator Barry 
Goldwater.

Being new and young, I really 
wasn’t clear on why there was such a 
division in a country that claimed to 
be “one nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” And 
although I’ve now been here for over 
50 years, sadly the state of our na-
tion is more divided now than I have 
ever seen it. This year’s presidential 
election season has certainly been a 
mixed bag of satirical entertainment, 
heart-wrenching disappoint-
ment and foreboding apprehen-
sion in the hearts of many in 
our nation.

I remember a hymn I used to 
sing as a child. It still resonates 
its message of reassurance in 
my heart:

In times like these you need 
a Savior 
In times like these you need an 
anchor; 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips 
the Solid Rock! 
This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He’s 
the One; 

This Rock is Jesus, the only One! 
Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid 
Rock!

In times like these, I treasure my 
favorite promise in God’s Word as 

recorded in Philippians 4:6-7 
(NLT) – “Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God 
what you need, and thank 
him for all He has done.  
Then you will experience 

God’s peace, which exceeds 
anything we can understand. 

His peace will guard your hearts 
and minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.” 

I stand amazed at how God’s grace 
continues to take challenging and 
tragic circumstances and turn them 
into powerful testimonies of victory 
and joy. 

In that perfect world of the Garden 
of Eden, when sin and sadness en-
tered our world, He provided us with 
the promise of a Savior.

In the violent, wicked and turbulent 
Antediluvian world, He made provi-
sion for a cleansing flood and an ark 

of safety.
When all seemed 

lost to Satan and 
sin on that dark 
Friday afternoon 
2000 years ago, He 
provided the ulti-
mate act of mercy 
and love on a hill 
called Calvary.

Even after three 
and a half years of 
intense ministry 
and mentorship, 
He transformed 
11 unschooled 

and conflicted followers through the 

power of His Spirit, turning the world 
upside down with the power of the 
Gospel. 

Irrespective of the outcome of the 
elections and regardless of the chal-
lenges or opportunities before us, 
Heaven wants to assure us at this very 
moment that we have nothing to fear 
unless we forget how God has guided 
us in the past. Nothing is beyond His 
amazing power. He promises to right 
whatever wrongs that the enemy of 
mankind places as hurdles and stum-
bling blocks in the path before us.

God will ultimately prevail over all 
our heartaches or disappointments...
over all our doubts and moments 
of despair. Listen to those familiar 
words of assurance again through His 
ordained messenger, Ellen White:

“In reviewing our 
past history, having 
traveled over every 
step of advance 
to our present 
standing, I can 
say, Praise God! 
As I see what the 
Lord has wrought, 
I am filled with 
astonishment, and 
with confidence in 
Christ as leader. We have nothing to 
fear for the future, except as we shall 
forget the way the Lord has led us, 
and His teaching in our past history.” 
Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, page 
196 

From the
President’s Pen

Your servant leader,

Leslie Louis
Carolina Conference President
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Surrounded by his loving family 
members, Pastor Robert S. 
Folkenberg, Sr. peacefully en-

tered his rest in Jesus on Christmas Eve, 
2015. Just a few days earlier, in waning 
health, he penned his heartfelt wish to 
all God’s faithful followers: “I am pre-
paring to rest in Jesus. It is thrilling to 
know that very soon, when I wake up, 
you and I will meet Jesus face to face 
and be able to talk to Him and thank 
Him for what He has done for us.”

Bob was a champion servant leader 
for Jesus and His remnant church. As a 
skilled pilot, creative artist, melodious 
vocalist and dynamic speaker, bilin-
gually fluent in Spanish and English, 
proficient in technological advances 
and an innovative entrepreneur, Pastor 
Bob was gifted with talents and abili-
ties beyond measure. Yet with all this 
wealth of imaginative and exceptional 
ingenuity, his soul’s passion was to lead 
precious lives to Jesus and the truths of 
His Word.

In 1985, I had left the Ohio Confer-
ence to serve as the principal of Kilgore 
Junior Academy (today known as Char-
lotte Adventist Christian Academy), and 
Pastor Bob Folkenberg had just arrived 
in Carolina as its 34th president after 
having served as the secretary for the 
Inter-American Division. 

For two, brief, wonder-filled years 
we had the opportunity of working 
together as colleagues in His service. 
I left to assume new responsibilities in 
the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference 
in 1987.   Pastor Ken Coonley came in 
that year as the new executive secretary. 
Those were some challenging days. 
Tithes and offerings were so low that 
funding for evangelism was static and 

church growth was stagnant. Under the 
leadership of Pastor Bob, a renewed 
emphasis was initiated called Caro-
lina Breakthrough, and funds began to 
flow for soul winning. Evangelism and 
church growth flourished in Carolina. 

Bob determined to make our ap-
proaches to church growth truly 
state-of-the-art. During his leadership 
Carolina became one of the premier 
conferences in the North American Di-
vision. He was truly a visionary and of-
ten light years ahead of everyone. Bob 
truly loved the Lord and was gracious 
with the team that he worked with. 

During the final years of his service 
here, between 1989 and 1990, Bob was 
being called for a number of meetings 
with Elder Neil C. Wilson, who at the 
time was the president of the General 
Conference. The leadership of Caro-
lina and the Southern Union realized 
that Bob was being groomed for larger 
responsibilities for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.

On July 6, 1990, at the Hoosier Dome 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, Pastor Bob 
Folkenberg was elected by the world 
church to serve as the 18th president 

of the General 
Conference of 
Seventh-day 
Adventists, and 
Ken Coonley was elected to serve as 
Carolina Conference’s 35th president.  
During Bob’s nine years of service at 
the General Conference, the church 
grew exponentially from a world-wide 
membership of five million to over 
twelve million.

After leaving the General Conference, 
Bob returned to his beloved Carolina to 
initiate a new form of evangelistic min-
istry involving lay members. Initially 
referred to as Global Evangelism and 
today known as ShareHim, this ministry 
has its mission in reaching lost souls 
for the kingdom by engaging people in 
the pew to become people at the pulpit. 
Heaven alone will note the tens of 
thousands of lives across the globe who 
will have been introduced to Jesus as 
their Savior and Lord through the vision 
of ShareHim and its founder, Elder Bob 
Folkenberg.

Knowing what the outcome of his 
illness would be, Bob knew he could 

Remembering Robert
A Colleague, Mentor and Friend

...continued on page 9.
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Evangelism IMPACT 2016

This past January the 
Carolina Conference 
held their first ever 
Evangelism IMPACT, 

an annual equipping and inspiring 
event to help launch the year with 
the common mission of spread-
ing throughout the Carolinas. In 
2014, the Conference ministerial 
department team began dreaming 
of bringing together people who 
have an interest in evangelism and 
want to “Encourage, Encounter and 
Engage” (the three “E’s” of Evan-
gelism IMPACT) in order to share 
God’s last day Gospel message to 
the world around them.

 To say we were overwhelmed 
with the response is an understate-
ment. Besides the 534 persons in at-
tendance, over 200 had to be turned 
away because of space limitations.  
It was a very humbling experience, 
and by far exceeded our expecta-
tions. This was our first attempt at 
providing training on such a large 
scale. For those who could not 
make it, many of the events were 
streamed live. 

This year, the keynote speakers 
were Doug Batchelor of Amazing 
Facts and Rodger Hernandez from 
the Southern Union. In addition to 
these dynamite presenters, there 
were several breakout sessions with 
members of the Amazing Facts 
training team, Creation Health and 
the Carolina Conference. Listening 

to those in attendance express their 
excitement and gratitude at having 
such an event available—with the 
quality of the speakers and seminar 
presenters—makes planning for 
next year’s event more challenging.

Sabbath evening, Roger Hernan-
dez gave a convicting message to 
go out into the world as a shining 
light, and he challenged everyone to 
commit to transforming their home 
into a house of prayer. Symbolizing 
this pledge of devotion, keychain 
flashlights were distributed to all 
who committed to this challenge. 

With planning for Evangelism 
Impact 2017 underway, the Carolina 
Conference is praying for 1000 to 
attend. Shawn Boonstra, currently 
the speaker/director for Voice of 
Prophecy and formerly with It Is 
Written, is the keynote speaker.  
Shawn has a passion for equipping 
the laity, making the local church 
the center of outreach/evangelism 
and compassion. Plus, Roger Her-
nandez is returning.  An additional 
full day has been added for training 
and breakout sessions with choices 
to fit your interest. Plan now to 
attend Evangelism Impact, January 
19-22, 2017, in Myrtle Beach, SC.  
Watch our website for details, and 
register early!!

To view the main meetings, visit 
the Carolina Conference website 
ministerial page. 

—by Courtney Herod and Haskell 
Williams
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A SURPRISE VISIT

When Beverly Hoover told her pastor he 
could bring a friend to visit, she had no 

idea she was in for the surprise of her life!
Beverly was introduced to the Seventh-day 

Adventist church several years ago, and it wasn’t 
long before she learned about the media ministry, 
Amazing Facts, and began watching faithfully. 
By the time she moved to Myrtle Beach, SC, 
she had begun taking correspondence courses 
through Amazing Facts, and was a big fan of their 
director and speaker, Doug Batchelor, and his 
timely messages.

The ministry contacted Joe DePasquale, who 
was at that time the head elder of the Myrtle 
Beach Adventist Church, and told him about Bev-
erly. She began taking Bible studies with him, 
learning as much as she could about the truths of 
scripture.

Myrtle Beach Pastor Tom Hughes traveled with 
Joe to visit Beverly several times with the goal of 
preparing her for baptism. 

Because of her physical limitations, she is un-
able to spend long periods out of her home, and 
cannot attend church. When it came time for her 
baptism, the church steps were too much for her, 
so the local YMCA with it’s “beachfront” pool 
was the scene for this spiritual ceremony. Beverly 
was thrilled to be joining the Adventist church at 
last.

During his visits to her home, Pastor Tom 
could not help but notice her admiration for the 
ministry of Amazing Facts, and for Doug Batch-
elor. So when Evangelism IMPACT came to 
Myrtle Beach featuring Doug as a speaker, Pastor 
Tom got an idea. Doug readily agreed to the plan.

And this is how it happened that Beverly 
Hoover got the surprise of her life. When she saw 
Doug Batchelor walk in her home behind Pastor 
Tom and Nancy Hughes, she gasped and ex-
claimed, “DOUG!” When she recovered from the 
shock, she visited with him for several minutes, 
obviously enjoying every moment. When it was 
time for the visitors to leave, she couldn’t wait to 
share her experience. She said with excitement, 
“I’ve got a lot of people to call!”

—by Becky Carpenter

Beverly with Doug and Pastor Tom.
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When the Waters Rose, THEY RESPONDED
The rest of the story...

On Thursday October 1, I 
was contacted by South 
Carolina Emergency 
Management (SCEMD) 

with a request to manage their 
warehouse in Winnsboro, SC. Some 
areas of Columbia and surrounding 
counties were to receive 22 inches of 
rain over the next three days. SCEMD 
needed someone to receive tarps and 
sand bags at their Winnsboro location. 
So started our four-month response to 
assist with this disaster.

The Carolinas had not experienced 
such a disaster in many years. I 
scrambled to find volunteers to re-
spond with me.  Amireh Al- Haddad, 
Southern Union disaster response 
director, had sponsored disaster 
response training in February. At the 
training, I met a retired couple, Bob 
and Mary Mitchum, from the Moncks 
Corner Adventist Church who had a 
strong interest in community services 
disaster response. After the train-
ing, Bob wanted to know when they 
could get more. I called the Mitchums 

and asked if they would like hands-
on training. They said yes, and we 
all met in Winnsboro on Sabbath 
afternoon, October 3. We worked 
four days before the state located an 
82,000 sq. foot warehouse in Lugoff, 
SC. It was the best facility I have ever 
set up for disaster response. Bob took 
over as warehouse floor manager and 
Mary became sorting manager. They 
stayed at those positions with other 
responsibilities for the entire four-
month operation.

Phil Rosburg, Carolina Conference 
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A $24K Christmas Gift to 
Flood Victims in Columbia, 
South Carolina

Christmas came early for Wilton 
Hill Road residents who were given 
$24,000 for home repairs after Octo-
ber’s flooding.  During their Decem-
ber 19 worship service, members of 
the Columbia First Adventist Church 
presented one couple from Wilton 
Hill Road with a $15,000 Christmas 
gift.  This couple had been “ad-
opted” by the church since October 
when church leaders realized that 
none of their members had experi-
enced flood damage.  “For everyone 
in our church to be spared, while so 
many suffered, that was an act of 
God’s grace,” said Pastor Jason Be-
lyeu. “And when grace is generously 
received, God expects us to extend 
grace generously to others.”

Extending grace came in the 
form of helping the adopted couple 
whose home was uninhabitable after 
saturated sheet-rock, wet floor-
ing and soaked furniture had been 
stripped from the building and piled 
in the front yard.  Members of the 
Adventist church donated food to the 
homeowners, volunteered hours in 
cleaning and repair work, and made 
financial donations to the church’s 
“Adopt Wilton Hill Project.”

The culmination of giving resulted 
in not only surprising one couple 
with a $15,000 Christmas gift, but 
in giving the couple the opportunity 
to extend an additional $9,000 to 
their neighbors.  They were asked to 
provide the names of nine neighbors 
still in the process of repairing their 
homes, and each would receive a 

donation of $1,000.  
“We give at Christmas 

because God so loved the 
world that He gave His only 
Son at Christmas,” said 
Pastor Belyeu.  “Our hope is 
that through this Christmas 
gift this family and their 
neighbors will experience 
God’s love in a very special 
and memorable way.”

—Article Contributed

disaster response director, immedi-
ately took charge of finding housing 
and food options for volunteers. 

Over 15,000 homes were dam-
aged or destroyed due to the flood-
ing. The donated items that come 
into the warehouse are used to 
reduce the total cost of restoring the 
uninsured and under-insured homes. 
The state opened a toll free call cen-
ter to receive offers of donations to 
assist the survivors. 
That is when our 
need for volunteers 
really jumped. Over 
the next couple of 
months, 130 volun-
teers donated over 
2700 hours to ware-
house operations.

We put out the 
call for volunteers in 
the local Columbia 
area and Phil set up a volunteer 
registration process at the Carolina 
Conference office. We brought 
in management team members 
from Georgia, Tennessee, West 
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware. 
The Camden Adventist church sent 
members, and volunteers traveled 
from Charlotte, Davidson, Cor-
nelius and other towns in North 
Carolina to work with us on a daily 
basis. One of the greatest responses 
came from the Ephesus Adventist 
church in Columbia. Pastor John 
Pooler sent an email saying, “We 
are ready to respond,” and respond 
they did. Pastor Pooler and 20-30 of 
his members came to the warehouse 
several weekends putting in many 
hours of hard work.

Disaster warehousing always 
comes with some unique chal-
lenges. As shown in the photos, 
many donated items arrive at 
the warehouse in less than ideal 
conditions. It takes many hours 
with many hands to unload, sort 
and place into inventory the as-
sorted items received. In Lugoff, 
we received over $700,000 worth 
of donated items. We also get the 
opportunity to help non-profit 
organizations in the surround-
ing areas. Items were supplied to 
many of the surrounding church 
community service programs, 
military family programs, fire 

departments and a local Quilts of 
Valor organization. We were able 
to supply Quilts of Valor with over 
18,000 pounds of material that 
they hand sew into quilts that are 
presented to retired and active-duty 
personnel. Upon discovering that 
Bob had retired from the Air Force, 
they presented him with one of the 
quilts (pictured below).

Four months is a long and serious 
commitment 
of time. I am 
thankful for 
every volunteer 
who responded 
and gave of 
their time and 
services to make 
the South Caro-
lina response a 
success. Each 
time we would 

like to be better prepared for the 
next event, as we are told such 
events will only increase. 

Over the next two years, our goal 
is to train additional management 
teams to respond to disaster events, 
both in the Carolinas and other 
conferences as needed. We will be 
able to rotate management teams, 
thus reducing the time away from 
home. The three-day training, held 
twice a year, will include class-
room, online and hands-on training 
in our warehouse in Winnsboro, SC. 
If accepted into the program, your 
travel expenses will be covered to 
both the training as well as to any 
responses. Individuals with various 
skills are needed. Contact Phil or 
Steve for an application.

—Steve Stillwell, Assistant Director, 
Carolina Conference Disaster Response

Carolina Action Issue 2, 2016  | 7
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Over 50 couples lis-
tened and laughed as Ruber and 

Ketty Leal shared their interactive messages 
on How to Have a Joyful Marriage with frank-
ness, practicality, and a biblical focus. While 

Romance at the Ranch is for thriving marriag-
es as well as those that are struggling, the 
speakers reminded us with candor that the 
vast majority of married couples come to 
ask themselves, somewhere along the way, 
whether they married the right person. The 

Leals, family ministries directors for the 
Texas Conference, offered biblical hope and 

help to get through those phases and taught us 
ways to make our happy marriages even better.

“Marriage is the core of the family, and the family 
is the core of the church and society. It is encourag-
ing to see how the conference is investing in the 
health of our families, churches, and communities 
through ministries like this one,” said Eric Bates, 
director of family ministries in the Carolinas. At-
tendees included newly-weds and a couple who 
have been married for 61 years. One couple, who 
live in Canada, learned about the retreat while 
visiting family in the Carolinas; not 
only did they come 
back 

for 
the retreat—they 
brought two other couples with them!

Dave and Marlene Colburn, of Chapel Music, ministered 
to our hearts with beautiful piano and violin instrumentals 
and led us in singing praises to the Maker of marriage.

Two weeks later, Jorge and Nibia Mayer led Spanish-
speaking couples on a similar journey at Romance en el 
Rancho. The Mayers are certified Family Life Instructors 
and Pastor Mayer is the hispanic ministries director for 
the Southern Union. Special thanks to Isaac and Beatrice 
Vallejo for hosting this event. 

The quiet, natural setting of Nosoca Pines Ranch was 
perfect for the breakout sessions; husbands and wives 
settled under trees around the camp or by the roaring fire 
in the meeting hall to talk over their assigned activities. 
Couples enjoyed walking the trails, taking a hayride, 
riding horses and attending a banquet. They left the 
retreat with full hearts and tools to continue building a 
joyful marriage.

—by Ann Marie Bates
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Despite Friday morning’s 
chilly weather Timothy 
Teachey had only a sports 

coat to wear as he made his way to 
the Community Soup Kitchen. But 
before going in to get a hot meal, he 
was able to get a sweater to help keep 
him warm thanks to a winter clothing 
giveaway sponsored by the Golds-
boro Pathfinders. “I got a sweater,” 
Teachey said. “I love them. They 
are great.” Teachey said the youths’ 
actions had spurred him to do some 
service work this year. The youth had 
set up outside the Community Soup 
Kitchen thinking that many of the 
people who eat there could also use 
warm clothing. The items included 
long-sleeve shirts, sweatshirts, sweat-
ers, scarves and heavy coats. Path-
finder director Raul Menjivar said the 
youth also visit nursing centers where 
the children carry gifts for residents 
and to sing for them. “We work also 
with Parks and Recreation so we take 
kids to clean up Herman Park and the 
park down on Ash Street,” Menjivar 
continued. “We work with organiza-
tions not locally but around the state. 
So that is part of the community 
service that we do.” 

“It is a lot colder than I expected,” 
said Pathfinder Hania Kantzer, 12, as 
she helped people pick out items. “It 
is good we have a lot of people. I am 
glad that I can help them.” Menjivar’s 
son, Raul, 16, a junior leader for the 
Pathfinders, was helping as well. “We 
(junior leaders) are like the big broth-

er or big sister,” he said. “I enjoy it. 
It is nice to give back. I have learned 
what it means to lead. It means look-
ing out for others more than yourself 
and carrying that on to others. That is 
what Pathfinders has taught me.” 

The Pathfinder Sentinels club in 
Goldsboro is a joint-conference ef-
fort. It is formed under the Goldsboro 
Hispanic church, part of the South 
Atlantic Conference, but the Carolina 
Conference Goldsboro church has 
members who are a part of the club as 
well. Cooperation behind the scenes 

between churches from both confer-
ences has resulted in a positive influ-
ence and message to the community.

After choosing some clothes one 
lady with a hint of a tear in her eye, 
stood there looking at the kids. After 
a few minutes she said, “Keep serving 
God just like you are doing right now. 
It’s the first day of a new year and 
you have already been a blessing to 
me and many others here!”

 —by Steve Herring. Portions reprinted 
with permission from the Greenville News 
Argus.

Goldsboro Pathfinders Offer WARMING KINDNESS

Hania Kantzer, 12, sorts through the winter clothing. 

not leave ShareHim without strong 
leadership. Jeremiah Weeks was the 
perfect candidate, having worked 
with Bob for several years. Bob 
saw in Jeremiah the same passion 
and drive that he had for this minis-
try. Like Elisha passing the mantle 
to Elijah, Bob stepped down from 
managing director and let Jeremiah 
step up. A ministry does not end with 
the founder, but finds a new way to 
press onward toward the purpose that 
it set out to accomplish in the first 
place. ShareHim will never forget 

their founder but are moving forward 
and longing for the soon return of 
Jesus and the chance to show Bob the 
outcome of his original vision and 
the precious souls that where won for 
Christ through this ministry.

As he rests in Jesus, I am reminded 
of the theme song that was heralded 
during the 1990 General Conference 
Session when Bob was elected to 
serve our world church as its leader:

We shall behold Him coming in 
His glory. We shall behold Him when 
praise lights the sky.

With saints victorious, we will 
sound His praises, singing the chorus, 
Hosanna evermore!

Goodnight, Pastor Bob. Rest 
safely in Jesus.  We’ll see you on that 
Golden Morning.

Your fellow colleague in HIS 
service,

Leslie D. Louis
37th President of the Carolina Confer-

ence – A servant leader for the Lord

Remembering ROBERT ...continued from page 3.
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Morganton Community ENJOYS A JOURNEY

Lay Leaders Convene in GREENVILLE, NC

The members were busy bak-
ing cookies, learning their 
scripts and setting up the 

various buildings for the third year of 
the Journey Through Bethlehem in 
Morganton, NC. This was an outdoor 
drama that takes 20-30 minutes for 
a journeyman (guide) to lead guests 
through the amazing, beautiful story 
of the birth of Jesus.

This outdoor drama was a big 
production for the membership of 
the Morganton Church as it involved 
about 80 volunteers in the roles of 
journeymen, hostesses and actors 
throughout the drama’s story, as well 
as hosts and hostesses at the end to 
serve cookies and cider as people 
mingled. Pastor Rick Mercer was also 

there at the end 
to encourage 
guests to pick 
up literature 
and to visit our 
church.

There were 
over 300 who 
went through 
the outdoor 
drama, of 
which more 

than 200 were 
guests from the 
community. 
The guests were 
thrilled with the 
realism in the 
depiction of this 
wonderful story. 
In fact, one 
young mother 
shared that she 
had tried to read 
the Bible story 
to her young children, but they just 
weren’t getting it. She heard about 
Journey Through Bethlehem and 
was excited to bring them. As they 
walked through the outdoor drama, 
she noticed her children captivated at 
each scene they visited. They really 
got into the details of the story.

This event takes a lot of work, a 
lot of members, and a lot of commit-
ment, but when someone is impressed 
with God’s greatest Gift–the Mor-
ganton church feels its mission is 
accomplished!

—by Sharryn Mahorney, Communica-
tions Director, Morganton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

On February 13, 2016, Pas-
tor Fredy Villamil held the 
first Lay Leaders Congress 

for the six-church Hispanic district 
in Eastern North Carolina. Laymen 
and laywomen from the Mount Olive, 
Dudley, Albertson, Greenville, Wil-
son and Manteo churches attended 
the congress and received training 
and materials in the area of Christian 
leadership. 

The instruction was given by the 
local pastor along with guest speaker, 
Elder Samuel Romero, director of 
Hispanic ministries at the Carolina 
Conference. 

The almost 200 lay leaders in atten-
dance not only received training, but 
also responded positively to the calls 
that were made to be faithful leaders 

of God and His church. This petition 
was made at the closing of the morn-
ing devotional by Elder Romero and 

at the close of the congress by Elder 
Villamil.

—Article Contributed
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We wanted to learn what  
it takes for teens and young 
adults to remain faithful dur-
ing academy and college. 

Beginning last year at Mt. Pisgah 
Academy we have been researching 
“Standing in a Fallen World” in our 
psychology class. 

According to John Neilson (2014) 
at churchleaders.com, there are three 
common traits of teens and college 
students who don’t leave the church. 
These include: being converted; be-
ing equipped, not entertained; having 
their parents preach the gospel to 
them. Neilson said, “We need to stop 
talking about ‘good kids.’ We need to 
stop being pleased with attendance 
at youth group and fun retreats. We 
need to start getting on our knees and 
praying that the Holy Spirit will do 
miraculous saving work in the hearts 
of our students as the Word of God 
speaks to them. In short, we need to 
get back to a focus on conversion.” 

Neilson believes that church lead-
ers should help youth prepare to be 
church leaders themselves. He also 
wrote, “We pray for conversion; that 
is all we can do, for it is entirely a 
gracious gift of God. But after con-
version, it is our Christ-given duty to 
help fan into flame a faith that serves, 
leads, teaches and grows. John also 
found it important for children to 
grow up in a home where Jesus is 
talked about and encouraged. Neilson 
said, “In general, children who are 
led in their faith during their grow-
ing-up years by parents who love 
Jesus vibrantly, serve their church 
actively and saturate their home with 
the gospel completely, grow up to 

love Jesus and the church.” 
In another article on the same site 

by Bill Nance (2014), he mentioned 
six important things teens look for 
or need in a church. These include: a 
place with Jesus; a place with adults 
who care; a place to belong; a place 
to serve; a place to encourage (and 
be encouraged); and a place to grow. 
We found it interesting that Nance 
described needing a place with Jesus. 
He said, “This is the number one 
thing that teens need in a church. If 
they are not meeting Jesus, then it’s a 
waste of time. Don’t just teach them 
Jesus, help them know Jesus.”

The last article we read was by Bri-
an Housman (2013) on lifeway.com. 
He also had an opinion on why teens 
are leaving the faith. He cited four 
things—a shallow belief system, no 
room for doubt, exclusive faith and 
no answers for opposition. Housman 
said, “Today’s teens are bombarded 
with philosophical and scientific op-
positions to Christian beliefs. Most 
Christians are completely unprepared 
to provide logical, coherent, well-
examined reasons for their belief in 
Christianity. When faced with opposi-
tion, these teens find that the answer 
is simple: you can’t be a Christian 
and an intellectual.”   

For our research we created a sur-
vey for the students attending Mount 
Pisgah Academy. The psychology 
class presented their research at a 
joint worship, and students 
were asked a series of four 
questions: 

What do you need from 
your parents, your church, 
your school, and yourself as an 
individual to be able to ‘Stand 

in a Fallen World?’
The students responded that they 

need loving support from their 
parents, and need to have been raised 
in a Christian atmosphere. Thirteen 
percent said they needed parental 
guidance, and two teens stated they 
needed prayer from their parents to 
“Stand in a Fallen World.”

In response to the question of what 
they need from church, the students 
felt they require a place of worship 
and a family-like atmosphere. Other 
responses included weekly Bible 
studies and a place where they could 
get to know Jesus. Several said they 
needed care, along with honesty and 
love.

From their school the teens de-
sired a spiritual aspect in their daily 
schooling, caring faculty and a safe 
and good environment. One-third of 
the students stated that they needed 
support from their faculty and staff. 
One student said he needed to trust 
his school and another student said 
they needed their teachers to help 
them learn. 

In response to what characteristics 
do they need as individuals, students 
responded that they need the Fruits 
of the Spirit along with other godly 
attributes. Other responses included 
the need to be faithful, caring, to love 
others and be patient. One individual 
stated, “We need to be like Christ, 
know Him and be close to Him, so 

that you are molded to His 
image. After this you will 
be able to ‘Stand in a Fallen 
World’.”

—by Abby King & Katie Wood-
cock, left-right, senior class, Mt. 
Pisgah Academy

STANDING in a Fallen World

Carolina Action Issue 2, 2016  | 11



12 | Carolina Action Issue 2, 2016

The Good 
SHEPHERD

The Good Steward



Carolina Action Issue 2, 2016  | 13

In John 10, the Good Shepherd 
describes His relationship with 
His sheep.  The Shepherd does 

not just own His sheep, He has a 
personal and passionate relationship 
with each one of them.  His sheep are 
so valuable to Him that He will use 
any means to protect them—even if 
it results in loss of His own life.  This 
type of relationship requires a very 
deep and committed love.  

As stewards, we assist in feeding, 
growing and nurtur-
ing the sheep of the 
Good Shepherd; 
what an awesome 
task we are given 
by the Shepherd!  
The sheep must 
learn to associate 
the steward with the 
Good Shepherd.  As 
stewards, we should 
strive to have quali-
ties identical to the qualities of the 
Shepherd and become one with Him.  
We should recognize His voice and 
obey His will.  This type of com-
mitment is only possible through a 
relationship with the Father.  “As the 
Father knows me, even so I know the 
Father, and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.”  Jesus is not just the Good 
Shepherd, He is also the Good Stew-
ard and is the perfect role model for 
all who serve under Him.  Our com-

mitment, character and competency 
to serve are based on our relationship 
with the Father—the ultimate owner 
of all we are and all we possess.  
Like the Good Shepherd, as stewards 
we should never weigh the benefits 
and desires of self before consider-
ing the needs of those the Shepherd 
entrusts to us.  Let us not forget 
that we are stewards of His people.  
“However large, however small the 
possession of any individual, let him 

remember that it 
is his only in trust.  
For his strength, 
skill, time, talents, 
opportunities, and 
means, he must 
render an account 
to God.  This 
is an individual 
work; God gives 
to us, that we may 
become like Him, 

generous, noble, beneficent, by giv-
ing to others.  Those who, forgetful 
of their divine mission, seek only to 
save or to spend in the indulgence of 
pride or selfishness, may secure the 
gains and pleasures of this world; 
but in God’s sight, estimated by their 
spiritual attainments, they are poor, 
wretched, miserable, blind, naked.”  
(Talents, Gifts and Our Duty, by El-
len G. White, RH. May 16, 1882). 

—by Deborah Hutchinson

To learn more about 
Generous Living, scan 

this code or go to www.
carolinasda.org.

GENEROUS
All of me in response to all of Him

As the Father 
knows me, 

even so I know 
the Father... 
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January 9th has been a spe-
cial day for Dawn and Ron 
Thompson for many years, 

but in 2016, it was extra special.  Not 
only was it Dawn's birthday, but the 
couple celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary along with their Myrtle 
Beach Adventist church family.

Joining in this happy occasion was 
a son, Dr. Glynn Thompson, and his 
family from Maryland. Another son, 
Dr. Lester Thompson, was unable to 
attend due to a previously-scheduled 
lecture tour in Europe, but sent his 
heartfelt greetings to his parents.

Ron and Dawn have faithfully 
served the Adventist church for over 
38 years. Ron, born in Zimbabwe, 

and Dawn, born in South Africa, met 
while attending Helderberg College 
in Cape Town, South Africa. Fol-
lowing graduation and marriage they 
served as missionaries to Uganda for 
five years, then pastored in Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. He then became the 
conference evangelist in Africa and 
the South African Union evangelist. 
In 1978, they came to the U.S. and 
worked for the Texas and Ohio con-
ferences before retiring in 1994.

This past year has been full of 
health challenges for Dawn, but by 
God's grace she has improved and is 
able to attend church with her dear 
husband. Ron continues to serve the 
Myrtle Beach church as religious 

For an online version of this calendar, 
visit the Carolina Conference website at 
www.carolinasda.org.

Carolina Conference Calendar
APRIL
Adventurer Fun Day—April 10. NPR.
Alumni Wknd.—April 15-17. MPA.
Pathfinder Council—April 22-23. NPR.
Jr. Pathfinder Field Day—April 24. NPR.
Academy Days—April 29-May 1. MPA.
MAY
Hispanic Camp Mtg.—May 6-8. NPR.
Elder Certification Training—May 13-14. 

Kernersville.
Church Planting/Church Growth 

Rally—May 13- 14. Charleston.
MPA Graduation—May 20-22. MPA.
Magabook Program—May 29 – Aug 2. 

Columbia, SC.
Lake Junaluska Camp Meeting—May 

29-June 5. Maggie Valley, NC. 
Summer Camp—May 29-July 10. NPR.
JUNE
ShareHim Carolina Mission Trip—June 

15-June 30. Peru.
JULY
Family Camp—July 11-15. NPR.
AUGUST
Elder Certification Training—July 5-6. 

Covering Lesson #1 – Pastoral Duties. 
Fayetteville.

Carolina Conference Constituency 
Session—Aug. 18-20. NPR.

CAROLINA OBITUARIES
BRYANT, LANE JULIAN, 82, born 

Feb. 8, 1933, in  Montgomery, AL, died 
Dec. 13, 2015, in Landis, NC. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, L.J. Bryant, 
Sr. and Margaret Culver, and his son, James 
Michael Bryant. Lane was a member of the 
Salisbury, NC, church. Bryant, a mechanical 
engineer, was instrumental in the build-
ing of the Charlotte, NC, Sharon Church 
and school, Adventist Christian Academy. 
Surviving are his wife Daisy Gullett Bryant; 
one son, Steve Bryant (Dawn) of David-
son, NC; a brother, James Bryant (Peggy) 
of Hobbs, NM; two grandchildren, Sherry 
Klaver and Chris Bryant; and many great-
grandchildren.

LEE, KENNETH EDWIN, 92, born 
Aug. 22, 1924, died Jan. 1, 2016, in Hen-
dersonville, NC. Lee was a member of the 
Fletcher church. He worked as a farmer and 
did denominational volunteer construction 
work in Maine. He also gave ten years as a 
volunteer to Maranatha Volunteers Interna-
tional. He is survived by his wife, Rachel 
Lee, of Hendersonville; four grandchildren 
and 12 great grandchildren. 

MARQUIS, JOYCE HOWELL, 92, 
born Oct. 15, 1923, in Greenwood, MI, died 
Jan. 17. 2016, in Fletcher, NC. Joyce was 
a member of the Fletcher church for nearly 
70 years. She served in nearly every church 
office over the span of seven decades. Her 
early education was in Battle Creek, MI. 
She graduated from Cedar Lake Academy 
in the class of 1942, and graduated from 
Mountain Sanitarium School of Nursing in 
1946. Joyce worked as an RN at Washington 
Sanitarium and Hinsdale Hospital in the 
1940s; taught in the Mountain Sanitarium 

School of Nursing; worked as OR supervi-
sor and nursing supervisor at Mountain San 
and Fletcher Hospital (currently Park Ridge 
Hospital), the VA Hospital in Asheville 
as floor supervisor, and the office for Dr. 
Joe Gardner in Hendersonville, NC. She 
is survived by two daughters, Judy (Mike) 
Cobb of Fletcher, NC, Sue (Brent) Yingling 
of Fletcher, NC; eight grandchildren: Jana 
Livingston, Wesley Peterson; Christy Gusse, 
Sara Halverson, Brian Cobb, David Cobb 
and James Cobb; and several great-grand-
children.

MAXSON, FAYE HARMON, 82, born 
May 2, 1932, died Dec. 18, 2015, in South 
Carolina. She was a member of the Colum-
bia First Church. Surviving are two sons, 
John D. (Darlene) and Joe D. (Charlene) 
Harmon; two daughters, Dixie F. (Keith) 
Ricard and Rita H. (Oliver) Ballington; a 
brother, John Reeder, Jr.; a sister, Zulieme 
Martin; seven grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

MCCLANAHAN, LORRAINE GAL-
LANT, 95, died October 13, 2015. Laurie 
worked for many years has a literature 
evangelist and then a Bible instructor for 
the Michigan Conference. She is survived 
by two daughters, Ardythe Gallant and Gail 
Bremner.

SULLENBERGER, CHARLENE 
ELAINE, 69, died Nov. 14, 2015 in Hen-
dersonville, NC. She was a member of the 
Arden church. She is survived by her hus-
band, Jim; one daughter, Cheryl Rubin (Ar-
ron) Foulkrod; one son, John Sullenberger; 
a daughter, Wren Watkins (Paul) Roesner; 
and seven grandsons, Devan Rubin, Connor 
Rubin, Jeremiah James Rubin,  Michael 
Sullenberger, Evan Watkins, Josiah Watkins 
and Alexander James Dean Roesner.

60 Years OF LOVE AND SERVICE

liberty leader, SS teacher, and gives 
the sermon throughout the year as 
needed.

 —Article contributed
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PAVEL GOIA
Prayer Warriors
GARY MOYER
Positive Life Changes
MIKE AND LYNN ORTEL
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